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“Ecology and spirituality are fundamentally connected because deep 
ecological awareness, ultimately, is spiritual awareness.” Fritjo Capra

All those who are interested are warmly invited to a meeting
 in Greyfriars House on Wednesday, 6th February from 7.30 pm. 

My aim in suggesting this meeting is to start a dialogue in both our 
churches, between our churches and between other denominations about 
the link between environmental issues and our Christian faith. What 
practical action can we take both in the church and in the home to reduce 
our environmental impact and how might we influence attitudes and take 
action in the local and global community on climate change?

Now, I realise that’s a huge topic! It’s easy to feel it’s just too huge for one 
person to solve and so we can feel defeated before we start.  Let me reas-
sure you.  I’m not expecting us to solve anything.  But I do hope that by 
sharing how we feel about the whole huge issue, we might begin to 
discern what small thing we might be called to do. Sharing what we 
already do about it and pooling our collective wisdom will, I’m sure, be 
inspiring. So, please bring any information and ideas you have gathered 
along the way.

Pope Francis wrote, “All Christian communities have an important role to 
play in ecological education.” (Laudato Si’) He also reminds us that adjust-
ing our lifestyles in order to reduce our environmental impact will involve 
sacrificial choices for those of us in the wealthy West. 

So be it.
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Link Magazine Policy Statement 
The views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of the 
editorial team or that of the vestries of Greyfriars and St Mary’s, but are intended 
as a sharing of the life of the people who make up the community there, and those 
elsewhere whom we invite to contribute. 
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LINK Editors: Rachel Inglis, (E:info@aigfois.co.uk) and
Jane Richardson (E: richardson.jane@gmail.com)
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The editors are always delighted to receive unsolicited articles; the copy 
deadline is the 20th of the month before the publication of the next 
issue.  

To keep up to date with the latest news and upcoming events in both 
churches, see our website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
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R E A D I N G S FROM THE RECTOR

Not as bad as you think……..

As I write this, there are a few light snowflakes 
floating down. I sent up a quick prayer asking for 
the non-return of the “Beast from the East”. I hate 
the snow and ice, especially driving in it. 

As a child however, I loved the snow! As a seven year old in the winter 
of 1963, the “big freeze”; it was a glorious memory of endless snow-
men at the front door and snowballs in the school-yard. My parents 
remember bare cupboards and delivery vans even snow-bound in 
the city. Extremes! We change our attitude the older we get. Maybe 
it is the wisdom of experience, or maybe we just lose something of 
the child’s trust.    Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 9th March.  When 
I explain to the school assemblies that “Lent” is just a word from old 
English meaning “Spring” they become almost excited and like the 
concept of looking for new life and new opportunities all around us. 
For older Christian people (like me) it is hard to escape the image of a 
rather drab “going without” in order to gain something vaguely spir-
itual. If going without chocolate, or meat, or alcohol helps - good. 

Past extremes of Lenten discipline included flagellation, first practised 
by Italian monks in the 13th century. To make it “easier” they struck 
each others’ bare backs, although I would worry that the brother 
behind me was definitely hitting harder than I was! Definitely doing 
without a Mars bar or a Guinness would be preferable.

Recent Christian thinking would almost do away with “giving up” in 
favour of deepening, say, our prayer life or bible study or being better 
people. But we need something rather special to do this. It is a misun-
derstood word. It is discipline; not of the physical flagellation variety, 
but discipline which is at the heart of believing the Christian gospel. 

3rd February 2019
  Malachi 3:1-5
  Hebrews 2:14-18
  Luke 2:22-40
  
10th February 2019
  Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13)
  1 Corinthians 15:1-11
  Luke 5:1-11
  
17th February 2019
  Jeremiah 17:5-10
  1 Corinthians 15:12-20
  Luke 6:17-26

24th February 2019
  Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-25
  Revelation 4
  Luke 8:22-25

3rd March 2019
  Exodus 34:29-35
  2 Corinthians 3:12 - 4:2
  Luke 9:28-36, (37-43)

10th March 2019
  Deuteronomy 26:1-11
  Romans 10:8b-13
  Luke 4:1-13
    
17th March 2019
  Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
  Philippians 3:17 - 4:1
  Luke 13:31-35

24th March 2019
  Isaiah 55:1-9
  1 Corinthians 10:1-13
  Luke 13:1-9

31st March 2019
  Joshua 5:9-12
  2 Corinthians 5:16-21

“Ecology and spirituality are fundamentally connected because deep 
ecological awareness, ultimately, is spiritual awareness.”  Fritjo Capra
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

Robin Eames, former Archbishop of Armagh said, “It takes discipline to 
know what we should say or do as a Christian - and to have the courage 
and integrity to do them”.

This is more like a fascinating voyage of self-discovery which will ex-
plore the trust aspects of the child within. Certainly not as bad as we 
may think. 

TWENTY-FIRST THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION 

The next Theological Reflection Meeting (“Church and the Academy”) 
will be held on Wednesday 27th February 2019 from 12.30 to 2 pm in 
the Maxwell Rooms of St Peter’s Roman Catholic Church, Dalbeattie (in 
the basement and with good disability access). 

The speaker will be Dr Murdo MacDonald, Policy Officer for the Society, 
Religion and Technology Project of the Church of Scotland. His talk is 
entitled: “Playing God? How Far Should Technology Go?” 

Refreshments provided. Please bring a packed lunch.

EVERYONE IS WARMLY WELCOME 

Sally Russell (Church of Scotland)
William McFadden (Roman Catholic Church)
Gordon Mursell (Scottish Episcopal Church)
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DIANNE CHRISTIE
une dame formidable!

Dianne was a well-kent face around 
Kirkcudbright as well as in Greyfriars. 
She had many interests and passions, 
some of which are reflected here in the 
following warm recollections. She was 
also the founding editor of the LINK 
magazine.

Dianne was one of the first people 
we met when we started coming to 
Greyfriars. Very soon we found our-
selves invited to a meal at her house 
and she included us in the Kirkcudbright 
Scottish country dancing evenings, 
which were a lot of fun. We also dis-
covered a shared love of France where 
we, like she, had lived and worked. A joint visit to friends and places in 
Paris and further afield followed.

In Kirkcudbright, lunches chez Dianne became a regular feature. She 
was a great companion, both outspoken and warm, always ready to 
welcome any passing family or friends. She was a brilliant cook too 
with a definite and proud French bias (which certainly hit the spot with 
us!).

Dianne’s friendship has meant a lot to us – generous always, sensitive 
in times of difficulty, sharing good times and good things.
Mary Jones

Dianne was an invaluable and supportive member of the Branch of the 
Royal Scottish Country Dance Class in Kirkcudbright. She held the 
positions of both Branch Chairman and Secretary, positions she held 
with enthusiasm and her usual thoroughness. She held the Branch 

This book has many virtues not least Davidson’s skill in bringing the idea 
of ‘North’ as a fascinating place to be visited but which always seems just 
out of reach.
 
                                  *************************

GALLOWAY REGIONAL COUNCIL 
Annual General Meeting 27th November 2018

The afternoon began with Eucharist at St Ninian's in Castle Douglas cel-
ebrated by the Rector, Rev'd Chris Ketley. Following a 'bring and share' 
lunch the meeting began with a welcome to newly-elected lay and alt lay 
representatives. All who hold offices on the council were re-appointed.

The Regional Growth Fund has given a grant to St John the Evangelist 
Church in Stranraer and it was pointed out that the Canon Missioner had 
been of great assistance in procuring the grant. St Ninian's, Portpatrick 
has also applied for a grant.

A proposal was agreed to have the two summer meetings of the Regional 
Council in the evening therefore being more inclusive for those who work 
and perhaps allowing parents with young children to be involved.

There was a discussion about worship leaders, lay readers and eucharistic 
assistants and in what capacity they are allowed to assist the priest. It 
was felt there was insufficient clarification on this matter. Rev'd Martin 
Callaghan from the Annandale Group spoke of the success of Eastriggs 
Community Circle which is held twice monthly in Eastriggs Church. It is 
open to all for games, discussion, fellowship and refreshment and was a 
positive way for getting people used to coming into the church building. 
As in another charge, the Canon Missioner, Rev'd Audrey Stewart, was 
encouraging in the institution of this venture.

The meeting closed with the Blessing given by the Rev'd Chris Ketley.

Barbara McFarlane
Lay Representative
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Dianne was the only person I really knew in Kirkcudbright when I came 
to look after my parents, close friends of hers, after years abroad. She 
immediately took me under her wing, regularly inviting me to Sunday 
lunch to meet her friends. When our father died and Liz and I organ-
ised a memorial gathering for his friends, we asked Dianne to perform 
the duty of Master of Ceremonies, which she did kindly and expertly. 
Two years later our mother died in Kirkcudbright Hospital and Dianne 
was there to provide support. How good it was to see a kind and 
familiar face.

Dianne’s strong Christian faith took a very practical form of offering 
a sympathetic ear and a helping hand to anyone who needed it. Her 
incredibly generous attitude to her Edinburgh flat is evidence of this; 
she put it at the disposal of anyone needing medical treatment, visit-
ing offspring who were studying there or wanting a city break. I was 
thrilled when Dianne, having decided to give up driving, asked me to 
accompany her on trips to Edinburgh because she knew I love dance, 
opera and art. During the long drives to and from Edinburgh and 
evenings in the flat, I got to know more about her life. Coincidentally, 
we were both students at Nottingham University and both stayed in 
Florence Boot Hall of Residence, many years apart but there were 
professors still there in my time that were great friends of Dianne and 
her husband.

I admired Dianne for her stoical acceptance of pain without complaint, 
her lively interest in world affairs, her broadmindedness and her 
tolerance. Latterly she withdrew from life outside her home but still 
took pleasure in looking out at her garden and exclaiming over the 
beauty of a shrub or plant as it came into flower and she always said 
how very fortunate she was to live in Kirkcudbright, where people 
were so kind.
Susan Reeves

Like Dianne, I was a French teacher, and what I remember most were 
the invitations to a meal. I loved the way she always entertained 
à la française. Conversation over an aperitif before the meal, then the 

MY CHINA EXPERIENCE
By Nathan Hazlett

In August 2018, Nathan Hazlett, son of Stephen and Hazel, moved 
to China to teach Oral English. He wrote about his excitement at 
returning to a country he’d grown to love. After 5 months there, he 
was advised to return to the UK following the worsening of China/
UK relations. He reflects on his time there and regret at having to 
return so soon.

I was based at a large high school in the scenic and mountainous 
Guizhou Province, SW China. I feel very fortunate to have been 
based at a school where my rapport with students and staff alike 
was so high. It is hard to believe the time passed by so fast. Indeed, 
it had been my intention to stay a month longer but unforeseen 
circumstances meant I had to leave the country earlier than I ex-
pected. My time at Kaili No.1 High School was something I will hold 
dear for the rest of my life.

Unfortunately there has without doubt been a deterioration in Sino-
West relations with the current tensions between Beijing and our 
Canadian friends which is now extending to outsiders as a whole. 
I have no doubt where my sympathies lie and speaking candidly, I 
find myself in a paradox; a love for China the country, my friends 
and experience there but a growing awareness, unease and resent-
ment at the increasing authoritarianism under Xi Jinping and the 
underhand tactics Beijing is using, which in my view the West must 
be very assertive about. In no way does this cloud over my affec-
tions for the Chinese people and Chinese culture. 

I believe the role of China will shape the 21st Century and I feel 
fortunate to have had a first-hand experience and observation at a 
time when the gradual process of restricting outsiders to the 'Mid-
dle Kingdom' may be underway. 
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Award for work and support of the Branch and was also an Honorary 
Member.

She often said how much she loved her 
dancing and went to as many dances as she 
could and regularly attended the first week 
of the RSCDS Summer School. Last year 
she celebrated her 90th birthday and the 
Branch class helped her to celebrate with 
tea and cake and dancing. It was a most 
enjoyable and memorable evening.

Dianne was someone you could always turn 
to for help and advice; a good listener. She 

will be greatly missed by her friends in dancing and in Kirkcudbright 
town.
Moira Stacey

I only had the privilege of knowing Dianne for the last ten years of her 
full and fulfilled life. Having chatted to Dianne after occasional 
services at Greyfriars, I was officially introduced to her at a 
Kirkcudbright Churches Together (KCT) meeting. She was a passionate 
advocate of Christian Unity and was tireless in her support of the work 
done by KCT. As secretary of KCT for many years, she was the fount of 
all knowledge when it came to needing information, advice or 
inspiration. 

Dianne, particularly in the last few years, enjoyed chatting about some 
of her life experiences and was always ready to share her vast 
knowledge in so many spheres of her life. However, she not only shared 
knowledge, she also offered a listening ear, was generous in giving of 
her time and of herself in as many ways as she could. There are, I’m 
sure, many people, like myself, who will forever be grateful for her 
generosity shown in more ways than we will ever know. 
Revd Marian Dixon

BOOK REVIEW BY JAMES BURKITT 
‘THE IDEA OF NORTH’  by Peter Davidson

James was a librarian and art gallery curator for Blackpool for about 16 
years. Before that he worked in libraries in Birkenhead, Solihull, Bath, 
Zambia and Manchester.

Mary Shelley wrote in her novel Frankenstein (1818) “I try in vain to be 
persuaded that the pole is the seat of desolation; it ever presents itself to 
my imagination as the region of beauty and delight ……. where snows and 
frosts are banished. We may be wafted to a land surpassing in wonders 
and beauty every region hitherto discovered on the habitable globe”.

For many centuries early explorers, artists and dreamers had imagined 
that beyond the far reaches of the Arctic there was such an unspoilt re-
gion as described by Mary Shelley. Davidson himself describes the dream-
ers who lived in Antiquity with great sympathy for the treasures and 
marvel they imagined. Its shattering, frozen wilderness is summed up by 
an anonymous Norwegian poem ‘The Draumkvedt’

 There I came to those lonely lakes
 Where the glittering ice burns blue
 But God put warning in my heart,
 And thence my step I drew.

Visions of icebergs and crystal cities are never far away from such poets.
In the 1930’s there were artists who gained much inspiration from the 
suggestions within such poems and the sentiments expressed by these 
poets, in particular Eric Ravilious and W H Auden. Their work often incor-
porates images of landscapes, hewn frozen ice and slow moving glaciers.

Ghosts of the returning dead are common in literature about the chilly 
north for example in M. R. James’s stories which are often about clerics 
who have literally taken the wrong path and have become frozen with 
fear. The north’s boundaries can stretch farther south as demonstrated 
in the work of Atkinson Grimshaw; his twilight townscapes barely lit by 
primitive gas lamps and which battle with the enclosing gloom of 
darkening evenings.
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entrée, plat principal, fromages et dessert; the main dish was usually 
meat or fish in some kind of sauce with one vegetable or salad. Then 
came the cheese platter - very important, cheese before dessert - and 
dessert. Everything that could be was homemade with a lot of home-
grown produce. Inevitably, there was always a bottle of excellent red 
wine with the meal. Afterwards, we would withdraw to the front room 
and carry on the conversation over a digestif. 

What I really admired about Dianne was that there were no ‘no-go’ 
areas. She was broad-minded and tolerant, so you could talk about the 
subjects the English tend to avoid: sex, religion, politics! I know that 
Dianne had a deeply held religious faith but the fact that my parents, 
sister and I were non-believers never seemed to matter to her one jot. 
I shall always remember her for her direct, no-nonsense approach to 
life, her kindness, her love of all things French, her competence and her 
sheer strength and resilience.
Liz Reeves

Dianne at Stephen’s Institution

The fight for life should end 
When life no longer qualifies as life.
Death may be sudden
We should think of this 
And live a little more
As if we might die tomorrow
And not defer the tasks 
Nor the good we had intended.
For my own part
Whatever the time or manner of my dying
I would like it to be –
Indeed I would be grateful
If it could be seen 
As a natural, modest, everyday occurrence.

Rosie McGregor Wood
This poem, written by John Phillips’ sister, was read at the 
thanksgiving service for his life.

WALKING TOGETHER WITH JESUS – an online Lenten retreat
6th March – 21st April 2019.

Take time out to deepen your relationship with God. • 
Explore new ways of praying.• 
Find help with any kind of decision.• 

This retreat has been put together by the spirituality team of the 
Jesuits in Britain. Participants receive a daily email with helpful mate-
rial for prayer. Also, I plan to facilitate a weekly meeting for anyone 
in the area making the retreat. You can register for daily emails and 
access to online resources on www.pathwaystogod.org/register-lent-
retreat-2019 [please note that the material isn’t yet available]. For 
more information, contact me, Rachel Inglis.

*************************************************
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THE DOWNSIZING OF TRAIDCRAFT PLC 

Having been formed by Traidcraft plc, Traidcraft Exchange – a separate, 
legal charity - still works closely with the business, and many people still 
support their work through donating their profits back to the charity. This 
is what the Fairtrade Group in Kirkcudbright have been doing for years.

As Traidcraft plc will be downsizing and restructuring, the funds received 
from donations of profits to Traidcraft Exchange are likely to decrease by 
around 40%. The charity is therefore working hard to ensure the impact of 
such a significant reduction in funding on the 300,000 people they are cur-
rently working with across the developing world is kept to the minimum.

At the same time they are trying to raise some additional funds to assist 
those plc producers who have been affected by the downsizing of the 
business. Their small team of experts have worked with producers all over 
the world, and are offering their expertise to some of those groups af-
fected by the restructure of the business.

They intend to develop tailored plans for affected groups they believe 
they are able to help, focusing on things like finding new buyers and new 
markets, support with new designs and alternative products, and advice 
on setting up export processes. Alongside this, they will be continuing the 
core work, supporting some of the world’s most vulnerable to secure a 
fairer future and get a better deal from trade. 

Women working at Swajan cards, 
Bangladesh. Swajan is one of Traid-
craft plc’s oldest suppliers, producing 
beautiful hand- embroidered cards. 
They work in rural areas and employ 
over 750 people, the majority of 
whom are women, who benefit from 
the safe working environment and 
flexible hours the company offers. 

HOW WILL IT BE?

For my own part 
I would like it to be …..
Indeed I would be grateful
If my death could be seen
As a natural, modest, everyday occurrence.
We do not choose the time or manner of our dying.
We all agree
The best would be 
To simply slip away, composed in sleep
Or else die laughing amongst good friends.
Such ease is rarely the way of it.
More often there will be
A fight against disease
Or the enfeeblement of age
When healthy reluctance - defiant!
And love of life and friends
Pitted against the inevitable
Gains a little time 
For living a little longer.
Once more to watch
The snow melt from the hills
See the lambs
And gather daffodils.
To cherish the numbered days
And be there!
Once more, once more
To breathe the perfumed breath
Of summer roses,
Enjoy another time
And another
For drinking, laughing,
Talking and giving
While life still qualified as life.
I think it is agreed
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FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 2019 – 25 February – 10 March

Each year for two weeks over February and March, Fairtrade puts a spot-
light on trade through the Fairtrade Fortnight campaign. Together with 
Fairtrade farmers and workers, and campaigners up and down the country, 
including the Kirkcudbright Fairtrade Group, they highlight the difference 
fair trade can make to lives and communities.

Fairtrade Fortnight is the time of the year to celebrate Fairtrade achieve-
ments, whilst encouraging further commitments from all of us - the general 
public, companies and governments - to take action for fairer trade.

This year, Fairtrade Fortnight will focus on cocoa. Farmers of this iconic Fair-
trade product have seen prices crash to crisis levels in the last few years, 
particularly in West Africa where most cocoa is grown. The situation high-
lights in stark terms the scandal of unfair trade. Many farmers – both men 
and women – are underpaid and exploited. That means they can’t earn 
enough for the basics many of us take for granted, including food, educa-
tion and housing, because they don’t earn a living income. It’s even worse 
for the women who work in the fields and in the home. Despite the hard 
work they put in, they’re often overlooked and under-represented, and 
usually see even less of the money for their crop. 

They deserve more. So 
the voices and stories of 
women farmers will also 
be at the heart of Fairtrade 
Fortnight. Watch out for 
news about the activi-
ties planned by our local 
Fairtrade group during 
Fairtrade Fortnight!

Greyfriars bought more 
Fairtrade goods in 2018 than in 2017 and 2016 put together! Our total sales 
last year were £358.05. A big thank-you to everyone who supports 
Fairtrade, and let’s see if we can increase the sales in 2019.

MY FAVORITE THINGS

To commemorate her 79th birthday, actress/vocalist Julie Andrews made 
a special appearance at Manhattan's Radio City Music Hall, where she 
sang a new version of this well-known song. 

Botox and nose drops and needles for knitting,
Walkers and handrails and new dental fittings,
Bundles of magazines tied up in string,
These are a few of my favourite things.

Cadillacs and cataracts, hearing aids and glasses,
Polident and Fixodent and false teeth in glasses,
Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings,
These are a few of my favourite things.

When the pipes leak, when the bones creak, when the knees go bad,
I simply remember my favorite things,
And then I don't feel so bad.

Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for bunions,
No spicy hot food or food cooked with onions,
Bathrobes and heating pads and hot meals they bring,
These are a few of my favourite things.

Back pain, confused brains and no need for sinnin',
Thin bones and fractures and hair that is thinnin',
And we won't mention our short shrunken frames,
When we remember our favourite things.

When the joints ache, when the hips break, when the eyes grow dim,
Then I remember the great life I've had,
And then I don't feel so bad.

Julie Andrews received a 4 minute standing ovation.
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FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 2019 – 25 February – 10 March

Each year for two weeks over February and March, Fairtrade puts a spot-
light on trade through the Fairtrade Fortnight campaign. Together with 
Fairtrade farmers and workers, and campaigners up and down the country, 
including the Kirkcudbright Fairtrade Group, they highlight the difference 
fair trade can make to lives and communities.

Fairtrade Fortnight is the time of the year to celebrate Fairtrade achieve-
ments, whilst encouraging further commitments from all of us - the general 
public, companies and governments - to take action for fairer trade.

This year, Fairtrade Fortnight will focus on cocoa. Farmers of this iconic Fair-
trade product have seen prices crash to crisis levels in the last few years, 
particularly in West Africa where most cocoa is grown. The situation high-
lights in stark terms the scandal of unfair trade. Many farmers – both men 
and women – are underpaid and exploited. That means they can’t earn 
enough for the basics many of us take for granted, including food, educa-
tion and housing, because they don’t earn a living income. It’s even worse 
for the women who work in the fields and in the home. Despite the hard 
work they put in, they’re often overlooked and under-represented, and 
usually see even less of the money for their crop. 

They deserve more. So 
the voices and stories of 
women farmers will also 
be at the heart of Fairtrade 
Fortnight. Watch out for 
news about the activi-
ties planned by our local 
Fairtrade group during 
Fairtrade Fortnight!

Greyfriars bought more 
Fairtrade goods in 2018 than in 2017 and 2016 put together! Our total sales 
last year were £358.05. A big thank-you to everyone who supports 
Fairtrade, and let’s see if we can increase the sales in 2019.

MY FAVORITE THINGS

To commemorate her 79th birthday, actress/vocalist Julie Andrews made 
a special appearance at Manhattan's Radio City Music Hall, where she 
sang a new version of this well-known song. 

Botox and nose drops and needles for knitting,
Walkers and handrails and new dental fittings,
Bundles of magazines tied up in string,
These are a few of my favourite things.

Cadillacs and cataracts, hearing aids and glasses,
Polident and Fixodent and false teeth in glasses,
Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings,
These are a few of my favourite things.

When the pipes leak, when the bones creak, when the knees go bad,
I simply remember my favorite things,
And then I don't feel so bad.

Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for bunions,
No spicy hot food or food cooked with onions,
Bathrobes and heating pads and hot meals they bring,
These are a few of my favourite things.

Back pain, confused brains and no need for sinnin',
Thin bones and fractures and hair that is thinnin',
And we won't mention our short shrunken frames,
When we remember our favourite things.

When the joints ache, when the hips break, when the eyes grow dim,
Then I remember the great life I've had,
And then I don't feel so bad.

Julie Andrews received a 4 minute standing ovation.
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THE DOWNSIZING OF TRAIDCRAFT PLC 

Having been formed by Traidcraft plc, Traidcraft Exchange – a separate, 
legal charity - still works closely with the business, and many people still 
support their work through donating their profits back to the charity. This 
is what the Fairtrade Group in Kirkcudbright have been doing for years.

As Traidcraft plc will be downsizing and restructuring, the funds received 
from donations of profits to Traidcraft Exchange are likely to decrease by 
around 40%. The charity is therefore working hard to ensure the impact of 
such a significant reduction in funding on the 300,000 people they are cur-
rently working with across the developing world is kept to the minimum.

At the same time they are trying to raise some additional funds to assist 
those plc producers who have been affected by the downsizing of the 
business. Their small team of experts have worked with producers all over 
the world, and are offering their expertise to some of those groups af-
fected by the restructure of the business.

They intend to develop tailored plans for affected groups they believe 
they are able to help, focusing on things like finding new buyers and new 
markets, support with new designs and alternative products, and advice 
on setting up export processes. Alongside this, they will be continuing the 
core work, supporting some of the world’s most vulnerable to secure a 
fairer future and get a better deal from trade. 

Women working at Swajan cards, 
Bangladesh. Swajan is one of Traid-
craft plc’s oldest suppliers, producing 
beautiful hand- embroidered cards. 
They work in rural areas and employ 
over 750 people, the majority of 
whom are women, who benefit from 
the safe working environment and 
flexible hours the company offers. 

HOW WILL IT BE?

For my own part 
I would like it to be …..
Indeed I would be grateful
If my death could be seen
As a natural, modest, everyday occurrence.
We do not choose the time or manner of our dying.
We all agree
The best would be 
To simply slip away, composed in sleep
Or else die laughing amongst good friends.
Such ease is rarely the way of it.
More often there will be
A fight against disease
Or the enfeeblement of age
When healthy reluctance - defiant!
And love of life and friends
Pitted against the inevitable
Gains a little time 
For living a little longer.
Once more to watch
The snow melt from the hills
See the lambs
And gather daffodils.
To cherish the numbered days
And be there!
Once more, once more
To breathe the perfumed breath
Of summer roses,
Enjoy another time
And another
For drinking, laughing,
Talking and giving
While life still qualified as life.
I think it is agreed
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entrée, plat principal, fromages et dessert; the main dish was usually 
meat or fish in some kind of sauce with one vegetable or salad. Then 
came the cheese platter - very important, cheese before dessert - and 
dessert. Everything that could be was homemade with a lot of home-
grown produce. Inevitably, there was always a bottle of excellent red 
wine with the meal. Afterwards, we would withdraw to the front room 
and carry on the conversation over a digestif. 

What I really admired about Dianne was that there were no ‘no-go’ 
areas. She was broad-minded and tolerant, so you could talk about the 
subjects the English tend to avoid: sex, religion, politics! I know that 
Dianne had a deeply held religious faith but the fact that my parents, 
sister and I were non-believers never seemed to matter to her one jot. 
I shall always remember her for her direct, no-nonsense approach to 
life, her kindness, her love of all things French, her competence and her 
sheer strength and resilience.
Liz Reeves

Dianne at Stephen’s Institution

The fight for life should end 
When life no longer qualifies as life.
Death may be sudden
We should think of this 
And live a little more
As if we might die tomorrow
And not defer the tasks 
Nor the good we had intended.
For my own part
Whatever the time or manner of my dying
I would like it to be –
Indeed I would be grateful
If it could be seen 
As a natural, modest, everyday occurrence.

Rosie McGregor Wood
This poem, written by John Phillips’ sister, was read at the 
thanksgiving service for his life.

WALKING TOGETHER WITH JESUS – an online Lenten retreat
6th March – 21st April 2019.

Take time out to deepen your relationship with God. • 
Explore new ways of praying.• 
Find help with any kind of decision.• 

This retreat has been put together by the spirituality team of the 
Jesuits in Britain. Participants receive a daily email with helpful mate-
rial for prayer. Also, I plan to facilitate a weekly meeting for anyone 
in the area making the retreat. You can register for daily emails and 
access to online resources on www.pathwaystogod.org/register-lent-
retreat-2019 [please note that the material isn’t yet available]. For 
more information, contact me, Rachel Inglis.

*************************************************
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Dianne was the only person I really knew in Kirkcudbright when I came 
to look after my parents, close friends of hers, after years abroad. She 
immediately took me under her wing, regularly inviting me to Sunday 
lunch to meet her friends. When our father died and Liz and I organ-
ised a memorial gathering for his friends, we asked Dianne to perform 
the duty of Master of Ceremonies, which she did kindly and expertly. 
Two years later our mother died in Kirkcudbright Hospital and Dianne 
was there to provide support. How good it was to see a kind and 
familiar face.

Dianne’s strong Christian faith took a very practical form of offering 
a sympathetic ear and a helping hand to anyone who needed it. Her 
incredibly generous attitude to her Edinburgh flat is evidence of this; 
she put it at the disposal of anyone needing medical treatment, visit-
ing offspring who were studying there or wanting a city break. I was 
thrilled when Dianne, having decided to give up driving, asked me to 
accompany her on trips to Edinburgh because she knew I love dance, 
opera and art. During the long drives to and from Edinburgh and 
evenings in the flat, I got to know more about her life. Coincidentally, 
we were both students at Nottingham University and both stayed in 
Florence Boot Hall of Residence, many years apart but there were 
professors still there in my time that were great friends of Dianne and 
her husband.

I admired Dianne for her stoical acceptance of pain without complaint, 
her lively interest in world affairs, her broadmindedness and her 
tolerance. Latterly she withdrew from life outside her home but still 
took pleasure in looking out at her garden and exclaiming over the 
beauty of a shrub or plant as it came into flower and she always said 
how very fortunate she was to live in Kirkcudbright, where people 
were so kind.
Susan Reeves

Like Dianne, I was a French teacher, and what I remember most were 
the invitations to a meal. I loved the way she always entertained 
à la française. Conversation over an aperitif before the meal, then the 

MY CHINA EXPERIENCE
By Nathan Hazlett

In August 2018, Nathan Hazlett, son of Stephen and Hazel, moved 
to China to teach Oral English. He wrote about his excitement at 
returning to a country he’d grown to love. After 5 months there, he 
was advised to return to the UK following the worsening of China/
UK relations. He reflects on his time there and regret at having to 
return so soon.

I was based at a large high school in the scenic and mountainous 
Guizhou Province, SW China. I feel very fortunate to have been 
based at a school where my rapport with students and staff alike 
was so high. It is hard to believe the time passed by so fast. Indeed, 
it had been my intention to stay a month longer but unforeseen 
circumstances meant I had to leave the country earlier than I ex-
pected. My time at Kaili No.1 High School was something I will hold 
dear for the rest of my life.

Unfortunately there has without doubt been a deterioration in Sino-
West relations with the current tensions between Beijing and our 
Canadian friends which is now extending to outsiders as a whole. 
I have no doubt where my sympathies lie and speaking candidly, I 
find myself in a paradox; a love for China the country, my friends 
and experience there but a growing awareness, unease and resent-
ment at the increasing authoritarianism under Xi Jinping and the 
underhand tactics Beijing is using, which in my view the West must 
be very assertive about. In no way does this cloud over my affec-
tions for the Chinese people and Chinese culture. 

I believe the role of China will shape the 21st Century and I feel 
fortunate to have had a first-hand experience and observation at a 
time when the gradual process of restricting outsiders to the 'Mid-
dle Kingdom' may be underway. 
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Award for work and support of the Branch and was also an Honorary 
Member.

She often said how much she loved her 
dancing and went to as many dances as she 
could and regularly attended the first week 
of the RSCDS Summer School. Last year 
she celebrated her 90th birthday and the 
Branch class helped her to celebrate with 
tea and cake and dancing. It was a most 
enjoyable and memorable evening.

Dianne was someone you could always turn 
to for help and advice; a good listener. She 

will be greatly missed by her friends in dancing and in Kirkcudbright 
town.
Moira Stacey

I only had the privilege of knowing Dianne for the last ten years of her 
full and fulfilled life. Having chatted to Dianne after occasional 
services at Greyfriars, I was officially introduced to her at a 
Kirkcudbright Churches Together (KCT) meeting. She was a passionate 
advocate of Christian Unity and was tireless in her support of the work 
done by KCT. As secretary of KCT for many years, she was the fount of 
all knowledge when it came to needing information, advice or 
inspiration. 

Dianne, particularly in the last few years, enjoyed chatting about some 
of her life experiences and was always ready to share her vast 
knowledge in so many spheres of her life. However, she not only shared 
knowledge, she also offered a listening ear, was generous in giving of 
her time and of herself in as many ways as she could. There are, I’m 
sure, many people, like myself, who will forever be grateful for her 
generosity shown in more ways than we will ever know. 
Revd Marian Dixon

BOOK REVIEW BY JAMES BURKITT 
‘THE IDEA OF NORTH’  by Peter Davidson

James was a librarian and art gallery curator for Blackpool for about 16 
years. Before that he worked in libraries in Birkenhead, Solihull, Bath, 
Zambia and Manchester.

Mary Shelley wrote in her novel Frankenstein (1818) “I try in vain to be 
persuaded that the pole is the seat of desolation; it ever presents itself to 
my imagination as the region of beauty and delight ……. where snows and 
frosts are banished. We may be wafted to a land surpassing in wonders 
and beauty every region hitherto discovered on the habitable globe”.

For many centuries early explorers, artists and dreamers had imagined 
that beyond the far reaches of the Arctic there was such an unspoilt re-
gion as described by Mary Shelley. Davidson himself describes the dream-
ers who lived in Antiquity with great sympathy for the treasures and 
marvel they imagined. Its shattering, frozen wilderness is summed up by 
an anonymous Norwegian poem ‘The Draumkvedt’

 There I came to those lonely lakes
 Where the glittering ice burns blue
 But God put warning in my heart,
 And thence my step I drew.

Visions of icebergs and crystal cities are never far away from such poets.
In the 1930’s there were artists who gained much inspiration from the 
suggestions within such poems and the sentiments expressed by these 
poets, in particular Eric Ravilious and W H Auden. Their work often incor-
porates images of landscapes, hewn frozen ice and slow moving glaciers.

Ghosts of the returning dead are common in literature about the chilly 
north for example in M. R. James’s stories which are often about clerics 
who have literally taken the wrong path and have become frozen with 
fear. The north’s boundaries can stretch farther south as demonstrated 
in the work of Atkinson Grimshaw; his twilight townscapes barely lit by 
primitive gas lamps and which battle with the enclosing gloom of 
darkening evenings.
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DIANNE CHRISTIE
une dame formidable!

Dianne was a well-kent face around 
Kirkcudbright as well as in Greyfriars. 
She had many interests and passions, 
some of which are reflected here in the 
following warm recollections. She was 
also the founding editor of the LINK 
magazine.

Dianne was one of the first people 
we met when we started coming to 
Greyfriars. Very soon we found our-
selves invited to a meal at her house 
and she included us in the Kirkcudbright 
Scottish country dancing evenings, 
which were a lot of fun. We also dis-
covered a shared love of France where 
we, like she, had lived and worked. A joint visit to friends and places in 
Paris and further afield followed.

In Kirkcudbright, lunches chez Dianne became a regular feature. She 
was a great companion, both outspoken and warm, always ready to 
welcome any passing family or friends. She was a brilliant cook too 
with a definite and proud French bias (which certainly hit the spot with 
us!).

Dianne’s friendship has meant a lot to us – generous always, sensitive 
in times of difficulty, sharing good times and good things.
Mary Jones

Dianne was an invaluable and supportive member of the Branch of the 
Royal Scottish Country Dance Class in Kirkcudbright. She held the 
positions of both Branch Chairman and Secretary, positions she held 
with enthusiasm and her usual thoroughness. She held the Branch 

This book has many virtues not least Davidson’s skill in bringing the idea 
of ‘North’ as a fascinating place to be visited but which always seems just 
out of reach.
 
                                  *************************

GALLOWAY REGIONAL COUNCIL 
Annual General Meeting 27th November 2018

The afternoon began with Eucharist at St Ninian's in Castle Douglas cel-
ebrated by the Rector, Rev'd Chris Ketley. Following a 'bring and share' 
lunch the meeting began with a welcome to newly-elected lay and alt lay 
representatives. All who hold offices on the council were re-appointed.

The Regional Growth Fund has given a grant to St John the Evangelist 
Church in Stranraer and it was pointed out that the Canon Missioner had 
been of great assistance in procuring the grant. St Ninian's, Portpatrick 
has also applied for a grant.

A proposal was agreed to have the two summer meetings of the Regional 
Council in the evening therefore being more inclusive for those who work 
and perhaps allowing parents with young children to be involved.

There was a discussion about worship leaders, lay readers and eucharistic 
assistants and in what capacity they are allowed to assist the priest. It 
was felt there was insufficient clarification on this matter. Rev'd Martin 
Callaghan from the Annandale Group spoke of the success of Eastriggs 
Community Circle which is held twice monthly in Eastriggs Church. It is 
open to all for games, discussion, fellowship and refreshment and was a 
positive way for getting people used to coming into the church building. 
As in another charge, the Canon Missioner, Rev'd Audrey Stewart, was 
encouraging in the institution of this venture.

The meeting closed with the Blessing given by the Rev'd Chris Ketley.

Barbara McFarlane
Lay Representative
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

Robin Eames, former Archbishop of Armagh said, “It takes discipline to 
know what we should say or do as a Christian - and to have the courage 
and integrity to do them”.

This is more like a fascinating voyage of self-discovery which will ex-
plore the trust aspects of the child within. Certainly not as bad as we 
may think. 

TWENTY-FIRST THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION 

The next Theological Reflection Meeting (“Church and the Academy”) 
will be held on Wednesday 27th February 2019 from 12.30 to 2 pm in 
the Maxwell Rooms of St Peter’s Roman Catholic Church, Dalbeattie (in 
the basement and with good disability access). 

The speaker will be Dr Murdo MacDonald, Policy Officer for the Society, 
Religion and Technology Project of the Church of Scotland. His talk is 
entitled: “Playing God? How Far Should Technology Go?” 

Refreshments provided. Please bring a packed lunch.

EVERYONE IS WARMLY WELCOME 

Sally Russell (Church of Scotland)
William McFadden (Roman Catholic Church)
Gordon Mursell (Scottish Episcopal Church)
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R E A D I N G S FROM THE RECTOR

Not as bad as you think……..

As I write this, there are a few light snowflakes 
floating down. I sent up a quick prayer asking for 
the non-return of the “Beast from the East”. I hate 
the snow and ice, especially driving in it. 

As a child however, I loved the snow! As a seven year old in the winter 
of 1963, the “big freeze”; it was a glorious memory of endless snow-
men at the front door and snowballs in the school-yard. My parents 
remember bare cupboards and delivery vans even snow-bound in 
the city. Extremes! We change our attitude the older we get. Maybe 
it is the wisdom of experience, or maybe we just lose something of 
the child’s trust.    Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 9th March.  When 
I explain to the school assemblies that “Lent” is just a word from old 
English meaning “Spring” they become almost excited and like the 
concept of looking for new life and new opportunities all around us. 
For older Christian people (like me) it is hard to escape the image of a 
rather drab “going without” in order to gain something vaguely spir-
itual. If going without chocolate, or meat, or alcohol helps - good. 

Past extremes of Lenten discipline included flagellation, first practised 
by Italian monks in the 13th century. To make it “easier” they struck 
each others’ bare backs, although I would worry that the brother 
behind me was definitely hitting harder than I was! Definitely doing 
without a Mars bar or a Guinness would be preferable.

Recent Christian thinking would almost do away with “giving up” in 
favour of deepening, say, our prayer life or bible study or being better 
people. But we need something rather special to do this. It is a misun-
derstood word. It is discipline; not of the physical flagellation variety, 
but discipline which is at the heart of believing the Christian gospel. 

3rd February 2019
  Malachi 3:1-5
  Hebrews 2:14-18
  Luke 2:22-40
  
10th February 2019
  Isaiah 6:1-8, (9-13)
  1 Corinthians 15:1-11
  Luke 5:1-11
  
17th February 2019
  Jeremiah 17:5-10
  1 Corinthians 15:12-20
  Luke 6:17-26

24th February 2019
  Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-25
  Revelation 4
  Luke 8:22-25

3rd March 2019
  Exodus 34:29-35
  2 Corinthians 3:12 - 4:2
  Luke 9:28-36, (37-43)

10th March 2019
  Deuteronomy 26:1-11
  Romans 10:8b-13
  Luke 4:1-13
    
17th March 2019
  Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
  Philippians 3:17 - 4:1
  Luke 13:31-35

24th March 2019
  Isaiah 55:1-9
  1 Corinthians 10:1-13
  Luke 13:1-9

31st March 2019
  Joshua 5:9-12
  2 Corinthians 5:16-21

“Ecology and spirituality are fundamentally connected because deep 
ecological awareness, ultimately, is spiritual awareness.”  Fritjo Capra
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Link Magazine Policy Statement 
The views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of the 
editorial team or that of the vestries of Greyfriars and St Mary’s, but are intended 
as a sharing of the life of the people who make up the community there, and those 
elsewhere whom we invite to contribute. 
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  stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
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GREYFRIARS
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara Hawkesford        
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Sunday School   Ms Drostie Tame & Rosemarie Main
Sunday School is the first Sunday each month

ST MARY’S
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara McFarlane  
Alt Lay Representative  Lady Beverley Vaux 
Secretary   Mrs Vivien Millner
Treasurer   Mr Mike Ashmore
Vestry Members  Mrs Janet Hannay
    Mrs Sally-Ann Madeley      Dr John Morton
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CHURCH SERVICES:  
Sundays  9.30am  Sung Eucharist, St Mary’s, Gatehouse of Fleet
  11.00am  Sung Eucharist, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

Wednesdays  9.30am  Holy Communion, St Mary’s

Thursdays  10.00am  Holy communion, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright
  11-11.15  “Just a Moment” reflective, ecumenical prayer
    Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

GETTING IN TOUCH
Rector: Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett
E: stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk  
T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

Greyfriars’ Vestry Secretary: Gwen Shaw
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Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
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Greyfriars and St Mary’s are part of the Scottish Episcopal Diocese of 
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The editors are always delighted to receive unsolicited articles; the copy 
deadline is the 20th of the month before the publication of the next 
issue.  

To keep up to date with the latest news and upcoming events in both 
churches, see our website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk



FEBRUARY - MARCH 2019

The magazine of the Scottish Episcopal Churches of 
Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright and St Mary’s, Gatehouse-of-Fleet

website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk 

“Ecology and spirituality are fundamentally connected because deep 
ecological awareness, ultimately, is spiritual awareness.” Fritjo Capra

All those who are interested are warmly invited to a meeting
 in Greyfriars House on Wednesday, 6th February from 7.30 pm. 

My aim in suggesting this meeting is to start a dialogue in both our 
churches, between our churches and between other denominations about 
the link between environmental issues and our Christian faith. What 
practical action can we take both in the church and in the home to reduce 
our environmental impact and how might we influence attitudes and take 
action in the local and global community on climate change?

Now, I realise that’s a huge topic! It’s easy to feel it’s just too huge for one 
person to solve and so we can feel defeated before we start.  Let me reas-
sure you.  I’m not expecting us to solve anything.  But I do hope that by 
sharing how we feel about the whole huge issue, we might begin to 
discern what small thing we might be called to do. Sharing what we 
already do about it and pooling our collective wisdom will, I’m sure, be 
inspiring. So, please bring any information and ideas you have gathered 
along the way.

Pope Francis wrote, “All Christian communities have an important role to 
play in ecological education.” (Laudato Si’) He also reminds us that adjust-
ing our lifestyles in order to reduce our environmental impact will involve 
sacrificial choices for those of us in the wealthy West. 

So be it.


