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Link Magazine Policy Statement 
The views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of the 
editorial team or that of the vestries of Greyfriars and St Mary’s, but are intended 
as a sharing of the life of the people who make up the community there, and those 
elsewhere whom we invite to contribute. 

Rector:  Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett 
  stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
  T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

GREYFRIARS
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara Hawkesford        
Alt Lay Rep   Mrs Doreen Blackadder      
Vestry Secretary  Mrs Gwen Shaw JP       
Treasurer   Mr Anthony Bird       
Vestry Members  Mr John Boyd  
    Dr Mike Moore          
    Mr Robert Reddaway
    Mr Randale Roy Rushing
Property Convenor  Mr Nigel Davies 
KCT Representative                       Mrs Doreen Blackadder  
Flower Convenor  Mrs Gwen Shaw/Mrs Hazel Hazlett
Brass Cleaning     Mrs Louise Boyd       
Protection Co-ordinator  Mrs Gwen Shaw JP 
Sunday School   Steph Moore & Rosemarie Main
Sunday School is the first Sunday each month

ST MARY’S
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara McFarlane  
Alt Lay Representative  Lady Beverley Vaux 
Secretary   Mrs Vivien Millner
Treasurer   Mr Mike Ashmore
Vestry Members  Mrs Janet Hannay
    Mrs Sally-Ann Madeley      Dr John Morton
    Miss Pene Richmond          Mrs Judy Samways
Admin/printing   Mrs Barbara McFarlane
Property Convenor  Mr Richard Glass
Flower Convenor  Mrs Catherine Keye  
Protection Co-ordinator  Mrs Judy Samways    

CHURCH SERVICES:  
Sundays  9.30am  Sung Eucharist, St Mary’s, Gatehouse of Fleet
  11.00am  Sung Eucharist, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

Wednesdays  9.30am  Holy Communion, St Mary’s

Thursdays  10.00am  Holy communion, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright
  11-11.15  “Just a Moment” reflective, ecumenical prayer
    Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

GETTING IN TOUCH
Rector: Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett
E: stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk  
T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

Greyfriars’ Vestry Secretary: Gwen Shaw
E: gwendoline.shaw@gmail.com, T: 01557 330239
St Mary’s Vestry Secretary: Mrs Vivien Millner
E: vivienmvestry@gmail.com

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
If you would like to enquire about holding a baptism, wedding or funeral at
either church, please contact our Rector, Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett

Greyfriars and St Mary’s are part of the Scottish Episcopal Diocese of 
Glasgow and Galloway: Website:http://glasgow.anglican.org/

LINK Editors: James Burkitt (E:james.burkitt466@gmail.com) and
Jane Richardson (E: richardson.jane@gmail.com)
LINK Layout: Vivien Dania
Front Cover Photograph: 
Other photographs provided by: Vivien Dania
The editors are always delighted to receive unsolicited articles; the copy 
deadline is the 20th of the month before the publication of the next 
issue.  

To keep up to date with the latest news and upcoming events in both 
churches, see our website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
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R E A D I N G S FROM THE RECTOR

6th October 2019
  Habakkuk 1:1-4;2:1-4
  2 Timothy 1:1-14
  Luke 17:5-10

13th October 2019
  2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15b
  2 Timothy 2:8-15
  Luke 17:11-19
  
 20th October 2019
  Genesis 32:22-31
  2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
  Luke 18:1-8

 27th October 2019
  Isaiah 45:22-25
  Romans 15:1-6
  Luke 4:16-24

3rd November 2019
  Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
  Ephesians 1:11-23
  Luke 6:20-31
  
10th November 2019
  Job 19:23-27a
  2 Thessalonians 2:1-5,13-17
  Luke 20:27-38
  
17th November 2019
  Malachi 4:1-2a
  2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

24th November 2019
  Jeremiah 23:1-6
  Colossians 1:11-20
  Luke 23:33-43

Good and sad harvests 

Once again it is the happy harvest season . We 
pray a good harvest for our farming and 
fishing communities. As the years go by we renew 
our concern for the earth and sea with the good 
emphasis on ecology , a fairer use of the world’s food produce, and a 
deeper awareness of climate change.     One of the best loved 
harvest hymns is We plough the fields and scatter-.  This began life as 
a seventeen verse German peasants party song by Matthias 
Claudius ( 1740-1815) ! It was very jolly indeed and may even have 
been accompanied by flowing tankards of ale as the words in turn 
give thanks for the hosts’ generosity and God’s goodness as Founder 
of the Feast.  Jane Montgomery Campbell edited it and taught it to 
the children of her Rector father’s London parish in 1862. It is now 
one of the most popular hymns in the English language. Although 
Harvest is now a somewhat more curtailed occasion than the “ 
Harvest Home” of the past ( we have our American cousins to thank 
for reviving it) , we will be celebrating it in Greyfriars  on 6th and St. 
Mary’s  on  13th. October with events including the children in both 
churches . Please see separate notice for details . 

In November we will be commemorating what could only be 
described as a “sad harvest” , when we recall once again the huge 
loss of life in two world wars and subsequent conflicts . When I was 
fourteen I became friends with an old soldier of the First World War. 
He was a survivor of the first day of the Battle of the Somme in 1916 
no less.   A farm boy, he described the onslaught of the enemy 
machine guns as being like a great combine harvester which only left 
a few stalks of grain standing when all else had been cut down. He 
was one of those stalks and very humbly aware of the gift of life itself 

The thing about getting older is that we don't become different people,
there is the opportunity to become more simply ourselves, more 
simply

Roland Parker
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

My old friend and mentor was also very aware of the final words of this 
great harvest hymn : All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above 
; then thank the Lord , O thank the Lord, for all HIS LOVE .  We are glad 
that this is sung heartily today in German as well as English . 

Dear friends , thought you may wish to see a few pics of our son, 
Captain Matthew Hazlett, with all the family , at Pirbright in Surrey 
where he is adjutant .The occasion was being awarded the 15yrs 
service/ good conduct medal on Monday past ( and why I was away for 
a few days !)  They move soon to Louisiana . Stephen 
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CHAT
Roland Parker

A recent trip to the south meant a discovery of the different 
levels of chat that are offered at different parts of the country. 
Some people in shops offer you change without saying a word. 
In other places, you get a simple discussion that lasts a couple of 
sentences - about the weather or the state of the traffic. In other 
places you are greeted as old friends and all kinds of information 
is shared. Unless offered a significant payment, I would not dare 
say which is where, except to say that locally chat is held to be 
a fine art. You may find yourself standing held up in a queue as 
shopkeeper and customer exchange local news. Those who have 
grown used to this, know that when their time comes they will 
have the same opportunity.

For chat is the oil of civil society. Not to be confused with gossip 
which is the acid within any community. For in chat there is no 
will to power and no-one is worth more than the other. In  chat-
ting we create together a neutral space in which new things can 
be said and discovered.

People who have practised prayer reach times when it happens 
without self consciousness. Prayer then becomes chat with God. 
Perhaps our difficulty with prayer is that we simply expect it to 
be a monologue.

Next time you chat, remember that you both are standing on 
holy ground and be sure that this is a time when one  human 
being talks to another freely about being human.

EVENSONG

The embers of the day are red
beyond the murky hill.
The kitchen smokes:the bed
In the darkling house is spread:
the great sky darkens overhead,
and the great woods are shrill.
So far have I been led,
Lord, by thy will:
So far have I followed, Lord and wondered still.

The breeze from the embalmed land
blows sudden toward the shore,
and claps my cottage door.
I hear the signal Lord – I understand.
The night at Thy command
Comes. I will eat and sleep and will not question more.

Robert Louis Stevenson  -  Selected Poems
Penguin Classic

28th NOVEMBER 
 GREYFRIARS CHURCH

Catherine Nardiello - concert painist will be giving a  
free concert in Greyfriars Church , everyone welcome.
More details later.  
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CLOUDS!
James Burkitt

They scurry and drift above us 
delivering vital rain as well as often 
blotting out the sun. Sometime 
they vanish to the far horizons 
threatening to spoil our afternoon 
walk; occasionally they've gone 
and we are left with clear skies, 
peaceful thoughts and the hope that it will go on like this for a few 
hours more and perhaps even days;.cloudless skies, lovely.

But the're never far away and will sneak upon us in their various modes: 
Cumulus, Stratus and Cirrus are the main types. Cumulus are generally 
heaped, Stratus are layered and Cirus the high, feathery type. Within 
these three main forms there are so many different types. The most 
dramatic are the Cumulo Nimbus reaching to a great height of around 
30,000 ft where subtle changes can take place and if you follow the rap-
idly brilliant white tops the changes can be swift and furious harbouring 
electrical stormse.

The British have a love-hate relationship with the weather, perhaps hop-
ing that the clouds will always be benign, mostly rainless, and will let the 
sun shine through at regular intervals. Not a chance!  They creep up on 
you and before you know it, that day out that you were anticipating a 
few hours ago, has been washed away.

But when the clouds are benign and let the sun through at regular inter-
vals – then your spirits are raised and everything is set fair.However, 
Clouds, what would we do without them. 

However, better take an umbrella, gloves, raincoat, wellington boots …..

HARVEST CELEBRATIONS 
in Kirkcudbright & Gatehouse 

Saturday 5th. October , 10am onwards decorate Greyfriars church 
for Harvest .

Sunday 6th. October . Harvest Thanksgiving Eucharist in Greyfriars 
11am . with full participation of the Sunday School . Preacher Father 
Willy McFadden . Afterwards Rector will distribute gifts of flowers  
and fruit to our elderly ,  hospitalised and house- bound parishioners 
. Harvest thanksgiving lunch in the parish hall . Donation £ 5 for 
charity ( no coffee after service this day). 

Friday 11th. October , 1.15pm . Children from Gatehouse Primary 
School help artistically decorate St. Mary’s for Harvest . Adult 
participation please ! 

Sunday 13th. October . Harvest Thanksgiving Eucharist in St. Mary’s 
9.30am. Preacher Rev. David Preston . After service  Auction of flow-
ers and fruit etc, followed by lunch ( details to be arranged

THE STEWARTRY FOOD BANK
Doreen Blackadder

The food bank is run by a group of dedicated volunteers. They 
meet on the 2nd Tuesday of every month to collect non perish-
able foods from churches and other organizations in the area. 
Referrals from Social services and others. Food parcels are 
supplied to families and single people in need.

5 18

THE PRAYER OF STILLNESS

The Fellowship of Contemplative Prayer (FCP) publishes several 
leaflets on silent or contemplative prayer including the Prayer of 
Stillness. In this leaflet examples are given of instances of waiting 
on God. This is what many people have used over the centuries – 
ordinary people as well as contemplatives and mysterys........... the 
getting to know God rather than just knowing about God; that it is 
a dialogue with the Creator.

The idea is that the promises and words of God are timeless and 
can be found in the Bible where the words of God, Jesus and the 
prophets can be contemplated and that the promise of the eternal 
and timeless truths can be received by us if we can relax physically 
and mentally so rendering …..............tensions: for the sky cannot 
be reflected in troubled waters.

The leaflet gives some hints as to how this can be achieved, letting 
in this relaxed manner, not by studying but by being quietly 
attentive

There are some examples from the Bible for this way of prayer and 
there are many more in this leaflet.

I am not with you always  (Mathew 28.20)

Abide in ME and I in You   (John 15.4)
    
My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect 
in weakness      (2 Corinthians  12.9)

Other leaflets are available on the FCP website. 
www.contemplative-prayer.org.uk

With great sadness we note the death of Nigel Davies.

Nigel and Sue were enjoying a holiday in Norway where Nigel 
collapsed and could not be revived.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Sue and her family

Nigel’s Funeral and Thanksgiving Service will take place at 
Greyfriars Church on Wednesday 2nd October at 12 noon. 
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PRAYER / HEALING BLANKETS.
Doreen Blackadder

0ur blankets travel a long way across the seas. I was contacted by a 
lady called Ann a couple of months ago. She had previously taken a 
blanket for a friend in 2017, this went to the Blue Mountain region 
of Australia. It has been of great comfort to the friend of Ann’s and 
is still used to this day. Ann asked if I could send her another blanket 
to an address she was staying at in Angus while house sitting. She 
wanted to take this home to Australia for another friend in need of a 
blanket.

An extract from Ann’s letter.

“Doreen is there any possibility in obtaining one of your prayer 
shawls for Myree in Oz as she will be in sore need of one, and 
Heather treasures hers to this day. Heather has made amazing 
progress, back at work and very positive and the blanket played and 
plays a very important part in her comforting moments”.

I feel so moved by letters like this and think these blankets are such 
a good and positive idea bringing comfort to those in need. If 
anyone wishes to help out and knit one to pass away the long winter 
Evenings I can supply the pattern.

BLOG
Jane Richardson

The report recently of the hapless helicopter pilot suspended 
above power lines elicited immediate empathy  Not that I can 
cite a comparable situation but how often do we find ourselves 
with a problem where we know the solution, but not yet how 
to reach it. Frivolous perhaps, but what about double booking, 
what about that open box of chocolates and denying oneself 
another?  The pilot was safely rescued but the domino effect of 
evacuating nearby houses and switching off the power supply 
made it a major operation. One can only imagine his thoughts as 
the helicopter lay in tatters and he himself was at the mercy of 
the emergency services. 

This in peacetime, in Belgium, in daylight. Where war continues 
similar events play out every single day. Like no other recent 
news, this inexplicably drew me to the plight of military person-
nel in the Middle East, where that pilot would be an immedi-
ate target, and he would know that. Sometimes an odd trigger 
extends our horizons of thinking. 

All so far removed from the mist lifting this morning above the 
valley - but happening nonetheless.
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DREAMING OF TRADE
John Martin

Most adults live by “Trade”.   We sell goods or a service and we rely on 
others to sell us all the other things we need.   In a complex world we 
are becoming more and more interdependent.

Some people think in terms of a “trade war”, one group growing wealthy 
whilst others grow poor, but it doesn’t have to be like that.    Both buyer 
and seller can benefit and most of us are “buyers” and “sellers”.

What destroys this interdependent “free trading” world is fear of our 
trading partners, fear of foreigners (both far away and in our midst) and 
lack of trust.  We all have to be able to believe that we won’t be cheated.   
Agreeing a common way of treating each other and an organisation 
which helps us to have safe transactions and removes the barriers which 
bedevils humanity is part of making this dream come true.

We need to see people as a single human race responsible for each 
other and our planet as a Common Market, in which it behoves us all to 
invest.    That dream has a source and a result which is more important 
than currency or nationalism.   I call it a glimpse of the Kingdom of God.

SPIRITUALITY: A MODERN PERSPECTIVE
Author: Elizabeth Hazlett (BA, MA) , aged 29

Spirituality: A simple word; yet complex, everyone has a different rev-
erence to it. A word that has changed through-out history and even in 
one’s own life. To some, the word may conjure up an image, an icon, a 
building, such as a church. However, we are only as limited by our spir-
ituality by what we perceive it to be. In this modern age it can be hard to 
find time or even feel spiritual, which is why attending a service, having a 
time set aside for prayer, meditation, etc. is so important. 

Yet spirituality, is all around us-if only we look. It is the cool breeze on our 
faces, the scent of flowers, the moonlight shining on a lake, the look in 
a beloved pet’s eyes and more. The so-called simple things in life. Long 
before churches and temples of worship, our ancestors, the Neolithic 
people lived by spirituality. For example, a good harvest meant they were 
aligned to a higher deity. A natural phenomenon such as an eclipse was a 
sign from the heavens. 

Whatever route your spirituality takes, our ancestors lived by these 
means. They were constantly surrounded by life’s cycles-the cycle of 
nature. They literally reaped what they sowed. Yet, as much as techno-
logical advances have benefited us greatly it has also driven us further 
from the spirit. We are inundated with so much modernity and busyness 
we don’t have time to simply stand still and FEEL our spirituality. When 
we allow this, we are truly aligned to the magnitude of the universe-
whatever that may be to you. Remember spirituality is not only found in 
churches or others, but in yourself if you give yourself that value. We are 
all our own spirituality, our own temple. 

EDITORS NOTE:

Even though this edition has only just 
been published I am thinking ahead to the 
next one. 

Please keep the articles coming – we love 
to hear from you.
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MUDDY BOOTS – TONGLAND ABBEY DIG
Vivien Dania

Trying to explain to people why being at the bottom of a trench with a 
bucket and trowel is exciting can be difficult, but exciting it is.  Follow-
ing a talk at the History Society two of us put our names down to be 
volunteers at  the Tongland dig.  On our first day we were given a tour 
of the site, signed our risk assessment forms then handed the tools of 
the trade, bucket, trowel, kneeler and brush.   We were taught how to 
get down the ladder into the trench safely, keep the wall of the trench 
straight, what not to walk on, and not to fill the bucket too full, easier 
to lift out of the trench.

It was with great trepidation that we  started to gently tease away the 
earth.  Gradually we exposed stones and rubble, once photographed 
and mapped we were able to remove some stones to expose those  
underneath.   Suddenly there is the sound of trowel on stone, what 
slowly appears  is a large slab of stone, surely part of the foundations 
of wall.  Sheila uncovered this and it is now “Sheila's stone”.  I must 
admit that I had a pang of “stone envy”.  Over the weeks, a line of 
stones with a defined edge has been exposed, which may possibly 
be the foundation of the cloister or refrectory wall.  There have been 
finds among them, large rust encrusted key, and pottery shards.   My 
finds are usually animal bones and sheeps teeth, but you never know 
what may be next.  

On the whole we have been blessed with fine weather apart from an 
odd shower.  Today (6th August) the forecast wasn't good but I still 
decided to get out the waterproof trousers and jacket and see what 
would happened.   We spent about half an hour sheltering under a 
tree and telling each other that “it's getting brighter over there” and 
eventually it did. The mechanical digger had been brought in to open 
up some new trenches and move spoil.  Equally exciting, was that a 
Border Life TV crew had been to  film the dig as part of a programme 
about the coastline of the area.   I believe it is called Coastal Paths. 

Already reported, as yet no new Bishop. A new Preparatory Commit-
tee was selected, but no conclusion, so this was handed over to the 
College of Bishops

A meeting was held at Synod at Holy Trinity Paisley in July with the 
College of Bishops.Group discussions were held, seven groups, one 
Bishop to each group. All positive,I found this uplifting, informative, 
and the group were all happy, hopeful of getting a new Bishop by the 
end of the year or January. Prior to this meeting, Primus Mark 
explained it is a long procedure and that no one had failed! 

To end on a happy note, Rev. Stephen Hazlett, Barbara McFarland and 
myself enjoyed coffees at a posh cafe on Glasgow Central Station. 
One meeting finished too early for our train, so we visited the 
Botanical Gardens, enjoyed by the three of us.

WINTER WONDERLAND 30th NOVEMBER

It’s that time of year when we once again ask you to have a 
rummage through your cupboards for any unwanted gifts etc that 
we can use  at Winter Wonderland.  We also need bottles of all 
shapes and sizes for the Bottle Stall, plus offers to make cakes, 
marmalde etc.  As usual the Inner Wheel will run the cafe, this year 
the charities being supported are Riding for the Disabled,
 Parkinson’s & Blood Bikes.  I recently attended a meeting of the 
Festivities, Chamber of Commerce and others. where it was agreed 
that some amusements will hopefully be arranged on the 
Soaperie Gardens to help make it a special day for people to come 
to Kirkcudbright.  If you can help in any way please contact Vivien 
Dania 330186.  Our next Winter Wonderland meeting has been 
arranged for 10.30am 24th October at Greyfriars House. 
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This snippet of information came from an audience member whilst I 
was singing with the Lyric Singers during the Art & Crafts Trail on the 
same morning of the filming.  The TV crew happened to chance upon 
us singing “Oh, We Do Like To Be Beside the Seaside” after filming the 
dig on the Moate Brae, which was part of the “Can You Dig It” project.  
No ideal when it will be broadcast, so watch this space.  

After a thunderstorm over the weekend some trenches had drained 
better than others.  We started in one of the new trenches. The 
rubble being dug out while I was given the task of scraping away a 
layer of sticky yellow clay to expose the original topsoil underneath.  It 
was surprisingly rewarding as on the whole, the clay somehow seemed 
to peel away to reveal the topsoil.  The downside is that wet clay 
mixed with stones and shale is very heavy.   After a few bucket loads, 
who needs to go to keep fit?   With the rain delayed start and me 
having to leave early that day, it was a short session.  As my lift arrived 
someone said “don't let her get in the car with boots like that” but I 
did and look forward to next week. 

REGIONAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Barbara Hawkesford - Lay Rep  Greyfriars Church Kirkcudbright

The May meeting held at St Johns the Evangelist Stranraer, Doreen 
Blackadder had attended in my place. David Rose had reported it was 
disappointing not to have been able to select a Bishop. 

Regional Council at St Johns Dumfries - 27th August. 
Reports from Charges: 

Lockerbie 
The Rev. Paul Singh had been appointed as Rector for both Lockerbie 
and Moffat. He has a wife and two sons, originally from Kerala, 
southern India. Those of us that hadn't met him were introduced, and 
were impressed. He was living at the Rectory in Lockerbie. Moffat were 
also thrilled with this appointment.

St Margarets New Galloway 
Nicolette Wise had sent apologies as she was interviewing for the va-
cant position there. The other charges gave updates.

St Ninians Castle Douglas and Christ Church Dalbeattie
Said Rev. Christopher Ketley had settled in and looking after both 
Churches well.

Greyfriars Kirkcudbright: 
I informed on all the activities, and services we had been involved with 
in our busy town.

Speaker at the meeting Amie Byers, Youth Officer, also on the 
council. She had attended the recent Anglican Consultative 
Conference in Hong Kong.

This was David Roses last meeting as convenor of the council. 
Rev. Stephen Hazlett becomes convenor now. Meeting ended with 
prayer.
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PAINTED LADIES

Memories Of Summer 
Beverley Vaux

2nd August 2019

Yesterday I tried to count the Painted Ladies in my garden, fluttering 
round my pale smoke-blue buddleias, then soaring into the sky, a 
great cloud of pale yellowish orange butterflies, marked with black 
spots, with black tops and tips to their wings, with large white spots. 
The undersides of their wings are beige, with the pattern showing 
through the gossamer. They are smaller than the Peacocks and Red 
Admirals who are stiller and prefer the bright mauve buddleias. They 
are also shyer, closing their wings and fluttering away at the slightest 
movement, so very difficult to photograph. I count to two hundred 
and then give up. I have no idea if there are five hundred or a thou-
sand; they never keep still for more than a moment in their frenzy of 
mating, laying eggs and feasting on nectar.

As I sit in the last rays of the setting sun, before it disappears behind 
the house, enjoying my “borrowed” water sounds from the stream 
in the field next door, watching the hundreds of butterflies which 
have appeared in my garden over the last four days, I wonder if 
they come from the north of Africa or if they ever go as far south 
as Mount Kenya where I spent two weeks last year. This migration 
happens, to some extent, every year, but it seems they migrate in 
vast numbers every ten years from Africa to the Arctic and I think 
they do it over several generations. It seems impossible that such 
fragile creatures can travel such huge distances, flying high in the jet 
stream for most of the way.

I notice that there are lots of Siskins in the garden this evening. 
Obviously, the word has got out that there is a feast on offer. I watch 
with admiration and dismay as the Siskins swoop, dive, turn 

abruptly, trying to catch these fragile creatures which are nearly as 
big of they are; sometimes successful, sometimes not. I wonder if 
any of the eggs they have laid will hatch in the Spring (in whatever 
form they overwinter, protected by their personal, home-made 
anti-freeze), to continue their journey. It certainly seems too late for 
my ones to get to the Arctic now.
 
As I sit quite still, a few land on my naked arms and sample my salty 
sweat with relish with their long curled proboscis. What a privilege 
to be part of this astonishing journey. I hope that many of them will 
survive to ride the jet stream to journey’s end.
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PAINTED LADIES

Memories Of Summer 
Beverley Vaux

2nd August 2019

Yesterday I tried to count the Painted Ladies in my garden, fluttering 
round my pale smoke-blue buddleias, then soaring into the sky, a 
great cloud of pale yellowish orange butterflies, marked with black 
spots, with black tops and tips to their wings, with large white spots. 
The undersides of their wings are beige, with the pattern showing 
through the gossamer. They are smaller than the Peacocks and Red 
Admirals who are stiller and prefer the bright mauve buddleias. They 
are also shyer, closing their wings and fluttering away at the slightest 
movement, so very difficult to photograph. I count to two hundred 
and then give up. I have no idea if there are five hundred or a thou-
sand; they never keep still for more than a moment in their frenzy of 
mating, laying eggs and feasting on nectar.

As I sit in the last rays of the setting sun, before it disappears behind 
the house, enjoying my “borrowed” water sounds from the stream 
in the field next door, watching the hundreds of butterflies which 
have appeared in my garden over the last four days, I wonder if 
they come from the north of Africa or if they ever go as far south 
as Mount Kenya where I spent two weeks last year. This migration 
happens, to some extent, every year, but it seems they migrate in 
vast numbers every ten years from Africa to the Arctic and I think 
they do it over several generations. It seems impossible that such 
fragile creatures can travel such huge distances, flying high in the jet 
stream for most of the way.

I notice that there are lots of Siskins in the garden this evening. 
Obviously, the word has got out that there is a feast on offer. I watch 
with admiration and dismay as the Siskins swoop, dive, turn 

abruptly, trying to catch these fragile creatures which are nearly as 
big of they are; sometimes successful, sometimes not. I wonder if 
any of the eggs they have laid will hatch in the Spring (in whatever 
form they overwinter, protected by their personal, home-made 
anti-freeze), to continue their journey. It certainly seems too late for 
my ones to get to the Arctic now.
 
As I sit quite still, a few land on my naked arms and sample my salty 
sweat with relish with their long curled proboscis. What a privilege 
to be part of this astonishing journey. I hope that many of them will 
survive to ride the jet stream to journey’s end.
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This snippet of information came from an audience member whilst I 
was singing with the Lyric Singers during the Art & Crafts Trail on the 
same morning of the filming.  The TV crew happened to chance upon 
us singing “Oh, We Do Like To Be Beside the Seaside” after filming the 
dig on the Moate Brae, which was part of the “Can You Dig It” project.  
No ideal when it will be broadcast, so watch this space.  

After a thunderstorm over the weekend some trenches had drained 
better than others.  We started in one of the new trenches. The 
rubble being dug out while I was given the task of scraping away a 
layer of sticky yellow clay to expose the original topsoil underneath.  It 
was surprisingly rewarding as on the whole, the clay somehow seemed 
to peel away to reveal the topsoil.  The downside is that wet clay 
mixed with stones and shale is very heavy.   After a few bucket loads, 
who needs to go to keep fit?   With the rain delayed start and me 
having to leave early that day, it was a short session.  As my lift arrived 
someone said “don't let her get in the car with boots like that” but I 
did and look forward to next week. 

REGIONAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Barbara Hawkesford - Lay Rep  Greyfriars Church Kirkcudbright

The May meeting held at St Johns the Evangelist Stranraer, Doreen 
Blackadder had attended in my place. David Rose had reported it was 
disappointing not to have been able to select a Bishop. 

Regional Council at St Johns Dumfries - 27th August. 
Reports from Charges: 

Lockerbie 
The Rev. Paul Singh had been appointed as Rector for both Lockerbie 
and Moffat. He has a wife and two sons, originally from Kerala, 
southern India. Those of us that hadn't met him were introduced, and 
were impressed. He was living at the Rectory in Lockerbie. Moffat were 
also thrilled with this appointment.

St Margarets New Galloway 
Nicolette Wise had sent apologies as she was interviewing for the va-
cant position there. The other charges gave updates.

St Ninians Castle Douglas and Christ Church Dalbeattie
Said Rev. Christopher Ketley had settled in and looking after both 
Churches well.

Greyfriars Kirkcudbright: 
I informed on all the activities, and services we had been involved with 
in our busy town.

Speaker at the meeting Amie Byers, Youth Officer, also on the 
council. She had attended the recent Anglican Consultative 
Conference in Hong Kong.

This was David Roses last meeting as convenor of the council. 
Rev. Stephen Hazlett becomes convenor now. Meeting ended with 
prayer.
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MUDDY BOOTS – TONGLAND ABBEY DIG
Vivien Dania

Trying to explain to people why being at the bottom of a trench with a 
bucket and trowel is exciting can be difficult, but exciting it is.  Follow-
ing a talk at the History Society two of us put our names down to be 
volunteers at  the Tongland dig.  On our first day we were given a tour 
of the site, signed our risk assessment forms then handed the tools of 
the trade, bucket, trowel, kneeler and brush.   We were taught how to 
get down the ladder into the trench safely, keep the wall of the trench 
straight, what not to walk on, and not to fill the bucket too full, easier 
to lift out of the trench.

It was with great trepidation that we  started to gently tease away the 
earth.  Gradually we exposed stones and rubble, once photographed 
and mapped we were able to remove some stones to expose those  
underneath.   Suddenly there is the sound of trowel on stone, what 
slowly appears  is a large slab of stone, surely part of the foundations 
of wall.  Sheila uncovered this and it is now “Sheila's stone”.  I must 
admit that I had a pang of “stone envy”.  Over the weeks, a line of 
stones with a defined edge has been exposed, which may possibly 
be the foundation of the cloister or refrectory wall.  There have been 
finds among them, large rust encrusted key, and pottery shards.   My 
finds are usually animal bones and sheeps teeth, but you never know 
what may be next.  

On the whole we have been blessed with fine weather apart from an 
odd shower.  Today (6th August) the forecast wasn't good but I still 
decided to get out the waterproof trousers and jacket and see what 
would happened.   We spent about half an hour sheltering under a 
tree and telling each other that “it's getting brighter over there” and 
eventually it did. The mechanical digger had been brought in to open 
up some new trenches and move spoil.  Equally exciting, was that a 
Border Life TV crew had been to  film the dig as part of a programme 
about the coastline of the area.   I believe it is called Coastal Paths. 

Already reported, as yet no new Bishop. A new Preparatory Commit-
tee was selected, but no conclusion, so this was handed over to the 
College of Bishops

A meeting was held at Synod at Holy Trinity Paisley in July with the 
College of Bishops.Group discussions were held, seven groups, one 
Bishop to each group. All positive,I found this uplifting, informative, 
and the group were all happy, hopeful of getting a new Bishop by the 
end of the year or January. Prior to this meeting, Primus Mark 
explained it is a long procedure and that no one had failed! 

To end on a happy note, Rev. Stephen Hazlett, Barbara McFarland and 
myself enjoyed coffees at a posh cafe on Glasgow Central Station. 
One meeting finished too early for our train, so we visited the 
Botanical Gardens, enjoyed by the three of us.

WINTER WONDERLAND 30th NOVEMBER

It’s that time of year when we once again ask you to have a 
rummage through your cupboards for any unwanted gifts etc that 
we can use  at Winter Wonderland.  We also need bottles of all 
shapes and sizes for the Bottle Stall, plus offers to make cakes, 
marmalde etc.  As usual the Inner Wheel will run the cafe, this year 
the charities being supported are Riding for the Disabled,
 Parkinson’s & Blood Bikes.  I recently attended a meeting of the 
Festivities, Chamber of Commerce and others. where it was agreed 
that some amusements will hopefully be arranged on the 
Soaperie Gardens to help make it a special day for people to come 
to Kirkcudbright.  If you can help in any way please contact Vivien 
Dania 330186.  Our next Winter Wonderland meeting has been 
arranged for 10.30am 24th October at Greyfriars House. 
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DREAMING OF TRADE
John Martin

Most adults live by “Trade”.   We sell goods or a service and we rely on 
others to sell us all the other things we need.   In a complex world we 
are becoming more and more interdependent.

Some people think in terms of a “trade war”, one group growing wealthy 
whilst others grow poor, but it doesn’t have to be like that.    Both buyer 
and seller can benefit and most of us are “buyers” and “sellers”.

What destroys this interdependent “free trading” world is fear of our 
trading partners, fear of foreigners (both far away and in our midst) and 
lack of trust.  We all have to be able to believe that we won’t be cheated.   
Agreeing a common way of treating each other and an organisation 
which helps us to have safe transactions and removes the barriers which 
bedevils humanity is part of making this dream come true.

We need to see people as a single human race responsible for each 
other and our planet as a Common Market, in which it behoves us all to 
invest.    That dream has a source and a result which is more important 
than currency or nationalism.   I call it a glimpse of the Kingdom of God.

SPIRITUALITY: A MODERN PERSPECTIVE
Author: Elizabeth Hazlett (BA, MA) , aged 29

Spirituality: A simple word; yet complex, everyone has a different rev-
erence to it. A word that has changed through-out history and even in 
one’s own life. To some, the word may conjure up an image, an icon, a 
building, such as a church. However, we are only as limited by our spir-
ituality by what we perceive it to be. In this modern age it can be hard to 
find time or even feel spiritual, which is why attending a service, having a 
time set aside for prayer, meditation, etc. is so important. 

Yet spirituality, is all around us-if only we look. It is the cool breeze on our 
faces, the scent of flowers, the moonlight shining on a lake, the look in 
a beloved pet’s eyes and more. The so-called simple things in life. Long 
before churches and temples of worship, our ancestors, the Neolithic 
people lived by spirituality. For example, a good harvest meant they were 
aligned to a higher deity. A natural phenomenon such as an eclipse was a 
sign from the heavens. 

Whatever route your spirituality takes, our ancestors lived by these 
means. They were constantly surrounded by life’s cycles-the cycle of 
nature. They literally reaped what they sowed. Yet, as much as techno-
logical advances have benefited us greatly it has also driven us further 
from the spirit. We are inundated with so much modernity and busyness 
we don’t have time to simply stand still and FEEL our spirituality. When 
we allow this, we are truly aligned to the magnitude of the universe-
whatever that may be to you. Remember spirituality is not only found in 
churches or others, but in yourself if you give yourself that value. We are 
all our own spirituality, our own temple. 

EDITORS NOTE:

Even though this edition has only just 
been published I am thinking ahead to the 
next one. 

Please keep the articles coming – we love 
to hear from you.
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PRAYER / HEALING BLANKETS.
Doreen Blackadder

0ur blankets travel a long way across the seas. I was contacted by a 
lady called Ann a couple of months ago. She had previously taken a 
blanket for a friend in 2017, this went to the Blue Mountain region 
of Australia. It has been of great comfort to the friend of Ann’s and 
is still used to this day. Ann asked if I could send her another blanket 
to an address she was staying at in Angus while house sitting. She 
wanted to take this home to Australia for another friend in need of a 
blanket.

An extract from Ann’s letter.

“Doreen is there any possibility in obtaining one of your prayer 
shawls for Myree in Oz as she will be in sore need of one, and 
Heather treasures hers to this day. Heather has made amazing 
progress, back at work and very positive and the blanket played and 
plays a very important part in her comforting moments”.

I feel so moved by letters like this and think these blankets are such 
a good and positive idea bringing comfort to those in need. If 
anyone wishes to help out and knit one to pass away the long winter 
Evenings I can supply the pattern.

BLOG
Jane Richardson

The report recently of the hapless helicopter pilot suspended 
above power lines elicited immediate empathy  Not that I can 
cite a comparable situation but how often do we find ourselves 
with a problem where we know the solution, but not yet how 
to reach it. Frivolous perhaps, but what about double booking, 
what about that open box of chocolates and denying oneself 
another?  The pilot was safely rescued but the domino effect of 
evacuating nearby houses and switching off the power supply 
made it a major operation. One can only imagine his thoughts as 
the helicopter lay in tatters and he himself was at the mercy of 
the emergency services. 

This in peacetime, in Belgium, in daylight. Where war continues 
similar events play out every single day. Like no other recent 
news, this inexplicably drew me to the plight of military person-
nel in the Middle East, where that pilot would be an immedi-
ate target, and he would know that. Sometimes an odd trigger 
extends our horizons of thinking. 

All so far removed from the mist lifting this morning above the 
valley - but happening nonetheless.
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CLOUDS!
James Burkitt

They scurry and drift above us 
delivering vital rain as well as often 
blotting out the sun. Sometime 
they vanish to the far horizons 
threatening to spoil our afternoon 
walk; occasionally they've gone 
and we are left with clear skies, 
peaceful thoughts and the hope that it will go on like this for a few 
hours more and perhaps even days;.cloudless skies, lovely.

But the're never far away and will sneak upon us in their various modes: 
Cumulus, Stratus and Cirrus are the main types. Cumulus are generally 
heaped, Stratus are layered and Cirus the high, feathery type. Within 
these three main forms there are so many different types. The most 
dramatic are the Cumulo Nimbus reaching to a great height of around 
30,000 ft where subtle changes can take place and if you follow the rap-
idly brilliant white tops the changes can be swift and furious harbouring 
electrical stormse.

The British have a love-hate relationship with the weather, perhaps hop-
ing that the clouds will always be benign, mostly rainless, and will let the 
sun shine through at regular intervals. Not a chance!  They creep up on 
you and before you know it, that day out that you were anticipating a 
few hours ago, has been washed away.

But when the clouds are benign and let the sun through at regular inter-
vals – then your spirits are raised and everything is set fair.However, 
Clouds, what would we do without them. 

However, better take an umbrella, gloves, raincoat, wellington boots …..

HARVEST CELEBRATIONS 
in Kirkcudbright & Gatehouse 

Saturday 5th. October , 10am onwards decorate Greyfriars church 
for Harvest .

Sunday 6th. October . Harvest Thanksgiving Eucharist in Greyfriars 
11am . with full participation of the Sunday School . Preacher Father 
Willy McFadden . Afterwards Rector will distribute gifts of flowers  
and fruit to our elderly ,  hospitalised and house- bound parishioners 
. Harvest thanksgiving lunch in the parish hall . Donation £ 5 for 
charity ( no coffee after service this day). 

Friday 11th. October , 1.15pm . Children from Gatehouse Primary 
School help artistically decorate St. Mary’s for Harvest . Adult 
participation please ! 

Sunday 13th. October . Harvest Thanksgiving Eucharist in St. Mary’s 
9.30am. Preacher Rev. David Preston . After service  Auction of flow-
ers and fruit etc, followed by lunch ( details to be arranged

THE STEWARTRY FOOD BANK
Doreen Blackadder

The food bank is run by a group of dedicated volunteers. They 
meet on the 2nd Tuesday of every month to collect non perish-
able foods from churches and other organizations in the area. 
Referrals from Social services and others. Food parcels are 
supplied to families and single people in need.
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THE PRAYER OF STILLNESS

The Fellowship of Contemplative Prayer (FCP) publishes several 
leaflets on silent or contemplative prayer including the Prayer of 
Stillness. In this leaflet examples are given of instances of waiting 
on God. This is what many people have used over the centuries – 
ordinary people as well as contemplatives and mysterys........... the 
getting to know God rather than just knowing about God; that it is 
a dialogue with the Creator.

The idea is that the promises and words of God are timeless and 
can be found in the Bible where the words of God, Jesus and the 
prophets can be contemplated and that the promise of the eternal 
and timeless truths can be received by us if we can relax physically 
and mentally so rendering …..............tensions: for the sky cannot 
be reflected in troubled waters.

The leaflet gives some hints as to how this can be achieved, letting 
in this relaxed manner, not by studying but by being quietly 
attentive

There are some examples from the Bible for this way of prayer and 
there are many more in this leaflet.

I am not with you always  (Mathew 28.20)

Abide in ME and I in You   (John 15.4)
    
My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect 
in weakness      (2 Corinthians  12.9)

Other leaflets are available on the FCP website. 
www.contemplative-prayer.org.uk

With great sadness we note the death of Nigel Davies.

Nigel and Sue were enjoying a holiday in Norway where Nigel 
collapsed and could not be revived.

Our thoughts and prayers are with Sue and her family

Nigel’s Funeral and Thanksgiving Service will take place at 
Greyfriars Church on Wednesday 2nd October at 12 noon. 
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CHAT
Roland Parker

A recent trip to the south meant a discovery of the different 
levels of chat that are offered at different parts of the country. 
Some people in shops offer you change without saying a word. 
In other places, you get a simple discussion that lasts a couple of 
sentences - about the weather or the state of the traffic. In other 
places you are greeted as old friends and all kinds of information 
is shared. Unless offered a significant payment, I would not dare 
say which is where, except to say that locally chat is held to be 
a fine art. You may find yourself standing held up in a queue as 
shopkeeper and customer exchange local news. Those who have 
grown used to this, know that when their time comes they will 
have the same opportunity.

For chat is the oil of civil society. Not to be confused with gossip 
which is the acid within any community. For in chat there is no 
will to power and no-one is worth more than the other. In  chat-
ting we create together a neutral space in which new things can 
be said and discovered.

People who have practised prayer reach times when it happens 
without self consciousness. Prayer then becomes chat with God. 
Perhaps our difficulty with prayer is that we simply expect it to 
be a monologue.

Next time you chat, remember that you both are standing on 
holy ground and be sure that this is a time when one  human 
being talks to another freely about being human.

EVENSONG

The embers of the day are red
beyond the murky hill.
The kitchen smokes:the bed
In the darkling house is spread:
the great sky darkens overhead,
and the great woods are shrill.
So far have I been led,
Lord, by thy will:
So far have I followed, Lord and wondered still.

The breeze from the embalmed land
blows sudden toward the shore,
and claps my cottage door.
I hear the signal Lord – I understand.
The night at Thy command
Comes. I will eat and sleep and will not question more.

Robert Louis Stevenson  -  Selected Poems
Penguin Classic

28th NOVEMBER 
 GREYFRIARS CHURCH

Catherine Nardiello - concert painist will be giving a  
free concert in Greyfriars Church , everyone welcome.
More details later.  
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

My old friend and mentor was also very aware of the final words of this 
great harvest hymn : All good gifts around us are sent from heaven above 
; then thank the Lord , O thank the Lord, for all HIS LOVE .  We are glad 
that this is sung heartily today in German as well as English . 

Dear friends , thought you may wish to see a few pics of our son, 
Captain Matthew Hazlett, with all the family , at Pirbright in Surrey 
where he is adjutant .The occasion was being awarded the 15yrs 
service/ good conduct medal on Monday past ( and why I was away for 
a few days !)  They move soon to Louisiana . Stephen 
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R E A D I N G S FROM THE RECTOR

6th October 2019
  Habakkuk 1:1-4;2:1-4
  2 Timothy 1:1-14
  Luke 17:5-10

13th October 2019
  2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15b
  2 Timothy 2:8-15
  Luke 17:11-19
  
 20th October 2019
  Genesis 32:22-31
  2 Timothy 3:14-4:5
  Luke 18:1-8

 27th October 2019
  Isaiah 45:22-25
  Romans 15:1-6
  Luke 4:16-24

3rd November 2019
  Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
  Ephesians 1:11-23
  Luke 6:20-31
  
10th November 2019
  Job 19:23-27a
  2 Thessalonians 2:1-5,13-17
  Luke 20:27-38
  
17th November 2019
  Malachi 4:1-2a
  2 Thessalonians 3:6-13

24th November 2019
  Jeremiah 23:1-6
  Colossians 1:11-20
  Luke 23:33-43

Good and sad harvests 

Once again it is the happy harvest season . We 
pray a good harvest for our farming and 
fishing communities. As the years go by we renew 
our concern for the earth and sea with the good 
emphasis on ecology , a fairer use of the world’s food produce, and a 
deeper awareness of climate change.     One of the best loved 
harvest hymns is We plough the fields and scatter-.  This began life as 
a seventeen verse German peasants party song by Matthias 
Claudius ( 1740-1815) ! It was very jolly indeed and may even have 
been accompanied by flowing tankards of ale as the words in turn 
give thanks for the hosts’ generosity and God’s goodness as Founder 
of the Feast.  Jane Montgomery Campbell edited it and taught it to 
the children of her Rector father’s London parish in 1862. It is now 
one of the most popular hymns in the English language. Although 
Harvest is now a somewhat more curtailed occasion than the “ 
Harvest Home” of the past ( we have our American cousins to thank 
for reviving it) , we will be celebrating it in Greyfriars  on 6th and St. 
Mary’s  on  13th. October with events including the children in both 
churches . Please see separate notice for details . 

In November we will be commemorating what could only be 
described as a “sad harvest” , when we recall once again the huge 
loss of life in two world wars and subsequent conflicts . When I was 
fourteen I became friends with an old soldier of the First World War. 
He was a survivor of the first day of the Battle of the Somme in 1916 
no less.   A farm boy, he described the onslaught of the enemy 
machine guns as being like a great combine harvester which only left 
a few stalks of grain standing when all else had been cut down. He 
was one of those stalks and very humbly aware of the gift of life itself 

The thing about getting older is that we don't become different people,
there is the opportunity to become more simply ourselves, more 
simply

Roland Parker
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Link Magazine Policy Statement 
The views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of the 
editorial team or that of the vestries of Greyfriars and St Mary’s, but are intended 
as a sharing of the life of the people who make up the community there, and those 
elsewhere whom we invite to contribute. 

Rector:  Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett 
  stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
  T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

GREYFRIARS
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara Hawkesford        
Alt Lay Rep   Mrs Doreen Blackadder      
Vestry Secretary  Mrs Gwen Shaw JP       
Treasurer   Mr Anthony Bird       
Vestry Members  Mr John Boyd  
    Dr Mike Moore          
    Mr Robert Reddaway
    Mr Randale Roy Rushing
Property Convenor  Mr Nigel Davies 
KCT Representative                       Mrs Doreen Blackadder  
Flower Convenor  Mrs Gwen Shaw/Mrs Hazel Hazlett
Brass Cleaning     Mrs Louise Boyd       
Protection Co-ordinator  Mrs Gwen Shaw JP 
Sunday School   Steph Moore & Rosemarie Main
Sunday School is the first Sunday each month

ST MARY’S
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara McFarlane  
Alt Lay Representative  Lady Beverley Vaux 
Secretary   Mrs Vivien Millner
Treasurer   Mr Mike Ashmore
Vestry Members  Mrs Janet Hannay
    Mrs Sally-Ann Madeley      Dr John Morton
    Miss Pene Richmond          Mrs Judy Samways
Admin/printing   Mrs Barbara McFarlane
Property Convenor  Mr Richard Glass
Flower Convenor  Mrs Catherine Keye  
Protection Co-ordinator  Mrs Judy Samways    

CHURCH SERVICES:  
Sundays  9.30am  Sung Eucharist, St Mary’s, Gatehouse of Fleet
  11.00am  Sung Eucharist, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

Wednesdays  9.30am  Holy Communion, St Mary’s

Thursdays  10.00am  Holy communion, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright
  11-11.15  “Just a Moment” reflective, ecumenical prayer
    Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

GETTING IN TOUCH
Rector: Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett
E: stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk  
T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

Greyfriars’ Vestry Secretary: Gwen Shaw
E: gwendoline.shaw@gmail.com, T: 01557 330239
St Mary’s Vestry Secretary: Mrs Vivien Millner
E: vivienmvestry@gmail.com

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
If you would like to enquire about holding a baptism, wedding or funeral at
either church, please contact our Rector, Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett

Greyfriars and St Mary’s are part of the Scottish Episcopal Diocese of 
Glasgow and Galloway: Website:http://glasgow.anglican.org/

LINK Editors: James Burkitt (E:james.burkitt466@gmail.com) and
Jane Richardson (E: richardson.jane@gmail.com)
LINK Layout: Vivien Dania
Front Cover Photograph: 
Other photographs provided by: Vivien Dania
The editors are always delighted to receive unsolicited articles; the copy 
deadline is the 20th of the month before the publication of the next 
issue.  

To keep up to date with the latest news and upcoming events in both 
churches, see our website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
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