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BLESSING FOR REFURBISHED STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 

Lord of light, in the beginning You separated the light 
from the darkness, and said it was good.
You are the true light, which enlightens all people.
May the light that shines through these windows be a blessing 
to us, 
for the adornment of this place and the inspiration of your 
people. 
Grant that as the light shines through them in glorious 
splendour, 
so may our lives show forth the beauty of Your many gifts of 
grace
Let our light shine in the sight of all people, 
so that seeing our good works, all may give glory to You.

(Blessing of St Mary’s windows, by Bishop Gregor, 18 September 2018)
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GETTING IN TOUCH
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The editors are always delighted to receive unsolicited articles; the copy 
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issue.  

To keep up to date with the latest news and upcoming events in both 
churches, see our website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
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R E A D I N G S FROM THE RECTOR

A Window of Opportunity

Throughout a long ministry I have always be-
lieved and preached that “Church” is not about 
“things”, such as buildings, but about the peo-
ple found in those church buildings and 
why they are there. Recently I have 
come to revise this. When we met on 
the joyful occasion to re-dedicate the 
beautiful stained-glass windows of St. 
Mary’s Church, Gatehouse (see the 
article and photos in this issue) those 
of us who attended were very aware 
of sense of light. This came not only 
from the lovingly refurbished windows 
themselves, the dedicated labour that 
went into their restoration and the 
generous gifts from organisations and 
individuals which made the project 
possible, but from generations of 
worshippers who have been blessed 
with inspiration which enlightens faith 
itself.

Over the busy period from now until 
Christmas, a number of 
annual events remind us of potential 
opportunities to invite people into our 
two beautiful churches to enjoy not 
only their inspirational ambience, but 
to share together in an increasingly 
dark world the fact that faith gives 
light. 

7th October 2018
  Genesis 2:18 - 24
  Hebrews 1:1- 4; 2:5-12
  Mark 10: 2-16

14th October 2018
  Amos 5:6-7, 10-15
  Hebrews 4:12-16
  Mark 10:17-31
  
 21st October 2018
  Isaiah 53:4-12
  Hebrews 5:1-10
  Mark 10:35-45

 28th October 2018
  Isaiah 55:1-11
  2 Timothy 3:14-45
  John 5:36-47

4th November 2018
  Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9 or    
  Isaiah 25:6-9
  Revelations 21:1-6a
  John 11:32-44
  
11th November 2018
  Jonah 3:1-5,10
  Hebrews 9:24-28
  Mark 1:14-20
  
18th November 2018
  Daniel 12:1-3
  Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18), 19-25
  Mark 13:1-8

25th November 2018
  Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
  Revelation 1:4-8
  John 18:33-37

“It’s not so much the journey that’s important, as is the way 
we treat those we encounter and those around us along the 
way.” (Jeremy Aldana)

New window in situ
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

The first of these is the Harvest Thanksgiving. Once again we are so 
pleased that children will play a prominent role. In Greyfriars on 7th 
October our Sunday School children will be asked to bring gifts of fruit 
and flowers which will later be distributed to housebound or 
hospitalised church members. I know the church will itself be
 beautifully adorned as always.

Likewise in St. Mary’s one week later the children from Gatehouse 
Primary School, enthusiastically accompanied by their Principal, John 
Riley, will decorate the church on Friday 12th October in their own 
creative fashion. In an age in which every church in the land struggles 
to involve the younger generation, their presence will be so symbolic of 
light and hope.

Truly this is a window of opportunity.

Rev’d Christopher Ketley

It is with great joy that St Ninian’s, Castle Douglas and Christchurch, 
Dalbeattie announce the induction of their new rector, Rev’d Chris-
topher Ketley, on Wednesday, 3rd October at 12 noon at St Ninian’s, 
Castle Douglas. The celebrant will be Bishop Gregor Duncan. 

Christopher and his wife, Jane, already know and love Galloway well, 
through Jane’s family links. They are joined in their new home in Cas-
tle Douglas by their two Labradors, Dominic and Joshua. 



19 4

WINDOWS ON THE SOUL
Blessing of refurbished stained-glass windows in St Mary’s

On the stormy evening of 18th September around 40 people gathered 
in St. Mary’s Church, Gatehouse, to witness the Bishop of Glasgow & 
Galloway, Rt. Rev Dr Gregor Duncan, blessing the newly-refurbished 
stained-glass windows.

The service was led by the rector, with participation from Revs Denis 
Samways and Yvonne Glass and Lay Representative, Barbara 
McFarlane. Several people, including the bishop, remarked that it was a 
“very jolly service” with bright hymns and readings all about light! Our 
gifted organist, Susan Smyth, led the worship. A sumptuous spread af-
terwards added to a thoroughly enjoyable occasion and people seemed 
reluctant to go home, which is always a good sign!

It was also an opportunity to say a warm thank you to the organisations 
and individuals who had donated to the project so generously and to 
those who had laboured to make good the repairs. A representation 
came from Greyfriars Church, who were amongst the most generous 
benefactors. Special praise was reserved for Richard Glass, St. Mary’s 
Property Convenor, who had so enthusiastically overseen the work.

Window - John the Baptist

2018 SHOE BOX APPEAL
Blythswood Care

Since 1966 Blythswood Care has combined the Christian gospel with prac-
tical care. One of their many activities is to distribute shoe boxes, deco-
rated with Christmas paper and filled with all manner of practical items, to 
children, young adults and elders, throughout Eastern Europe and Paki-
stan. The boxes bring not just practical help, but a message of hope and 
love. 

There are many ways in which you can get involved in the work of Blyths-
wood Care. See their website: https://www.blythswood.org/ for informa-
tion.

Leaflets about the Shoe Box appeal, with guidance on what to put in the 
boxes, will be available in the church, and from Cavers’ office on St Mary’s 
Street.  Be sure to leave your shoe box at Cavers’ office on St Mary’s Street 
by 5th November at the latest. Boxes will be collected early the following 
day.
                                *******************************

NOURISH
He brought me to his banqueting table. His banner over me is love.

Saturday, 10th November,  9.30 – 4 pm (registration from 9 am)
Dumfries Baptist Church Centre, Gillbrae Road, Dumfries DG1 4EJ
Cost: £10 (£8 – concession) includes refreshments.
Café available (pre-order lunch at registration) or bring your own lunch

The day will offer a time for women to gather together, to taste and see 
that the Lord is good, to share and listen to one another and to leave 
knowing we have been, and always will be, nourished and loved. 

Rachel Inglis will lead a session in the afternoon on ‘Streams of Living Wa-
ter’ - using Ignatian ways of praying, we will reflect on the Gospel story of 
the woman from Samaria and how it touches our own story. 
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TONGLAND ABBEY – 1218-2018

On Sunday, 9th Sep-
tember, the 800th an-
niversary of Tongland 
Abbey was marked by 
an ecumenical service 
followed by delicious 
refreshments.

The weather stayed 
fine as around 50-60 
local people and 3 
dogs gathered in the 
grounds of the ab-
bey for an ecumenical 
celebration led by Fr 
William, Rev Stephen 
Hazlett and Rev Val Ott. 
Evocative period music 
was provided by the 
Balliol Consort, which 
wafted atmospherically 
around abbey grounds. 
Two bells, the original 
abbey bell which is 
now housed in the Kirkcudbright Museum and the bell 
from Dundrennan Abbey, on loan for the occasion, were rung at the 
start and the conclusion of the service.

The faith history of the abbey and the surrounding area was recounted 
briefly by Fr William, Stephen and Val; much of it about brutal past con-
flict between the denominations. Hopefully we have entered a kinder, 
more tolerant and accepting era marked by ecumenism and love.

Excavations around the abbey are ongoing and some of the finds were 
on display after the service. 

Ruins of Abbey

THE GALLOWAY REGIONAL COUNCIL MEETING
All Saints Challoch, 22nd May 2018 

It was held on a beautiful May day and as usual we shared a very nice 
lunch. The meeting opened with a prayer by Rev Canon Nigel Newton. 
Mrs Veronica Almgill was invited to give a talk about All Saints Challoch. 

They had recently moved some of the pews, which had created more 
space for meetings and offers to other groups to use the church building. 
This was where we all had lunch and were able to meet people. We were 
all invited to give an update about what was happening at our churches.

Lockerbie was planning a new sound system. Two more Eucharistic assist-
ants were to be trained. No progress on arrangements to replace Rev John 
Macleod. They had success with their "Pop-Up" coffee mornings and Taize 
services. 

Moffat was feeling at a standstill, and attendance was reduced. They were 
like so many churches, concerned about the age range of the congrega-
tion. 

Castle Douglas had no applications for a new rector at the present time. 
A meeting was to be held in July with the Bishop and the Dean. Sunday 
school numbers of leaders and children were low due to leaving for uni-
versity.

Dalbeattie, Rev Beryl Scott reported the Tower was down. Members were 
feeling optimistic, as new people had joined. The plant sale had raised 
£1,500 for church funds. Beryl was congratulated on her 90th birthday, 
and Rev Stephen Hazlett paid tribute to her for helping to maintain serv-
ices.

Kirkcudbright, I gave a short update on what Greyfriars were planning 
during the summer, especially The Flower Festival featuring famous Scot-
tish Women, during the Art & Crafts Trail. I was glad to report that Sunday 
School was doing well, with activities and storytelling at this time. 
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Mike Moore & John Morton

Judy Samways & Margaret Phillips

Sally Ann Madeley & Penny Richmond
in front of window

New Galloway had raised £550 for the Air Ambulance with cake and 
plant stalls. Rev John Redpath is leaving in October after 20 years. Two 
new couples have joined the congregation. 

Gatehouse of Fleet spoke of the window replacements and acknowl-
edged that Greyfriars had helped with the financing. They were having 
various activities during the summer, e.g. Songs of Praise and a Church 
Concert. 

Annan / Stranraer / Dumfries / Portpatrick  also gave reports. Those 
without ministers were grateful to retired clergy for leading services. 

We also had a discussion on GDPR. Mrs Nicolette Wise reported on the 
Diocesan Synod meeting held on May 12th at Kilmarnock. Of course, 
there was also a discussion on the bishop’s retirement.
Barbara Hawkesford
Lay Representative, Greyfriars Church

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Friday 9th November, Greyfriars Church
Catherine Nardiello, concert pianist, will give a performance of 
classical and modern music. Contact Vivien Dania for more details.

Saturday 8 December, 10am – 3pm
Winter Wonderland in Kirkcudbright Parish Hall.  Father Christmas is 
due to arrive at the harbour 11.45am approx. If you would like to get 
involved, please contact Vivien Dania on 01557 330186.  
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Open air service

KNITTING FOR THE MISSION TO SEAFARERS
By Barbara McFarlane

Several years ago, on Sea Sunday, the congregation of St. Mary's 
listened to a talk about the work of the Mission to Seafarers. Jennifer 
Gray, who is a trustee and director of the Mission in Scotland, spoke 
of ways to help seafarers. As well as financial support, knitting items 
such as scarves, gloves, socks, balaclavas and hats was of great ben-
efit. 

Patterns were downloaded from the Mission's website, (www.mis-
siontoseafarersscotland.org) needles found, wool appeared and that's 
how the knitting began. It isn't a group activity - people knit when 
they have spare time. It is a relaxing activity, the knitting is not compli-
cated and wool is always available. Greyfriars has also contributed to 
the scheme and if you would like to knit something for the seafarers 
Sylvia Elliot (01557 331435) from Greyfriars is happy to help you to 
begin.  

Every year, many knitted items are delivered to the Mission to Seafar-
ers in Leith and Grangemouth via Jennifer Gray. Over the years, the 
seafarers have received warm garments, especially hats - the average 
sent each year is 35. When the chaplain of the Mission in Grange-
mouth visits a vessel, he always takes a woolly hat. Maybe it is one 
knitted by you!

Range of knitwear produced

Rev John Collard, Fr William, Rev Hazlett, Rev Val Ott
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traditional Psalm 100, set in seven different languages was inspiring, 
contemplative and joyful. [Editor: it also received a standing ovation, as I 
recall.]

We are now preparing for our Winter Concert and we hope with hard 
work, dedication and new members (everyone welcome!) that it will live 
up to previous standards. I wanted ‘uplifting’ and I was and am raised up 
every time I sing with the choir. I learned to push myself beyond my com-
fort zones and I'm very glad I did.

GROWING IN PRAYER
At 7.30 pm on Mondays in October.

St John’s Episcopal Church, Lovers Walk, Dumfries. 
A series of talks followed by open discussion.

1st October
Bishop Gordon Mursell: Praying with Scripture and Words.
‘Using Biblical prayer to unlock our deepest longings and open us to the 
power of the Spirit.’

8th October
Sister Susan SLG: Praying in Silence.
‘Life in community: contemplation and the monastic hours.’

15th October
Fr John Musther: Praying with Icons.
‘Liturgy and icons as the revelation of heaven.’

22nd October
Rachel Inglis: Praying with the Imagination. 
The Ignatian Way: ‘A way of praying in which the creative faculty is placed at 
the service of the word of God.’ (Michael Ivens SJ)

ALL ARE MOST WELCOME TO THESE TALKS. DO BRING A FRIEND OR OTHERS 
INTERESTED. NO NEED TO BOOK

*******************************

SEA HAMES*

My length is excessive, and I stand quite high
I have come to visit Kirkcudbright
Fenced in by the harbour, I watch the boats pass.
At night it is dark, often wet,
But during the day the crowds come to ogle
To question, and ask, ‘What is he?’
I wish I could talk, answer and chat
I am static, large, an exhibit
The children point, think I am fun
Their parents think I am art
In truth, of course, I am both
My shape is unusual, lean waisted and long
My head equine and noble.
I am tethered completely whilst on display.
Frustrated, I silently wait.
At the end of this spell I’ll return to the meadow.
I’ll canter and whinny, shake my willow-wove whole.
I’ll race into the forest, reconnect with my friends
Their branches will open to welcome
One, who, like them, was once a tree.

Jane Richardson

*Sea Hames: a willow sculpture on display during Kirkcudbright Arts 
and Crafts Trail 2018. It will return briefly from 5-14 October during the 
Kirkcudbright Festival of Light.
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YOU RAISE ME UP
By Hazel Hazlett

I walked into the Parish Hall on a dark January night in 2017, full of 
trepidation and misgivings. I needed uplifting! Could I do this? Would I 
like it? I had been singing all my life, even solos as a teenager, but 
music in a Pentecostal Church was very different from what I was about 
to embark upon!

For the past 16 years I had been a member of Sunderland Minster 
Church Choir, practicing on a Thursday night and of course taking part in 
all the Sunday Services and special occasions including the annual joint 
choir festival in Durham Cathedral. I loved it! I could also, I suppose, 
have joined the Choral Society there but two things prevented me. I 
was afraid that I would be rejected and rehearsals were on a consecu-
tive night to church choir, and I couldn't attend both as my shifts at the 
hospital meant late finishes on those nights. 

Everyone was very friendly as I sat down and claimed I sang first
 soprano. Encouragingly, not all the music was familiar to everyone with 
only one piece being sung previously. I was encouraged by the large 
number of people (around 70) in the choir and felt that I could at least 
listen and learn. After 2 hours I went home feeling inspired and wanting 
to go back.

A few months later, on 1st April, I found myself standing on the stage in 
Cochrane Hall with the choir and other guest musicians, performing Ola 
Gjeilo's 'Dark Night of the Soul' and 'Luminous Night of the Soul' finishing 
with 'Requiem for the Living' by Dan Forrest. That was the first of three 
concerts I have now taken part in, all different but all equally challenging 
and wonderful.

The Christmas Concert in 2017, 'In Terra Pax' by Gerard Finzi, also includ-
ed music by Bob Chilcott, Leonard Bernstein and Donald Fraser.
The third concert was again in April this year and I think was the high-
light for a lot of choir members! Starting with Gabriel Faire's 'Requiem' 
and finishing with Dan Forrest's 'Jubilate Deo’. This global aspect of the 

A WEEK IN THE LIFE OF A LAY REP
By Barbara Hawkesford, Lay Rep Greyfriars

This past week (18-25 September) has been very busy. 
On Tuesday 18th the vestry was invited to St Mary’s for a service and bless-
ing of the stained glass windows. Rev Stephen Hazlett and the Rt Rev Dr 
Gregor Duncan took the service. We were all made welcome and enjoyed 
a very nice service. Thank you to St Mary’s for the lovely food and drink. 

On Saturday 22nd I went to Kilmarnock with the rector and Jenny Wright 
(early start at 7am!).  Barbara McFarlane joined us. First we attended Holy 
Trinity Church for Eucharist celebrated by Bishop Gregor, quite a moving 
service. This was an extra Diocesan Synod meeting, the first of three [relat-
ing to finding and electing a new bishop]. 

I have to say, I was quite worried about the meeting, but that soon disap-
peared, as I began to recognize people I had met back in May. Obviously 
this will be a long process with many meetings. I now realize it is a privi-
lege to attend and to be with such dedicated and hard-working people, 
sometimes not recognized for what they do. We then had a break and a 
very nice buffet lunch.

On Sunday 23rd Rev Janice Aiton had invited the Regional Council to at-
tend the Ordination of Rev Dr James Clark-Maxwell at St John’s, Dumfries. 
Andy and I attended. Again we had Eucharist. Beautiful choir, Bishop 
Gregor was present, James was supported by his wife, four children, par-
ents and family.  Again, it was a moving service, his family were so proud 
of him. It was a privilege to be given the bread by James. Young men and 
women being ordained are so dedicated and need all the support they can 
get.

After the service, we all attended a lovely cooked lunch with wine. I'm sure 
the bishop will be looking forward to his retirement after all his work this 
week.

On Tuesday 25th a meeting at St Johns Dumfries of the Regional Council. 
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EARTHGAZING   
By Rachel Inglis

Earth gazing is apparently something astronauts love to do when they have 
free time while on a space mission. In fact, they can spend hours doing so. 
You’d think having travelled all that way they’d be more interested in look-
ing into outer space beyond our planet, but a NASA scientist put it like this: 

“We spent all those years on the race to the moon and striving to get 
there, and then when we arrived, we turned round and saw the earth. It’s 
like we had to go to the moon in order to see ourselves.”

When astronauts speak about that moment of first seeing the earth, they 
resort to words like ‘awe’, ‘beauty’, ‘home’, ‘fragile’ to try to articulate how 
it feels to gaze on the earth. I’m old enough to remember the first moon 
landing and the impact seeing those first images of the earth had on the 
global community. Seeing ourselves from the outside, floating in space. 
Edgar Mitchell, the sixth human being to walk on the moon, said of his 
experience:

“You develop an instant global consciousness, a people orientation, an 
intense dissatisfaction with the state of the world, and a compulsion to 
do something about it. From out there on the moon, international politics 
seem so petty.”

‘Gazing’ is a term used for contemplating icons. It’s a form of looking at an 
image acceptingly, non-judgementally and with a softened focus, allowing 
the icon to speak to you.

“…we have to realise that a true ecological approach always becomes 
a social approach; it must integrate questions of justice in debates on 
the environment, so as to hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of 
the poor.” [Pope Francis, Laudato Si’]

It is Francis’ belief that humanity has been a poor steward of the en-
vironment. Now is the time to protect it by combatting poverty and 
restoring dignity to the excluded. In this he invites us to develop a 
spirituality that will motivate us to a more passionate concern for the 
protection of our world. There is certainly much on which to ponder.

A PRAYER FOR OUR EARTH, Pope Francis, Laudato Si’ (2015)

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe
and in the smallest of your creatures.
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.
Pour out upon us the power of your love,
that we may protect life and beauty.
Fill us with peace, that we may live
as brothers and sisters, harming no one.
O God of the poor,
help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth,
so precious in your eyes.
Bring healing to our lives,
that we may protect the world and not prey on it,
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.
Touch the hearts
of those who look only for gain
at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,
to be filled with awe and contemplation
to recognise that we are profoundly united
with every creature
as we journey towards your infinite light.
We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray in our struggle
for justice, love and peace.
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The “Incarnation Exercise” in the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises resonates 
very much with ‘earth gazing’. Although having written it almost 400 
years earlier, it is as if Ignatius had imagined precisely what those astro-
nauts had seen in reality.

In the Exercise, we are invited to imagine the Trinity ‘looking down on 
the world’ and having a conversation about what they see. 

And so we: “try to enter into the vision of God – the mystery of divinity 
shared by three divine persons – looking upon our world: men and wom-
en being born and being laid to rest, some getting married and some 
getting divorced, the old and the young, the rich and the poor, the happy 
and the sad, so many people aimless, despairing, hateful and killing, so 
many undernourished, sick and dying, so many struggling with life and 
blind to any meaning. With God [we] can hear people laughing and cry-
ing, some shouting and screaming, some praying, some cursing….. 

“It is as if [we] can hear the Divine Persons saying, ‘Let us work the re-
demption of the whole human race; let us respond to the groaning of all 
creation.’ [SE101-107]”

This Exercise leads into the Annunciation, when Gabriel visits Mary to in-
vite her to embrace God’s call on her life. Many people who make the Ig-
natian Spiritual Exercises experience this Incarnation Exercise as pivotal: 
a moment when they begin to grasp how deeply connected humankind 
is, what it means to be part of the great web of life on this sacred planet 
and when we begin to see the world as God sees. When that happens, it 
is only a short step to being open to receive the grace to love the world 
as God loves.

So, I extend the invitation to you to sit with an image of our sacred 
planet and imagine the Trinity looking at us and having a conversation, 
as outlined above, which leads to Gabriel being sent to speak to Mary 
………….who knows where your earth gazing will lead?

AN INTRODUCTION TO “LAUDATO SI’: 
On care for our common home”
By Father William McFadden

Among the teachings of Pope Francis, the encyclical letter “Laudato Si’” 
with its theme of care for the environment has drawn much acclaim. It is 
a document which invites all people to undertake a mission to save the 
planet, re-examine our relationship with God, and commit ourselves to 
acting in the service of the most poor and vulnerable.

The background to the document is Francis’ own training as a scientist, as 
well as his personal experience of living with the poverty present in the 
Global South.

The encyclical develops the important theme that creation is God’s gift, 
and it is the responsibility of humanity to care for this gift. The pope 
rejects the theory that gives humanity domination over creation, as this 
has led to the exploitation and destruction of nature. Instead he speaks 
of the interrelatedness of our relationship with God, with our neighbour, 
and with the earth. The earth is a shared inheritance, belonging to every-
one, and whose fruits are meant to benefit all creation.

Perhaps the most innovative aspect of the encyclical is Pope Francis’ 
insight in bringing together the question of the environment with that of 
social justice. Only by attending to climate change can we respond to the 
actual needs of the most poor and vulnerable. In highlighting the plight 
of the poor in our global society, he confronts the truth that the costs of 
the present climate largely fall upon the poor. In a scathing critique of our 
consumer-driven culture and throwaway society he confronts the busi-
ness ethic that sees profits as primary, extreme individualism as encour-
aged, and unlimited growth as the only target and aspiration. For Francis, 
our current economic system is both fuelling the environmental and 
climate crisis, and actively preventing us from taking the necessary action 
to avert it.
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EARTHGAZING   
By Rachel Inglis

Earth gazing is apparently something astronauts love to do when they have 
free time while on a space mission. In fact, they can spend hours doing so. 
You’d think having travelled all that way they’d be more interested in look-
ing into outer space beyond our planet, but a NASA scientist put it like this: 

“We spent all those years on the race to the moon and striving to get 
there, and then when we arrived, we turned round and saw the earth. It’s 
like we had to go to the moon in order to see ourselves.”

When astronauts speak about that moment of first seeing the earth, they 
resort to words like ‘awe’, ‘beauty’, ‘home’, ‘fragile’ to try to articulate how 
it feels to gaze on the earth. I’m old enough to remember the first moon 
landing and the impact seeing those first images of the earth had on the 
global community. Seeing ourselves from the outside, floating in space. 
Edgar Mitchell, the sixth human being to walk on the moon, said of his 
experience:

“You develop an instant global consciousness, a people orientation, an 
intense dissatisfaction with the state of the world, and a compulsion to 
do something about it. From out there on the moon, international politics 
seem so petty.”

‘Gazing’ is a term used for contemplating icons. It’s a form of looking at an 
image acceptingly, non-judgementally and with a softened focus, allowing 
the icon to speak to you.

“…we have to realise that a true ecological approach always becomes 
a social approach; it must integrate questions of justice in debates on 
the environment, so as to hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of 
the poor.” [Pope Francis, Laudato Si’]

It is Francis’ belief that humanity has been a poor steward of the en-
vironment. Now is the time to protect it by combatting poverty and 
restoring dignity to the excluded. In this he invites us to develop a 
spirituality that will motivate us to a more passionate concern for the 
protection of our world. There is certainly much on which to ponder.

A PRAYER FOR OUR EARTH, Pope Francis, Laudato Si’ (2015)

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe
and in the smallest of your creatures.
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.
Pour out upon us the power of your love,
that we may protect life and beauty.
Fill us with peace, that we may live
as brothers and sisters, harming no one.
O God of the poor,
help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth,
so precious in your eyes.
Bring healing to our lives,
that we may protect the world and not prey on it,
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.
Touch the hearts
of those who look only for gain
at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,
to be filled with awe and contemplation
to recognise that we are profoundly united
with every creature
as we journey towards your infinite light.
We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray in our struggle
for justice, love and peace.
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YOU RAISE ME UP
By Hazel Hazlett

I walked into the Parish Hall on a dark January night in 2017, full of 
trepidation and misgivings. I needed uplifting! Could I do this? Would I 
like it? I had been singing all my life, even solos as a teenager, but 
music in a Pentecostal Church was very different from what I was about 
to embark upon!

For the past 16 years I had been a member of Sunderland Minster 
Church Choir, practicing on a Thursday night and of course taking part in 
all the Sunday Services and special occasions including the annual joint 
choir festival in Durham Cathedral. I loved it! I could also, I suppose, 
have joined the Choral Society there but two things prevented me. I 
was afraid that I would be rejected and rehearsals were on a consecu-
tive night to church choir, and I couldn't attend both as my shifts at the 
hospital meant late finishes on those nights. 

Everyone was very friendly as I sat down and claimed I sang first
 soprano. Encouragingly, not all the music was familiar to everyone with 
only one piece being sung previously. I was encouraged by the large 
number of people (around 70) in the choir and felt that I could at least 
listen and learn. After 2 hours I went home feeling inspired and wanting 
to go back.

A few months later, on 1st April, I found myself standing on the stage in 
Cochrane Hall with the choir and other guest musicians, performing Ola 
Gjeilo's 'Dark Night of the Soul' and 'Luminous Night of the Soul' finishing 
with 'Requiem for the Living' by Dan Forrest. That was the first of three 
concerts I have now taken part in, all different but all equally challenging 
and wonderful.

The Christmas Concert in 2017, 'In Terra Pax' by Gerard Finzi, also includ-
ed music by Bob Chilcott, Leonard Bernstein and Donald Fraser.
The third concert was again in April this year and I think was the high-
light for a lot of choir members! Starting with Gabriel Faire's 'Requiem' 
and finishing with Dan Forrest's 'Jubilate Deo’. This global aspect of the 

A WEEK IN THE LIFE OF A LAY REP
By Barbara Hawkesford, Lay Rep Greyfriars

This past week (18-25 September) has been very busy. 
On Tuesday 18th the vestry was invited to St Mary’s for a service and bless-
ing of the stained glass windows. Rev Stephen Hazlett and the Rt Rev Dr 
Gregor Duncan took the service. We were all made welcome and enjoyed 
a very nice service. Thank you to St Mary’s for the lovely food and drink. 

On Saturday 22nd I went to Kilmarnock with the rector and Jenny Wright 
(early start at 7am!).  Barbara McFarlane joined us. First we attended Holy 
Trinity Church for Eucharist celebrated by Bishop Gregor, quite a moving 
service. This was an extra Diocesan Synod meeting, the first of three [relat-
ing to finding and electing a new bishop]. 

I have to say, I was quite worried about the meeting, but that soon disap-
peared, as I began to recognize people I had met back in May. Obviously 
this will be a long process with many meetings. I now realize it is a privi-
lege to attend and to be with such dedicated and hard-working people, 
sometimes not recognized for what they do. We then had a break and a 
very nice buffet lunch.

On Sunday 23rd Rev Janice Aiton had invited the Regional Council to at-
tend the Ordination of Rev Dr James Clark-Maxwell at St John’s, Dumfries. 
Andy and I attended. Again we had Eucharist. Beautiful choir, Bishop 
Gregor was present, James was supported by his wife, four children, par-
ents and family.  Again, it was a moving service, his family were so proud 
of him. It was a privilege to be given the bread by James. Young men and 
women being ordained are so dedicated and need all the support they can 
get.

After the service, we all attended a lovely cooked lunch with wine. I'm sure 
the bishop will be looking forward to his retirement after all his work this 
week.

On Tuesday 25th a meeting at St Johns Dumfries of the Regional Council. 



15 8

traditional Psalm 100, set in seven different languages was inspiring, 
contemplative and joyful. [Editor: it also received a standing ovation, as I 
recall.]

We are now preparing for our Winter Concert and we hope with hard 
work, dedication and new members (everyone welcome!) that it will live 
up to previous standards. I wanted ‘uplifting’ and I was and am raised up 
every time I sing with the choir. I learned to push myself beyond my com-
fort zones and I'm very glad I did.

GROWING IN PRAYER
At 7.30 pm on Mondays in October.

St John’s Episcopal Church, Lovers Walk, Dumfries. 
A series of talks followed by open discussion.

1st October
Bishop Gordon Mursell: Praying with Scripture and Words.
‘Using Biblical prayer to unlock our deepest longings and open us to the 
power of the Spirit.’

8th October
Sister Susan SLG: Praying in Silence.
‘Life in community: contemplation and the monastic hours.’

15th October
Fr John Musther: Praying with Icons.
‘Liturgy and icons as the revelation of heaven.’

22nd October
Rachel Inglis: Praying with the Imagination. 
The Ignatian Way: ‘A way of praying in which the creative faculty is placed at 
the service of the word of God.’ (Michael Ivens SJ)

ALL ARE MOST WELCOME TO THESE TALKS. DO BRING A FRIEND OR OTHERS 
INTERESTED. NO NEED TO BOOK

*******************************

SEA HAMES*

My length is excessive, and I stand quite high
I have come to visit Kirkcudbright
Fenced in by the harbour, I watch the boats pass.
At night it is dark, often wet,
But during the day the crowds come to ogle
To question, and ask, ‘What is he?’
I wish I could talk, answer and chat
I am static, large, an exhibit
The children point, think I am fun
Their parents think I am art
In truth, of course, I am both
My shape is unusual, lean waisted and long
My head equine and noble.
I am tethered completely whilst on display.
Frustrated, I silently wait.
At the end of this spell I’ll return to the meadow.
I’ll canter and whinny, shake my willow-wove whole.
I’ll race into the forest, reconnect with my friends
Their branches will open to welcome
One, who, like them, was once a tree.

Jane Richardson

*Sea Hames: a willow sculpture on display during Kirkcudbright Arts 
and Crafts Trail 2018. It will return briefly from 5-14 October during the 
Kirkcudbright Festival of Light.
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Open air service

KNITTING FOR THE MISSION TO SEAFARERS
By Barbara McFarlane

Several years ago, on Sea Sunday, the congregation of St. Mary's 
listened to a talk about the work of the Mission to Seafarers. Jennifer 
Gray, who is a trustee and director of the Mission in Scotland, spoke 
of ways to help seafarers. As well as financial support, knitting items 
such as scarves, gloves, socks, balaclavas and hats was of great ben-
efit. 

Patterns were downloaded from the Mission's website, (www.mis-
siontoseafarersscotland.org) needles found, wool appeared and that's 
how the knitting began. It isn't a group activity - people knit when 
they have spare time. It is a relaxing activity, the knitting is not compli-
cated and wool is always available. Greyfriars has also contributed to 
the scheme and if you would like to knit something for the seafarers 
Sylvia Elliot (01557 331435) from Greyfriars is happy to help you to 
begin.  

Every year, many knitted items are delivered to the Mission to Seafar-
ers in Leith and Grangemouth via Jennifer Gray. Over the years, the 
seafarers have received warm garments, especially hats - the average 
sent each year is 35. When the chaplain of the Mission in Grange-
mouth visits a vessel, he always takes a woolly hat. Maybe it is one 
knitted by you!

Range of knitwear produced

Rev John Collard, Fr William, Rev Hazlett, Rev Val Ott
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TONGLAND ABBEY – 1218-2018

On Sunday, 9th Sep-
tember, the 800th an-
niversary of Tongland 
Abbey was marked by 
an ecumenical service 
followed by delicious 
refreshments.

The weather stayed 
fine as around 50-60 
local people and 3 
dogs gathered in the 
grounds of the ab-
bey for an ecumenical 
celebration led by Fr 
William, Rev Stephen 
Hazlett and Rev Val Ott. 
Evocative period music 
was provided by the 
Balliol Consort, which 
wafted atmospherically 
around abbey grounds. 
Two bells, the original 
abbey bell which is 
now housed in the Kirkcudbright Museum and the bell 
from Dundrennan Abbey, on loan for the occasion, were rung at the 
start and the conclusion of the service.

The faith history of the abbey and the surrounding area was recounted 
briefly by Fr William, Stephen and Val; much of it about brutal past con-
flict between the denominations. Hopefully we have entered a kinder, 
more tolerant and accepting era marked by ecumenism and love.

Excavations around the abbey are ongoing and some of the finds were 
on display after the service. 

Ruins of Abbey

THE GALLOWAY REGIONAL COUNCIL MEETING
All Saints Challoch, 22nd May 2018 

It was held on a beautiful May day and as usual we shared a very nice 
lunch. The meeting opened with a prayer by Rev Canon Nigel Newton. 
Mrs Veronica Almgill was invited to give a talk about All Saints Challoch. 

They had recently moved some of the pews, which had created more 
space for meetings and offers to other groups to use the church building. 
This was where we all had lunch and were able to meet people. We were 
all invited to give an update about what was happening at our churches.

Lockerbie was planning a new sound system. Two more Eucharistic assist-
ants were to be trained. No progress on arrangements to replace Rev John 
Macleod. They had success with their "Pop-Up" coffee mornings and Taize 
services. 

Moffat was feeling at a standstill, and attendance was reduced. They were 
like so many churches, concerned about the age range of the congrega-
tion. 

Castle Douglas had no applications for a new rector at the present time. 
A meeting was to be held in July with the Bishop and the Dean. Sunday 
school numbers of leaders and children were low due to leaving for uni-
versity.

Dalbeattie, Rev Beryl Scott reported the Tower was down. Members were 
feeling optimistic, as new people had joined. The plant sale had raised 
£1,500 for church funds. Beryl was congratulated on her 90th birthday, 
and Rev Stephen Hazlett paid tribute to her for helping to maintain serv-
ices.

Kirkcudbright, I gave a short update on what Greyfriars were planning 
during the summer, especially The Flower Festival featuring famous Scot-
tish Women, during the Art & Crafts Trail. I was glad to report that Sunday 
School was doing well, with activities and storytelling at this time. 
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Mike Moore & John Morton

Judy Samways & Margaret Phillips

Sally Ann Madeley & Penny Richmond
in front of window

New Galloway had raised £550 for the Air Ambulance with cake and 
plant stalls. Rev John Redpath is leaving in October after 20 years. Two 
new couples have joined the congregation. 

Gatehouse of Fleet spoke of the window replacements and acknowl-
edged that Greyfriars had helped with the financing. They were having 
various activities during the summer, e.g. Songs of Praise and a Church 
Concert. 

Annan / Stranraer / Dumfries / Portpatrick  also gave reports. Those 
without ministers were grateful to retired clergy for leading services. 

We also had a discussion on GDPR. Mrs Nicolette Wise reported on the 
Diocesan Synod meeting held on May 12th at Kilmarnock. Of course, 
there was also a discussion on the bishop’s retirement.
Barbara Hawkesford
Lay Representative, Greyfriars Church

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Friday 9th November, Greyfriars Church
Catherine Nardiello, concert pianist, will give a performance of 
classical and modern music. Contact Vivien Dania for more details.

Saturday 8 December, 10am – 3pm
Winter Wonderland in Kirkcudbright Parish Hall.  Father Christmas is 
due to arrive at the harbour 11.45am approx. If you would like to get 
involved, please contact Vivien Dania on 01557 330186.  
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WINDOWS ON THE SOUL
Blessing of refurbished stained-glass windows in St Mary’s

On the stormy evening of 18th September around 40 people gathered 
in St. Mary’s Church, Gatehouse, to witness the Bishop of Glasgow & 
Galloway, Rt. Rev Dr Gregor Duncan, blessing the newly-refurbished 
stained-glass windows.

The service was led by the rector, with participation from Revs Denis 
Samways and Yvonne Glass and Lay Representative, Barbara 
McFarlane. Several people, including the bishop, remarked that it was a 
“very jolly service” with bright hymns and readings all about light! Our 
gifted organist, Susan Smyth, led the worship. A sumptuous spread af-
terwards added to a thoroughly enjoyable occasion and people seemed 
reluctant to go home, which is always a good sign!

It was also an opportunity to say a warm thank you to the organisations 
and individuals who had donated to the project so generously and to 
those who had laboured to make good the repairs. A representation 
came from Greyfriars Church, who were amongst the most generous 
benefactors. Special praise was reserved for Richard Glass, St. Mary’s 
Property Convenor, who had so enthusiastically overseen the work.

Window - John the Baptist

2018 SHOE BOX APPEAL
Blythswood Care

Since 1966 Blythswood Care has combined the Christian gospel with prac-
tical care. One of their many activities is to distribute shoe boxes, deco-
rated with Christmas paper and filled with all manner of practical items, to 
children, young adults and elders, throughout Eastern Europe and Paki-
stan. The boxes bring not just practical help, but a message of hope and 
love. 

There are many ways in which you can get involved in the work of Blyths-
wood Care. See their website: https://www.blythswood.org/ for informa-
tion.

Leaflets about the Shoe Box appeal, with guidance on what to put in the 
boxes, will be available in the church, and from Cavers’ office on St Mary’s 
Street.  Be sure to leave your shoe box at Cavers’ office on St Mary’s Street 
by 5th November at the latest. Boxes will be collected early the following 
day.
                                *******************************

NOURISH
He brought me to his banqueting table. His banner over me is love.

Saturday, 10th November,  9.30 – 4 pm (registration from 9 am)
Dumfries Baptist Church Centre, Gillbrae Road, Dumfries DG1 4EJ
Cost: £10 (£8 – concession) includes refreshments.
Café available (pre-order lunch at registration) or bring your own lunch

The day will offer a time for women to gather together, to taste and see 
that the Lord is good, to share and listen to one another and to leave 
knowing we have been, and always will be, nourished and loved. 

Rachel Inglis will lead a session in the afternoon on ‘Streams of Living Wa-
ter’ - using Ignatian ways of praying, we will reflect on the Gospel story of 
the woman from Samaria and how it touches our own story. 
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

The first of these is the Harvest Thanksgiving. Once again we are so 
pleased that children will play a prominent role. In Greyfriars on 7th 
October our Sunday School children will be asked to bring gifts of fruit 
and flowers which will later be distributed to housebound or 
hospitalised church members. I know the church will itself be
 beautifully adorned as always.

Likewise in St. Mary’s one week later the children from Gatehouse 
Primary School, enthusiastically accompanied by their Principal, John 
Riley, will decorate the church on Friday 12th October in their own 
creative fashion. In an age in which every church in the land struggles 
to involve the younger generation, their presence will be so symbolic of 
light and hope.

Truly this is a window of opportunity.

Rev’d Christopher Ketley

It is with great joy that St Ninian’s, Castle Douglas and Christchurch, 
Dalbeattie announce the induction of their new rector, Rev’d Chris-
topher Ketley, on Wednesday, 3rd October at 12 noon at St Ninian’s, 
Castle Douglas. The celebrant will be Bishop Gregor Duncan. 

Christopher and his wife, Jane, already know and love Galloway well, 
through Jane’s family links. They are joined in their new home in Cas-
tle Douglas by their two Labradors, Dominic and Joshua. 
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R E A D I N G S FROM THE RECTOR

A Window of Opportunity

Throughout a long ministry I have always be-
lieved and preached that “Church” is not about 
“things”, such as buildings, but about the peo-
ple found in those church buildings and 
why they are there. Recently I have 
come to revise this. When we met on 
the joyful occasion to re-dedicate the 
beautiful stained-glass windows of St. 
Mary’s Church, Gatehouse (see the 
article and photos in this issue) those 
of us who attended were very aware 
of sense of light. This came not only 
from the lovingly refurbished windows 
themselves, the dedicated labour that 
went into their restoration and the 
generous gifts from organisations and 
individuals which made the project 
possible, but from generations of 
worshippers who have been blessed 
with inspiration which enlightens faith 
itself.

Over the busy period from now until 
Christmas, a number of 
annual events remind us of potential 
opportunities to invite people into our 
two beautiful churches to enjoy not 
only their inspirational ambience, but 
to share together in an increasingly 
dark world the fact that faith gives 
light. 

7th October 2018
  Genesis 2:18 - 24
  Hebrews 1:1- 4; 2:5-12
  Mark 10: 2-16

14th October 2018
  Amos 5:6-7, 10-15
  Hebrews 4:12-16
  Mark 10:17-31
  
 21st October 2018
  Isaiah 53:4-12
  Hebrews 5:1-10
  Mark 10:35-45

 28th October 2018
  Isaiah 55:1-11
  2 Timothy 3:14-45
  John 5:36-47

4th November 2018
  Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9 or    
  Isaiah 25:6-9
  Revelations 21:1-6a
  John 11:32-44
  
11th November 2018
  Jonah 3:1-5,10
  Hebrews 9:24-28
  Mark 1:14-20
  
18th November 2018
  Daniel 12:1-3
  Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18), 19-25
  Mark 13:1-8

25th November 2018
  Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
  Revelation 1:4-8
  John 18:33-37

“It’s not so much the journey that’s important, as is the way 
we treat those we encounter and those around us along the 
way.” (Jeremy Aldana)

New window in situ
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Thursdays  10.00am  Holy communion, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright
  11-11.15  “Just a Moment” reflective, ecumenical prayer
    Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

GETTING IN TOUCH
Rector: Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett
E: stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk  
T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

Greyfriars’ Vestry Secretary: Gwen Shaw
E: gwendoline.shaw@gmail.com, T: 01557 330239
St Mary’s Vestry Secretary: Laura Durling
E: girthonoldmanse@btinternet.com

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
If you would like to enquire about holding a baptism, wedding or funeral at
either church, please contact our Rector, Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett

Greyfriars and St Mary’s are part of the Scottish Episcopal Diocese of 
Glasgow and Galloway: Website:http://glasgow.anglican.org/ LINK Editors: Rachel Inglis, (E:info@aigfois.co.uk) and

Jane Richardson (E: richardson.jane@gmail.com)
LINK Layout: Vivien Dania
Front Cover Photograph: Mary Ashmore
Other photographs provided by Rachel Inglis, Hazel Hazlett, 
Jane Richardson, Barbara McFarlane.

The editors are always delighted to receive unsolicited articles; the copy 
deadline is the 20th of the month before the publication of the next 
issue.  

To keep up to date with the latest news and upcoming events in both 
churches, see our website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
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BLESSING FOR REFURBISHED STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 

Lord of light, in the beginning You separated the light 
from the darkness, and said it was good.
You are the true light, which enlightens all people.
May the light that shines through these windows be a blessing 
to us, 
for the adornment of this place and the inspiration of your 
people. 
Grant that as the light shines through them in glorious 
splendour, 
so may our lives show forth the beauty of Your many gifts of 
grace
Let our light shine in the sight of all people, 
so that seeing our good works, all may give glory to You.

(Blessing of St Mary’s windows, by Bishop Gregor, 18 September 2018)


