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To: All Clergy, Lay Readers, Lay Representatives, Alternative Lay 

Representatives, Vestry Secretaries and Treasurers – and for passing on to your 

congregations… 

From John Mitchell, Diocesan Secretary   15th December 2021 

 

Our quarterly Diocesan Office Update begins with a meditation from Bishop 

Kevin, on the recent blessing of the Crib in George Square, Glasgow. 

Emmanuel, God is with us  

St Francis of Assisi in 1233 created a Christmas Crib in 

the town of Greccio.  He wanted people to be able to 

appreciate the depths of God’s love for them, by being 

able to see the primitive conditions in which the Son of 

God was pleased to be born.  And so, the figures of 

Mary and Joseph and the animals and the manger were 

arranged and, after midnight Mass, the ‘bambino’, the 

figure of the baby Jesus, was placed in the manger.  The 

name given by the angels to Jesus at his birth was 

Emmanuel, meaning God is with us.  

Elspeth and I have a crib set at home which we bought the very first Christmas we 

were married.  It is the centre of our Christmas decorations as the crib is the centre of 

decorations in George Square and our churches.  

As you look at a crib this year, at home, in church or in George Square, remember that 

in the Orthodox churches, personal devotions at the crib are very much a part of the 

Christmas celebrations.  Cribs are visited to focus our prayers but not to bribe God to 

give us what we want; pray not to try and bribe God but because somehow, 

mysteriously, God is with us, alongside us, and when we pray for others, we bring 

them with us to visit our Lord.    As you look at the crib ask yourself the question, 

what would you take to the crib?  Sorrow, anguish, disappointment, joy, the wonder of 

life’s good things?  

As you look at the crib… 

Look and see 

Mary and Joseph and the baby Jesus, born like 

any human baby with infinite potential to Love 

and in Love to prove God is love, and God is with 

us.   
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As you look at the crib… 

Look and see  

A young, unmarried couple living on benefits in poverty 

with a new-born baby.  Still the baby with infinite 

potential to Love and to prove in Love, God is with us.   

Look and see 

The poor, the refugees, asylum seekers that Mary and 

Joseph and the baby Jesus were, when they left the stable to seek exile in Egypt.  

Through the desert that CoP 26 warned us will change and expand, but still the human 

baby will have infinite potential to Love and in Love to prove God is with us.    

Look and see 

In George Square a baby, with infinite potential to Love – look at a baby and see God.   

Prayer for use at the Crib 

O God the Son, highest and holiest, 

Who humbled yourself to share out birth and our death: 

Bring us with the shepherds and the wise men 

To kneel before your holy cradle, 

That we may come to sing with your angles 

Your glorious praises in heaven. 

Where with the Father and the Holy Spirit 

You live and reign, God, world without end. 

Amen  

 

My prayer for you  

May the humility of the shepherds, 

The perseverance of the wise men, the joy of the angles, 

And the peace of the Christ Child, 

Be God’s gift to you and your families, 

This Christmas time, and always. 

God bless you all.  

 

+ Kevin, Glasgow and Galloway  

Lent Appeal 2021, and Continuing Support for Aberlour 

In thinking of those less fortunate at Christmas, this seems a good moment to 

celebrate the fact that Bishop Kevin’s Lent Appeal this year raised over £12,000, and 

a thank-you message appears overleaf from Pippa Johnston, Director of 

Fundraising and Marketing for Aberlour – as well as an opportunity to aid their 

Christingle appeal. 
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Since April last year, Aberlour has supported some of the most disadvantaged children and families in 

communities across Scotland. We’ve awarded over £1.5million from our Urgent Assistance Fund in 

small cash grants to 5,090 families to buy basic necessities such as food, clothing and utilities.  

The £12,414.18. raised through the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway’s Lenten appeal made a 

significant difference to the lives of local families, and we would like to express our thanks again to 

you all for your generosity. 

With the end of furlough, the removal of the Universal Credit uplift and winter setting in, families 

already living in poverty are being left in desperate situations. We have already seen a further 

increase in the number of applications to our Urgent Assistance Fund, with numbers doubling from 

September to October. 

This Advent, you can donate to our Christingle appeal (which includes a section to let us know which 

church you attend) and show children across Scotland that there is hope.  Your support will help 

children and families suffering from the worst effects of poverty. Aberlour’s family services will be 

able to provide practical and emotional support to those who are struggling. 

With your continuing support, Aberlour will be there to help children for as long as it takes. Thank 

you. 

Click on the coloured ‘Christingle’ link above to go to the appeal or (if reading this in 

hard copy) go to: https://aberlourchildcaretrust.enthuse.com/cf/christingle-2021. 

Also, please see Bishop Kevin’s personal appeal on YouTube by clicking on 

Christingle 2021 - Bishop Kevin - YouTube  

 

Annual Congregational Statistical Returns:  thanks to those charges who have 

responded to the Synod Clerk’s request for these to be returned by Wednesday 1st 

December. Unfortunately, as of 13th December, we are still waiting on 23 of our 61 

charges to respond.  Please, if this applies to your charge, respond as soon as possible, 

as the information needs to be collated and sent to the General Synod Office in early 

January. 

Diocesan Schedules for Congregations: these are separate from the Statistical 

Returns above.  These schedules allow the Diocese to keep an up-to-date record of all 

contacts and other relevant information about all of our churches. By the time you 

read this, Vestry Secretaries and Clergy-in-Charge should have received an email 

request from our Digital Missioner Petko Marinov to complete and return these forms 

electronically by 9th January. We’re aware that form-filling can be tedious to deal 

with, but in the last three years Petko had made this process much simpler than before 

by sending each charge a pre-filled form, so that you only need to report any changes 

to your current records and return it by email. So, once again, a timeous response 

would be greatly appreciated. In most cases, it will take less than five minutes to do. 

Also – there is a small number of charges who have yet to submit their annual report & 

accounts along with the accompanying finance schedules.  Outstanding papers should be 

forwarded as soon as possible to  treasurer@glasgow.anglican.org or forwarded by mail to 

the Diocesan office. 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2faberlourchildcaretrust.enthuse.com%2fcf%2fchristingle-2021&c=E,1,Mcd-g6uuVU0hArWBgsXGmyqyYVWe0VsTs6K58pnRpQ5xedWTfAbkb_y__O7s439foyXCj3vIQ290d8gK5B0kW21wbayC2gx2f9aqFt6g&typo=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZcXJnN3hdF4
mailto:treasurer@glasgow.anglican.org
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Diocesan Synod 2021, and Nominations for Elections 

This remains scheduled for Saturday 5th March, with a Eucharist in our Cathedral and 

the business agenda to be conducted – at the time of writing – in the attractive 

facilities nearby at the Saunders Building of The Glasgow Academy, although we 

await final venue confirmation. The Covid situation might, of course, disrupt these 

plans, and we may have to revert to a virtual Synod as we did in 2021, but – as we 

plan to offer virtual coverage alongside the ‘live’ event – this eventuality will be 

covered.  More details will be sent in early February. 

Elections: whatever transpires regarding the format of Synod, we require to hold 

several elections at the event, in accordance with our new Constitution. As a reminder 

to some, and news to others, I repeat the following information sent to all Regional 

Councils in November: 

Regional Councils would, in the past, have been asked by Christine Hughes to 

make nominations for any General Synod memberships whose terms of office 

had expired, and that were due to be renewed or replaced at our next Synod, 

which would then have been simply homologated at Synod. With the advent of 

our new Diocesan Constitution last July, successful nominees are now to be 

elected at Synod from nominations made to Synod, so no such Regional Council 

nominations are required this year for homologation, albeit nominations will be 

warmly welcomed from any individual members of Regional Councils when 

invitations to nominate are sent out in February 2022 

Similarly, with regard to membership of Diocesan Council, there will now (from 

March ’22) be four ex-officio voting members of Council (the Bishop, the Dean, 

the Provost and the Synod Clerk), as well as six lay and four clergy members, 

and it is hoped that a wide cross-section of nominees from across the Diocese will 

prove willing to serve on this extremely important body, which forms the 

Charitable Trusteeship of the Diocese. Current Council Members will be eligible 

for nomination, whether they are in mid-term of their service or have concluded 

their term(s), but members who have never served on Council are equally 

welcome to be nominated when forms are issued in February 2022. 

Diocesan Council: Diocesan Council will hold its final meeting in its current form on 

January 29th, 2022, after which a new Council will be elected at Synod. As above, 

current members are eligible to stand for re-election, and/or there may be others keen 

to serve for a first time.  Whatever occurs, our thanks are due to all those who have 

served on Council in years gone by, and whose contribution to our Diocesan life has 

been essential. 
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Diocesan Centre Update: on Monday 6th December, Christine Hughes, Iolanthe 

Stack and I attended the office move from St Vincent Place to 49 Cochrane Street, 

which was successfully completed by a very professional and friendly removal team. 

There is still much to do in terms of sorting and placing, but it is a relief that we have 

now moved everything that needed moved before Christmas, and (courtesy of Joe 

Junk!) removed or shredded the accumulated detritus of many years. Huge thanks are 

due to everyone who assisted in packing and preparation, including Petko Marinov 

and Canon Audrey (for the books) and to the Dean for sorting what needed to be 

archived, but especially to Christine and Iolanthe for what was a Herculean task in 

getting everything else packaged up beforehand, ably assisted at times by Christine’s 

husband and other family members. 

New furniture will supplement the re-used furniture in the new year, IT infrastructure 

will be completed, telephone connections and the mailing address will be replaced and 

redirected, but that is all for a future that – for obvious, Covid-related reasons – still 

remains uncertain for the days when we can consider moving in to use the building for 

its intended purpose as an administrative centre as well as a hub for diocesan life in 

the city, and a focus of our public witness. Although we have moved furniture to the 

new Centre, we still retain possession of the St Vincent Place office, and mail can still 

be sent there until otherwise advised. 

For the meantime, however, in addition to the aforementioned thanks, we offer 

enormous gratitude to the Property Committee members who have overseen this 

initiative as well as to Graeme Nicholls Architects and the Insite Project Management 

team, but especially to Rebecca Cadie, Diocesan Architect, who has spent many hours 

offering advice, wisdom and generous amounts of her troubleshooting time 

throughout. Apologies if I’ve left anyone out. 

Clergy and Charge News: some of the information below has already been broadcast 

on our social media and website, but its repetition here should ensure greater 

awareness of recent Diocesan news for those without access to these channels.  

 

For those people who don’t have a Facebook account, I would stress that it’s 

perfectly possible to view the Diocesan Facebook page without an account, where 

much more current news is available – along with attractive illustrations as well! 

Just go to https://www.facebook.com/GGEpiscopal/.  

 

On Thursday 14th October, Bishop Kevin licensed the Rev Lee Johnston as priest-in-

charge of St Andrew’s Episcopal Church Ardrossan and St Peter’s Episcopal 

Church, Dalry. We pray for Lee and his congregations as they begin to work together 

to share their faith and the Good News in their communities. 
 

Bishop Kevin also recently licensed the Rev Harriet Johnston as priest-in-charge 

of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Kilmarnock at a beautiful and uplifting service 

https://www.facebook.com/GGEpiscopal/
https://www.facebook.com/holytrinitykilmarnock/?fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARC_hNkEFBRzBxcT3VoZrPxToI5AjFDy_No0b4OZbtwWE0EByOPsdEBzbgkc3y0OsAJjMwUoB3PxYfQ46vWxCD7YiSCMEgYguMprIWuPnrB7y84nUa77DRN0D7DyG_xbaIwjZvb4MDx6fsklAklnMzf_cyFp_dvDzogoJ0fPQhB4KyG-zauy6ywdfvQVHwS0cTxOVSzrVFLPPQCzNlh0hiQty2-nOcVxJGG3TTnjcxIlrHkOykdPvXgFw4EuQivs3NdkHKAPjbKPKiB1HzjRbTccwjbn6nw44pj22zlN-ydpaQS7ew-AYJI&__tn__=K-R


Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway 

 

  
  Diocesan Office Update, December 2021, Page 6 of 7 

 
 

on Sunday 12th December. We also pray for Harriet and her congregation as they 

begin their ministries in growing the Kingdom of God in Ayrshire. 

 

In November, Bishop Kevin was pleased to announce the appointment of the Rev 

Mark Goodman as Rector of Saint Columba’s Episcopal Church, Largs. 

His institution will be on Easter Monday, 18 April 2022 at 12noon in St Columba’s, 

when he will be welcomed into the Diocese during our Easter octave celebrations of 

the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Mark says, “It is an enormous privilege to be appointed as the next Rector of St 

Columba’s, Largs. When arriving at a new Charge, one is always aware of the history 

of faith that has gone before and in particular the contributions of the saints and souls 

that have maintained that faith in a particular place. Having met with members of St 

Columba’s, I was struck by the warmth of welcome, the enthusiasm that lies at the 

heart of the work in the Church there and the desire to serve the town and 

neighbouring community. I am looking forward to joining colleagues in the Diocese 

of Glasgow and Galloway and playing a full part in the life of the Diocese. 

"I hope that my previous experience in the Scottish Episcopal Church and more 

recently in school chaplaincy will be of benefit to others. Gwen and I are looking 

forward very much to the beginning of a new ministry with the community of St 

Columba’s in Largs.” 

 

Bishop Kevin says, “I am very pleased that Mark is coming to our Diocese to be the 

next Rector of Largs. Mark comes to us with a wealth of experience as a Rector in the 

SEC, where I first knew him, and as a school chaplain. His experience in leadership, 

in the SEC, will be a very valuable asset to the life of our diocese, along with his 

passions for spiritual growth and learning together. I look forward to working with 

Mark, as we move on and look ahead to a new chapter in the ministry of St 

Columba’s, Largs.” 

 

Please pray for Mark and his family as he prepares to move to Largs at the end of the 

Spring academic term. 

 

The Rev Dr Kevin Francis has announced that he will retire from St Bride’s 

Hyndland in July 2022. A fuller valediction will appear in a future Diocesan Office 

Update, but for just now we wish him and the congregation of St Bride’s well in the 

last seven months of his service to the charge and to the Diocese. 

 

Bishop John Taylor: it was with great sadness that we learned of the death of the Rt 

Rev John Taylor, former Bishop of the Diocese of Glasgow and Galloway. 

Bishop John was ordained to the priesthood in 1957, and served as Curate at St 

Margaret's, Gallowgate, Aberdeen before becoming Curate in Charge and then Rector 

at Holy Cross, Knightswood, Glasgow. He remained in the Diocese of Glasgow and 

Galloway for the rest of his active ministry, including many years as Rector at St 

Ninian’s, Pollokshields and then at St John’s, Dumfries. 
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He served as a Canon of St Mary’s Cathedral in Glasgow from 1979 and was 

consecrated Bishop of Glasgow and Galloway in May 1991. He retired in 1998, and 

latterly held a warrant in the Diocese. In recent years he lived in Kirriemuir, and it was 

there that he died on Thursday18th November, aged 89. 

 

Upon the news of Bishop John's death, Bishop Kevin said: "Just as Bishop John began 

his episcopal ministry in Glasgow and Galloway, I began setting up the first 

Provincial-wide Discernment, Selection and Recruitment process. Bishop John’s 

kindness and encouragement were a great help to me in establishing the post of 

Provincial Director of Ordinands. His kindness was matched by his wisdom and, 

through the College of Bishops, his holiness was a gift to all. Both he and his 

secretary Monica provided me with much-needed support and confidence. We thank 

God for Bishop John’s ministry among us." 

 

May Bishop John rest in peace and rise in glory. 

 

 

Festive Break: finally, an enormous thank-you to Christine, Marion and Iolanthe who 

have continued to work from home for far longer than any of us ever expected when 

lockdown began in March 2020, and who continue to do so with amazing efficiency 

and enthusiasm to ensure that the many and varied essential administrative tasks of the 

diocese continue to function. Please note that the Diocesan ‘Virtual Office’ will be 

closed from 4pm on Wednesday 22nd December and will reopen on Wednesday 5th 

January. For now, all of the Office Staff wish everyone a happy and most blessed 

Christmas. 

Kind regards 

John Mitchell, Diocesan Secretary  

diocesansecretary@glasgow.anglican.org,  

Mobile 07798 662711 

mailto:diocesansecretary@glasgow.anglican.org

