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Eternal Spirit,
Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, Love-Maker,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The Hallowing of your Name
echo through the universe!
The Way of your Justice
be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your Heavenly Will 
be done by all created beings!
Your Commonwealth of Peace and Freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth!
With the bread we need for today,
feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another,
forgive us.
In the times of temptation and test,
strengthen us.
From the trials too great to endure,
spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil,
free us.

For you reign in the glory 
of the power that is love,
now and forever. Amen.

(The Lord’s Prayer, by Jim Cotter)
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Link Magazine Policy Statement 
The views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of the 
editorial team or that of the vestries of Greyfriars and St Mary’s, but are intended 
as a sharing of the life of the people who make up the community there, and those 
elsewhere whom we invite to contribute. 

Rector:  Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett 
  stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
  T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

GREYFRIARS
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara Hawkesford        
Alt Lay Rep   Mrs Susan Davies      
Vestry Secretary  Mrs Gwen Shaw JP       
Treasurer   Mr Anthony Bird       
Vestry Members  Mr James Burkett, Dr Mike Moore
         Mr Robert Reddaway
    Ms Drostie Tame
Property Convenor  Mr Nigel Davies 
KCT Representative                      Mrs Doreen Blackadder  
    Mrs Vivien Dania  
Flower Convenor  Mrs Gwen Shaw/Mrs Hazel Hazlett
Brass Cleaning     Mrs Louise Boyd       
Protection Co-ordinator Mrs Gwen Shaw JP 
Sunday School   Ms Drostie Tame/Ms Rosemarie Main
Sunday School is the first Sunday each month

ST MARY’S
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara McFarlane  
Alt Lay Representative  Mr Richard Durling
Secretary   Mrs Laura  Durling
Treasurer   Mr Mike Ashmore
Vestry Members  Ms Dee Du Rose
    Mr Richard Durling
    Mrs Janet Hannay
Admin/printing   Mrs Barbara McFarlane
Property Convenor  Mr Richard Glass
Flower Convenor  Mrs Catherine Kaye  
Protection Co-ordinator Mrs Judy Samways    

CHURCH SERVICES:  
Sundays  9.30am  Sung Eucharist, St Mary’s, Gatehouse of Fleet
  11.00am  Sung Eucharist, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

Wednesdays  9.30am  Holy Communion, St Mary’s

Thursdays  10.00am  Holy communion, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright
  11-11.15  “Just a Moment” reflective, ecumenical prayer
    Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

GETTING IN TOUCH
Rector: Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett
E: stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk  
T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

Greyfriars’ Vestry Secretary: Gwen Shaw
E: gwendoline.shaw@gmail.com, T: 01557 330239
St Mary’s Vestry Secretary: Laura Durling
E: girthonoldmanse@btinternet.com

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
If you would like to enquire about holding a baptism, wedding or funeral at
either church, please contact our Rector, Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett

Greyfriars and St Mary’s are part of the Scottish Episcopal Diocese of 
Glasgow and Galloway: Website:http://glasgow.anglican.org/ LINK Editors: Rachel Inglis, (E:info@aigfois.co.uk) and

Jane Richardson (E: richardson.jane@gmail.com)
LINK Layout: Vivien Dania
Front Cover Photograph: Alec Blackadder.
Other photographs provided by Mary Ashmore, Alec Blackadder, 
Rachel Inglis, 

The editors are always delighted to receive unsolicited articles; the copy 
deadline is the 20th of the month before the publication of the next 
issue.  

To keep up to date with the latest news and upcoming events in both 
churches, see our website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
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R E A D I N G S FROM THE RECTOR
3rd June 2018
  Deuteronomy 5:12-15
  2 Corinthians 4.5-12
  Mark 2:23-3.6
    
10th June 2018
  Genesis 3:8-15
  2 Corinthians 4:13 - 5:1
  Mark 3:20 - end

17th June 2018
  Ezekiel 17:22 - end
  2 Corinthians 5:6-10(11-13).14-17
  Mark 4:26-34

24th June 2018
  Job 38:1-11
  2 Corinthians 6:1-13
  Mark 4:35 - end

Some people listen in order to understand, others in order to speak.” 
(Anon)

PENTECOST 

I hope I am not being irreverent when I compare 
the Holy Spirit with the “Third Man” in the
classic film of the same name. Orson Welles was 
the enigmatic-smiled, trilby–hatted character who 
lived in the shadows of underground post-war 
Vienna. You knew he was there, but he did not 
manifest himself until half-way through the film.

Pentecost is one of the three main seasons of the Christian church. 
The Holy Spirit is a co-equal manifestation of God. Yet for many He (or 
She; the Hebrew word ruach is feminine gender) remains a shadowy 
figure, only brought to life by the charismatic movement of the 1960’s. 
Any idea of excitement is to be studiously avoided.

When love is the way, we treat each other like we are 
actually family.  When love is the way, we will lay down our 
swords and shields by the riverside and study war no more

Alongside most people reading this, I am no advocate of a so-called 
“happy-clappy” style of worship, at least as a regular diet - but I am for 
enthusiasm about worship. The Holy Spirit certainly does this; because 
the Holy Spirit’s arrival brought about the birth of the Church. Acts of 
the Apostles, Chapter 2: When the day of Pentecost came, they were 
all together in one place ….. I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
This also signified the importance of ecumenism, something we value 
highly in Kirkcudbright and Gatehouse.

On the eve of Pentecost, The Most Rev’d Michael Curry, presiding 
bishop of the American Episcopal Church (which was founded by our 
very own Scottish Episcopal Church), said this at the Royal Wedding of 
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle: “There is power in love to lift up and 

Important dates for your diary

Time TBC: 5th July
Songs of Praise, Harbour Square, Kirkcudbright.

6 p.m. 29th July
Songs of Praise with the Creetown Silver Band, grounds of St Mary’s, 
Gatehouse of Fleet.

6.30 p.m. 30th July 
Concert in St Mary’s Church, Gatehouse of Fleet.
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

liberate. When love is the way, we treat each other like we are actu-
ally family. When love is the way, we will lay down our swords and 
shields by the riverside and study war no more”.

There is nothing hidden or shadowy about that kind of manifestation 
of the Holy Spirit. Like the wind, the symbol of the Holy Spirit, we do 
not see it but it is there, cleansing, empowering, changing.

Just like love itself, which is the root of all we say and do.

Easter Day 2018 in Greyfriars
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The Bishop's Lent Appeal for 2017 raised £12,500 for The Scottish Refu-
gee Council. Curates are currently sent to charges who can afford to pay 
a stipend. In future the diocese will fund a curate to minister in a charge 
that will give the best training for that curate. Last year's budget was ap-
proved then the results of the elections were given. The bishop gave the 
confirmation of the Acts of Synod and the Blessing.

Barbara Hawksford, Lay Rep from Greyfriars, and myself were
 extremely grateful to the rector for providing transport to Kilmarnock.

Barbara McFarlane 
Lay Rep St.Mary's, Gatehouse of Fleet

William Erskine McKIE 
1932-2018

Willie, as he was known by 
all, retired to Gatehouse 
with his late wife, Dee, when 
they became members of St. 
Mary’s. He served on the 
Vestry several times and 
acted as Treasurer. He was 
a generous host and invited 
the congregation to many 
fund-raising lunches for the 
Church. He supported the 
British Legion, the Drop-In 
Centre, and was the founder 
of the Snooker Club. He 
enjoyed golf, and was a keen 
fan of Rugby Union. He loved 
walking his dogs, Stensall, 
Basher, Halem, and finally, 
Darcy. A true family man, 
whose eyes would light up 
when one enquired about his 
son and daughter and four 
grandchildren: a true gentle-
man, loved by all who knew 
him and those fortunate to 
have made his acquaintance.

Willie will be sadly missed and will remain vividly in our memories, with love, 
for years to come.

With thanks to Heather Colville for her memories of Willie.

KIRKCUDBRIGHT ART & CRAFTS TRAIL 2018

SEA HAMER 

It was a cold 
March day when 
we ventured into 
the hills of Moni-
aive in search of 
the Sea Hamer. 
We had heard 
of this beast and 
wanted to see if 
we could persuade 
it to visit the Art & 
Crafts Trail in Kirkcudbright this year. Rounding a bend in the road there 
it was, an imposing sixteen foot tall wicker Trojan Horse style sculpture. 
It was jointly made by artists Trevor Leat and Alex Rigg, of Oceanallover. 
Very kindly they agreed to it being displayed on Fisherman's Green during 
the Trail. It is a stunning work of art and a worthy successor to the 
Kelpies. So you are invited to come and visit the Sea Hamer on the Trail 
from 3 - 6 August.
Vivien Dania
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DIOCESAN SYNOD MEETING
Held on 12th May 2018

As a result of inclement weather the Synod had been postponed from 
3rd March to 12th May.

After a welcome in the Howard Centre, Kilmarnock, Synod Eucharist was 
celebrated in Holy Trinity church across the road from the centre. During 
the Bishop's Charge, +Gregor announced that he will retire on 11th Oc-
tober, his 68th birthday. There was also an Inauguration and Blessing of a 
New Religious Community, Companions of Our Lady and Saint Mungo, in 
which two Sisters of the Order of St. Benedict renewed their vows.

Returning to the centre, there were many elections involving clergy and 
laity plus updates from Development Team Convenors. Our rector was 
elected as one of four of the Alternate House of Clergy. 

There was optimism concerning congregational returns in that numbers 
overall were slightly increasing although there was concern about the 
number of persons being confirmed – 7 last year, 45 in 2016. Points were 
raised about the living wage, housing, use of fossil fuels, child poverty 
and large amounts of money being held and not used. 

The talk about Data Protection had to be shortened, which was unfortu-
nate as most members wanted guidance and clarity. These were points 
from the speaker:

What data is held• 
Who has it – • who needs to have what information
What is the expectation of what is done with the data• 
Keep only what is needed• 

Following a very substantial, delicious lunch, Petko Marinov, in the newly 
created post of Digital Missioner, gave some statistics about usage of in-
ternet technology in the diocese and suggested that more use should be 
made of what is available to charges. He is very willing to give help and 
advice.

Light and dark

A difference only discerned
If both exist
One, without the other
Is naught
Without murmur, our church
Accepts the departure of
Sunshine
Her ornate glass panes shielded in chipboard and 
sheet
Stoic, patient, quietly sure
This interim shadow
Will pass
That the altar cloth will once more
Reflect a mosaic of colour
St Mary’s illuminated
Dark into light

Jane Richardson

St Mary’s Window
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40 Years of WASPS Studios
Contemporary exhibition with a huge variety of works of art by 54 
WASPS artists located across Scotland. 9th June - 15th July 2018

Monarch of the Glen
Solo painting exhibition. Monarch of the Glen by Sir Edwin Henry 
Landseer. On loan from National Galleries Scotland. This exhibition 
will be accompanied by events and activities throughout its display. 
9th June - 27th June 2018

Stars of Scotland 
Celebrating the diversity and quality of public and private collec-
tions in Scotland. Whilst much of the focus of the exhibition will be 
Scottish artists by birth or residence, with works dating from the 
mid-19th century to the end of the 20th century, significant works 
by English or  European artist are also of interest who fall into this 
date period. 28th July - 23rd September 2018

Scotland’s Early Silver
Spectacular treasures from the National Museums Scotland collec-
tions. Scotland’s Early Silver tells the story of a precious and pow-
erful material during a pivotal time in the history of Scotland. The 
collection will explore the transition from pagan Iron Age to Early 
Medieval Christian society. 7th July - 30th September 2018

Admission to the STARS OF SCOTLAND exhibition, is £4.00 for 
adults or £5.00 for repeat visit to same exhibition. Free entry for 
under 18s, Friends of Kirkcudbright Galleries and Art Fund 
Members. For all the other exhibitions admission is FREE.

REFUGEE WEEK - 18-24 June 2018

To mark 20 years of Refugee Week, here are 20 myth-busting facts 
about refugees.

1 person flees every 20 seconds.• 
65 million people are displaced worldwide (22.5 m refugees, 40 m • 
IDPs, 2 m asylum seekers)
Most refugees live in middle to low-income countries.• 
Half the world’s refugees are children.• 
The number of refugees able to return home in safety is at its low-• 
est in 30 years.
Lebanon is a country of 4 million people, 1 million of whom are • 
refugees.
Refugees don’t want to leave their home country, they are forced • 
to.
In 2016, the UK received applications for asylum from 39,000 peo-• 
ple, far fewer than Germany, France and Italy.
Refugees have the right under UK and international law to bring • 
their immediate family to the UK to live with them.
Singer Rita Ora was a refugee.• 
Refugees have made a massive cultural, social and economic contri-• 
bution to life in the UK in the past 450 years.
Sigmund Freud, Frank Auerbach, Camille Pisarro, Arthur Koestler – • 
just a few of the well-known refugees in the UK.
Maurice & Charles Saatchi (advertising), Richard Rogers (architec-• 
ture), Anish Kapoor (sculpture), Eva Jircicna (designer of the Faith 
Zone in the Millenium Dome), Mona Hatoum (artist).
An asylum seeker becomes a refugee when their application to stay • 
in a country is approved.
Refugees are people like us.• 
DO YOU HAVE YOUR OWN MYTH-BUSTING FACT ABOUT REFUGEES • 
TO ADD?
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Eagerly-awaited Kirkcudbright Art Galleries opens in June

Kirkcudbright Galleries opens on Saturday 9th June 2018 and will be 
a brand new gallery of national significance. It will be housed in the B 
listed, 19th century town hall which has been undergoing full transfor-
mation for the past couple of years.

The lush green fields and stunning costal views around Kirkcudbright 
were the very landscapes that inspired so many artists. The new gallery 
will celebrate the town’s unique artistic heritage, through a 
dedicated permanent exhibition gallery. For the first time, a significant 
proportion of the Kirkcudbright Artists Collection will be on display in 
this gallery. This exhibition will explore the reasons why Kirkcudbright 
was, and still is, a desirable location for so many artists and creative 
people.

In 2015, the Kirkcudbright Artists’ Collection was officially recognised as 
a Nationally Significant Collection, which includes works by John Faed, 
Edward Atkinson Hornel, Jessie Marion King, Samuel John Peploe and 
Robert Sivell. 

In addition to the permanent exhibition gallery, there will be two tempo-
rary exhibition galleries, which will host an exciting programme of high 
quality exhibitions and international touring shows. The 
gallery will also boast a flexible mezzanine level for talks, special events 
and workshops for all ages.

The galleries’ café on the first floor will have a spectacular view over 
the town and serve a delicious selection of locally sourced produce and 
refreshments.

The Princess Royal will officially open the Gallery Thursday 12th July.

A CENTURY AND NOT OUT!
by Sue Davies

On behalf of my mother, Kay Cheffings, I would like to thank all 
those who were kind enough to send her greetings on the occa-
sion of her 100th birthday. Kay had a lovely day with family and 
friends at Senwick House. The weather was glorious and we were 
able to sit in the sun room and use the sun terrace for a buffet 
lunch.

Kay was joined by her two eldest great grandchildren, her four 
grandchildren, nephew and the staff and residents of Senwick 
House. Family members had travelled from as far away as 
Bermuda. The Lord Lieutenant, Sir Malcolm Ross, delivered her 
card from HM The Queen, which delighted Kay. Her three grand-
sons came in their best Royal Navy and Royal Marine uniforms to 
remind Kay of her times in the Royal Navy. A magnificent cake was 
cut, with the help of grandson, James, with my father's Royal Navy 
sword.

Kay was born in the dying months of the First World War. She 
and her younger sister lived a happy life in Plymouth. The Second 
World War came when Kay was in her 20's and she joined the 
Womens Royal Naval Service (WRENS). By her accounts she had 
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Weather plays a large part in shaping the garden, our soil is very heavy 
clay which determines the plants that we can grow. The plants that grow 
well and love our damp conditions are hosta, astilbe, iris, and ligularia. 
Various features in our garden are a wild life pond, an ornamental pond 
with water lilies. A Japanese garden with acer’s, azalea’s, and ornamen-
tal stones. A fernery in a shady corner, sculptures, raised vegetable beds, 
greenhouses, herbaceous borders, and alpine bed complete the garden.

We are also open during the Kirkcudbright Art and Crafts Trail from 
August 3rd – 6th. Donations will go the Fishermen’s Mission. Tea, coffee 
and cakes will be served.

a grand time in the Wrens and it was during this time that she met and 
married Charles Cheffings. Their life was lived on a cliff edge for the 
remaining years of the war during which I was born.

In 1945 Charles returned to Plymouth and Kay and Les (as my father 
was always called) began their life together. They travelled to Malta and 
to the Far East. These foreign appointments were exhilarating. Perhaps 
the highlight of Kay's naval life was when Les served on the Royal Yacht 
Brittania when The Queen and Prince Philip travelled to almost all the 
Commonwealth countries in the early years of the Queen's reign.

Finally they had an appointment to the Clyde and that was the start 
of their time in Scotland. Les retired from the Navy to take up a career 
with Yarrows the Shipbuilders. Those years were very happy and set-
tled with plenty of tours of Scotland, games of golf and generally enjoy-
ing the company of friends. Three years after the death of her beloved 
husband, Kay was invited to join Nigel and me in Kirkcudbright. After 
11 happy years at Belmont, Kay’s health began to deteriorate and she 
moved into Senwick House.

Having survived falls resulting in a broken arm, a broken femur and lat-
terly a broken hip, Kay is now largely confined to bed but is still able to 
enjoy a good joke. Despite some short term memory loss she can still 
remember vividly times past.

Kay has asked me to send greetings and thanks to you all, who have sus-
tained her during these final years. Special thanks go to Bishop Gordon 
and to Stephen Hazlett for their visits. Kay would be glad to see anyone 
who would like to visit her.

SPONSORED WALK 
FOR THE HALO TRUST
By Gordon Mursell 

On 23rd June, I am doing a 30 km sponsored walk for Syria, together 
with the Rev’d John Collard (Interim Minister at Kirkcudbright Parish 
Church) and Andy Wade (Operations Director at the Abernethy Barcaple 
Centre), in aid of the Halo Trust. As many of you will know this is a local-
ly-based international charity is devoted to clearing landmines – it’s the 
charity that the late Princess Diana did so much to support. If you felt 
able to sponsor us (and to pray for good weather on the day!) we would 
be tremendously grateful. There are sponsorship forms in Greyfriars and 
St Mary’s churches. Thank you in advance for any support you feel able 
to give. 
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Glenlivet: Our Garden
Alec and Doreen Blackadder.

This is the fourth year that we will 
open our garden under Scotland’s 
Garden Scheme. We created the gar-
den from scratch over the last twelve 
years. We enjoy gardening and like to 
share our garden with others to enjoy 
whilst helping charities. 

Scotland’s Garden Scheme has various 
gardens open throughout the year. 
The scheme takes a percentage for 
their named charities and the garden 
owners can nominate their own 
charities. We support the 
Kirkcudbright swimming pool along 
with The Limes which is open on the 
same day (on the road towards 
Dundrennan just before the town 
limit). This year our garden will be open on Sunday 17th June. All garden 
open days are published in the Galloway News and on posters.

Rest and be thankful 
by Roland Parker

There is a beautiful road in the Highlands with a pass called “Rest 
and be Thankful” [A83]. It gets its name from an inscription carved in 
1750 on a boulder by the people who had completed the road. From 
that point on a summit you look down on the road you have climbed 
and you receive a grandstand view on two lochs and glens. These 
words for me could be seen as a motto in my reaching seventy years 
of age. For many in the congregations this is young. In their company 
I still feel like a toddler or a teenager.

There are some birthdays that are particularly significant because 
they mark a change of state. Eleven, sixteen, eighteen and forty are 
candidates, but being seventy ranks with being twenty-one. They are 
moments that come with space to engage in real reflection. Being 
seventy gives you the time to look along the whole longitude of your 
life. Freed from the need to justify yourself, you begin to see the 
events and happenings of your life in all their dimensions. We may 
come to see that there has been a simple strand holding all of them 
together.

At my celebration, the real gifts came in small packages, a phone 
call from an old friend, one in Australia, cards, books, chocolate, 
social time with pals. Once again the small revealed the wholeness 
of things. The gift of this birthday has been about discovering the es-
sence of friendship. Friends combine for us the sharing of our history 
and they see how we are coping in the present time. They are the 
people who hold together both the people we are and how we are.

Part of the quality of being a member of a church is that through 
time we come to know people’s history and share what is happening 
for them now. Our common worship gives us at 70, or at any age, the 
courage to rest and be thankful.
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BARBARA HAWKESFORD SHARES HER HAPPY MEMORIES of 
Joining in the Millenium Project

I didn't come to Kirkcudbright until 2001 and by then the kneelers were 
well into production.

Peggy Smith, whom I know a lot of people will remember, encouaged 
myself and my aunt to joining the fun of finishing them off. At that 
particular point Pauline Saul had moved into Greengate, and she was 
also invited to come and join in. Peggy was eager for us to meet includ-
ing Noreen Dunn. I believe Vivien was working at that time, but came 
for coffee. It was great fun, a lot of chit chat with tea and coffee. We all 
became good friends.

The designer of the kneelers, Joan Williams, sadly passed away a few 
years ago. Mary Sinclair helped us all with the stitching. Joan’s daugh-
ter, Jenny Wright, lives in Kirkcudbright and goes to St Ninian’s Church, 
Castle Douglas.

We really do live in a beautiful area, with lots to enjoy. 

Learning to walk, again

There comes a time
when we get off our horse
and begin to walk.
Your bowed legs begin to straighten.
You stumble over stones
yet when you brush shrubs
they release their ancient scent.
Your dogs run playfully ahead
or lag behind for you to call.
Yet the regular steps
give others courage to be with you
as we walk to the brow of the hill.
 
For Stephen Godley
 
Roland Parker

A  photograph which appeared in the Galloway News 18.7.2002 
after the project was completed. 
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MILLENIUM PROJECT – KNEELERS
by Mary Sinclair

The Greyfriars kneeler-making project started, as many big ideas do, with 
a casual chat. Several of us were tidying up after decorating the church 
for Easter in 2000. Someone admired the altar rail and chancel kneelers 
and said “wouldn't it be lovely to have pew kneelers as well”.  Joan Wil-
liams, who had a City and Guilds Embroidery diploma, looked straight at 
me and said “I'll do the designs and you can get the gang together”. So 
from that we arranged an open meeting in Greyfriars House for anyone 
who was interested, and the whole thing took off.  

After several weeks of planning, during which time Joan and I worked on 
the designs and transferred them to working drawings, sourced suppliers 
of suitable canvas, wool and foam pads, then made the first two samples, 
we were ready for the first of many Wednesday morning working groups 
on 20th September 2000. Some of the group were experienced stitch-
ers. Others were keen but doubtful, and once they tried the stitches on 
a small sample, with Joan's encouragement, produced beautiful work. 
One of Joan's neighbours, Alf Russell, a professional upholsterer, just said 
“keep them coming”, and he completed every kneeler for us. Altogether 
32 people were involved, including Minnie Hall, who made our tea and 
coffee every week.

Most of the kneelers have initials or names on one side. These could be of 
the maker, the donor, or in memory of a special person. The full Christian 
names are of the children who were in the Sunday school at the time. A 
leaflet was produced to explain the significance of the different designs, 
which are special to Kirkcudbright. There are ten different designs, and 
six kneelers of each design plus the two samples Joan and I made at the 
beginning. We also made the two larger wedding kneelers to complete 
the full set in 2002.

This project was funded by many generous donations from church mem-
bers and £200 from the Ladies' Guild. All the exact details with names of 
the makers, donors and initials, and the original designs are held in the 
church archives, together with some photographs, should you wish to 
know more. We all agreed that one of the best things that came of this 
project was the fun, fellowship, happiness and love that we all enjoyed 
together on our Wednesday mornings.

Mary Sinclair was a member of Greyfriars congregation until she moved 
back to Penrith a few years’ ago.

MILLENIUM PROJECT KNEELERS – The Ten Designs by Joan Williams

Pentecost - Flames or tongues of fire.
The Cross - Based on the Celtic Cross on the Altar.
The Boat - Taken from the MacLellan coat of arms above the tomb in 
the chancel.
Fish - The first of these kneelers is dedicated to the men who were lost 
aboard the Mhari –L.
Quaich - The Scottish ‘cup’ with Communion wafer.
Scallop Shell - Kirkcudbright Coat of Arms; Fishing industry; symbol of 
pilgrimage.
The Nativity - A crib.
Turtle Dove - A sign of peace.

The Kirkcudbright Centipede - The Greyfriars Sunday School inspired by 
the song written by local musicians. 
Gospel Symbols - Matthew / the lion; Mark / the ox; Luke / the man; 
John / the eagle. 
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bers and £200 from the Ladies' Guild. All the exact details with names of 
the makers, donors and initials, and the original designs are held in the 
church archives, together with some photographs, should you wish to 
know more. We all agreed that one of the best things that came of this 
project was the fun, fellowship, happiness and love that we all enjoyed 
together on our Wednesday mornings.

Mary Sinclair was a member of Greyfriars congregation until she moved 
back to Penrith a few years’ ago.

MILLENIUM PROJECT KNEELERS – The Ten Designs by Joan Williams

Pentecost - Flames or tongues of fire.
The Cross - Based on the Celtic Cross on the Altar.
The Boat - Taken from the MacLellan coat of arms above the tomb in 
the chancel.
Fish - The first of these kneelers is dedicated to the men who were lost 
aboard the Mhari –L.
Quaich - The Scottish ‘cup’ with Communion wafer.
Scallop Shell - Kirkcudbright Coat of Arms; Fishing industry; symbol of 
pilgrimage.
The Nativity - A crib.
Turtle Dove - A sign of peace.

The Kirkcudbright Centipede - The Greyfriars Sunday School inspired by 
the song written by local musicians. 
Gospel Symbols - Matthew / the lion; Mark / the ox; Luke / the man; 
John / the eagle. 
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BARBARA HAWKESFORD SHARES HER HAPPY MEMORIES of 
Joining in the Millenium Project

I didn't come to Kirkcudbright until 2001 and by then the kneelers were 
well into production.

Peggy Smith, whom I know a lot of people will remember, encouaged 
myself and my aunt to joining the fun of finishing them off. At that 
particular point Pauline Saul had moved into Greengate, and she was 
also invited to come and join in. Peggy was eager for us to meet includ-
ing Noreen Dunn. I believe Vivien was working at that time, but came 
for coffee. It was great fun, a lot of chit chat with tea and coffee. We all 
became good friends.

The designer of the kneelers, Joan Williams, sadly passed away a few 
years ago. Mary Sinclair helped us all with the stitching. Joan’s daugh-
ter, Jenny Wright, lives in Kirkcudbright and goes to St Ninian’s Church, 
Castle Douglas.

We really do live in a beautiful area, with lots to enjoy. 

Learning to walk, again

There comes a time
when we get off our horse
and begin to walk.
Your bowed legs begin to straighten.
You stumble over stones
yet when you brush shrubs
they release their ancient scent.
Your dogs run playfully ahead
or lag behind for you to call.
Yet the regular steps
give others courage to be with you
as we walk to the brow of the hill.
 
For Stephen Godley
 
Roland Parker

A  photograph which appeared in the Galloway News 18.7.2002 
after the project was completed. 
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Glenlivet: Our Garden
Alec and Doreen Blackadder.

This is the fourth year that we will 
open our garden under Scotland’s 
Garden Scheme. We created the gar-
den from scratch over the last twelve 
years. We enjoy gardening and like to 
share our garden with others to enjoy 
whilst helping charities. 

Scotland’s Garden Scheme has various 
gardens open throughout the year. 
The scheme takes a percentage for 
their named charities and the garden 
owners can nominate their own 
charities. We support the 
Kirkcudbright swimming pool along 
with The Limes which is open on the 
same day (on the road towards 
Dundrennan just before the town 
limit). This year our garden will be open on Sunday 17th June. All garden 
open days are published in the Galloway News and on posters.

Rest and be thankful 
by Roland Parker

There is a beautiful road in the Highlands with a pass called “Rest 
and be Thankful” [A83]. It gets its name from an inscription carved in 
1750 on a boulder by the people who had completed the road. From 
that point on a summit you look down on the road you have climbed 
and you receive a grandstand view on two lochs and glens. These 
words for me could be seen as a motto in my reaching seventy years 
of age. For many in the congregations this is young. In their company 
I still feel like a toddler or a teenager.

There are some birthdays that are particularly significant because 
they mark a change of state. Eleven, sixteen, eighteen and forty are 
candidates, but being seventy ranks with being twenty-one. They are 
moments that come with space to engage in real reflection. Being 
seventy gives you the time to look along the whole longitude of your 
life. Freed from the need to justify yourself, you begin to see the 
events and happenings of your life in all their dimensions. We may 
come to see that there has been a simple strand holding all of them 
together.

At my celebration, the real gifts came in small packages, a phone 
call from an old friend, one in Australia, cards, books, chocolate, 
social time with pals. Once again the small revealed the wholeness 
of things. The gift of this birthday has been about discovering the es-
sence of friendship. Friends combine for us the sharing of our history 
and they see how we are coping in the present time. They are the 
people who hold together both the people we are and how we are.

Part of the quality of being a member of a church is that through 
time we come to know people’s history and share what is happening 
for them now. Our common worship gives us at 70, or at any age, the 
courage to rest and be thankful.
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Weather plays a large part in shaping the garden, our soil is very heavy 
clay which determines the plants that we can grow. The plants that grow 
well and love our damp conditions are hosta, astilbe, iris, and ligularia. 
Various features in our garden are a wild life pond, an ornamental pond 
with water lilies. A Japanese garden with acer’s, azalea’s, and ornamen-
tal stones. A fernery in a shady corner, sculptures, raised vegetable beds, 
greenhouses, herbaceous borders, and alpine bed complete the garden.

We are also open during the Kirkcudbright Art and Crafts Trail from 
August 3rd – 6th. Donations will go the Fishermen’s Mission. Tea, coffee 
and cakes will be served.

a grand time in the Wrens and it was during this time that she met and 
married Charles Cheffings. Their life was lived on a cliff edge for the 
remaining years of the war during which I was born.

In 1945 Charles returned to Plymouth and Kay and Les (as my father 
was always called) began their life together. They travelled to Malta and 
to the Far East. These foreign appointments were exhilarating. Perhaps 
the highlight of Kay's naval life was when Les served on the Royal Yacht 
Brittania when The Queen and Prince Philip travelled to almost all the 
Commonwealth countries in the early years of the Queen's reign.

Finally they had an appointment to the Clyde and that was the start 
of their time in Scotland. Les retired from the Navy to take up a career 
with Yarrows the Shipbuilders. Those years were very happy and set-
tled with plenty of tours of Scotland, games of golf and generally enjoy-
ing the company of friends. Three years after the death of her beloved 
husband, Kay was invited to join Nigel and me in Kirkcudbright. After 
11 happy years at Belmont, Kay’s health began to deteriorate and she 
moved into Senwick House.

Having survived falls resulting in a broken arm, a broken femur and lat-
terly a broken hip, Kay is now largely confined to bed but is still able to 
enjoy a good joke. Despite some short term memory loss she can still 
remember vividly times past.

Kay has asked me to send greetings and thanks to you all, who have sus-
tained her during these final years. Special thanks go to Bishop Gordon 
and to Stephen Hazlett for their visits. Kay would be glad to see anyone 
who would like to visit her.

SPONSORED WALK 
FOR THE HALO TRUST
By Gordon Mursell 

On 23rd June, I am doing a 30 km sponsored walk for Syria, together 
with the Rev’d John Collard (Interim Minister at Kirkcudbright Parish 
Church) and Andy Wade (Operations Director at the Abernethy Barcaple 
Centre), in aid of the Halo Trust. As many of you will know this is a local-
ly-based international charity is devoted to clearing landmines – it’s the 
charity that the late Princess Diana did so much to support. If you felt 
able to sponsor us (and to pray for good weather on the day!) we would 
be tremendously grateful. There are sponsorship forms in Greyfriars and 
St Mary’s churches. Thank you in advance for any support you feel able 
to give. 
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Eagerly-awaited Kirkcudbright Art Galleries opens in June

Kirkcudbright Galleries opens on Saturday 9th June 2018 and will be 
a brand new gallery of national significance. It will be housed in the B 
listed, 19th century town hall which has been undergoing full transfor-
mation for the past couple of years.

The lush green fields and stunning costal views around Kirkcudbright 
were the very landscapes that inspired so many artists. The new gallery 
will celebrate the town’s unique artistic heritage, through a 
dedicated permanent exhibition gallery. For the first time, a significant 
proportion of the Kirkcudbright Artists Collection will be on display in 
this gallery. This exhibition will explore the reasons why Kirkcudbright 
was, and still is, a desirable location for so many artists and creative 
people.

In 2015, the Kirkcudbright Artists’ Collection was officially recognised as 
a Nationally Significant Collection, which includes works by John Faed, 
Edward Atkinson Hornel, Jessie Marion King, Samuel John Peploe and 
Robert Sivell. 

In addition to the permanent exhibition gallery, there will be two tempo-
rary exhibition galleries, which will host an exciting programme of high 
quality exhibitions and international touring shows. The 
gallery will also boast a flexible mezzanine level for talks, special events 
and workshops for all ages.

The galleries’ café on the first floor will have a spectacular view over 
the town and serve a delicious selection of locally sourced produce and 
refreshments.

The Princess Royal will officially open the Gallery Thursday 12th July.

A CENTURY AND NOT OUT!
by Sue Davies

On behalf of my mother, Kay Cheffings, I would like to thank all 
those who were kind enough to send her greetings on the occa-
sion of her 100th birthday. Kay had a lovely day with family and 
friends at Senwick House. The weather was glorious and we were 
able to sit in the sun room and use the sun terrace for a buffet 
lunch.

Kay was joined by her two eldest great grandchildren, her four 
grandchildren, nephew and the staff and residents of Senwick 
House. Family members had travelled from as far away as 
Bermuda. The Lord Lieutenant, Sir Malcolm Ross, delivered her 
card from HM The Queen, which delighted Kay. Her three grand-
sons came in their best Royal Navy and Royal Marine uniforms to 
remind Kay of her times in the Royal Navy. A magnificent cake was 
cut, with the help of grandson, James, with my father's Royal Navy 
sword.

Kay was born in the dying months of the First World War. She 
and her younger sister lived a happy life in Plymouth. The Second 
World War came when Kay was in her 20's and she joined the 
Womens Royal Naval Service (WRENS). By her accounts she had 
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40 Years of WASPS Studios
Contemporary exhibition with a huge variety of works of art by 54 
WASPS artists located across Scotland. 9th June - 15th July 2018

Monarch of the Glen
Solo painting exhibition. Monarch of the Glen by Sir Edwin Henry 
Landseer. On loan from National Galleries Scotland. This exhibition 
will be accompanied by events and activities throughout its display. 
9th June - 27th June 2018

Stars of Scotland 
Celebrating the diversity and quality of public and private collec-
tions in Scotland. Whilst much of the focus of the exhibition will be 
Scottish artists by birth or residence, with works dating from the 
mid-19th century to the end of the 20th century, significant works 
by English or  European artist are also of interest who fall into this 
date period. 28th July - 23rd September 2018

Scotland’s Early Silver
Spectacular treasures from the National Museums Scotland collec-
tions. Scotland’s Early Silver tells the story of a precious and pow-
erful material during a pivotal time in the history of Scotland. The 
collection will explore the transition from pagan Iron Age to Early 
Medieval Christian society. 7th July - 30th September 2018

Admission to the STARS OF SCOTLAND exhibition, is £4.00 for 
adults or £5.00 for repeat visit to same exhibition. Free entry for 
under 18s, Friends of Kirkcudbright Galleries and Art Fund 
Members. For all the other exhibitions admission is FREE.

REFUGEE WEEK - 18-24 June 2018

To mark 20 years of Refugee Week, here are 20 myth-busting facts 
about refugees.

1 person flees every 20 seconds.• 
65 million people are displaced worldwide (22.5 m refugees, 40 m • 
IDPs, 2 m asylum seekers)
Most refugees live in middle to low-income countries.• 
Half the world’s refugees are children.• 
The number of refugees able to return home in safety is at its low-• 
est in 30 years.
Lebanon is a country of 4 million people, 1 million of whom are • 
refugees.
Refugees don’t want to leave their home country, they are forced • 
to.
In 2016, the UK received applications for asylum from 39,000 peo-• 
ple, far fewer than Germany, France and Italy.
Refugees have the right under UK and international law to bring • 
their immediate family to the UK to live with them.
Singer Rita Ora was a refugee.• 
Refugees have made a massive cultural, social and economic contri-• 
bution to life in the UK in the past 450 years.
Sigmund Freud, Frank Auerbach, Camille Pisarro, Arthur Koestler – • 
just a few of the well-known refugees in the UK.
Maurice & Charles Saatchi (advertising), Richard Rogers (architec-• 
ture), Anish Kapoor (sculpture), Eva Jircicna (designer of the Faith 
Zone in the Millenium Dome), Mona Hatoum (artist).
An asylum seeker becomes a refugee when their application to stay • 
in a country is approved.
Refugees are people like us.• 
DO YOU HAVE YOUR OWN MYTH-BUSTING FACT ABOUT REFUGEES • 
TO ADD?
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DIOCESAN SYNOD MEETING
Held on 12th May 2018

As a result of inclement weather the Synod had been postponed from 
3rd March to 12th May.

After a welcome in the Howard Centre, Kilmarnock, Synod Eucharist was 
celebrated in Holy Trinity church across the road from the centre. During 
the Bishop's Charge, +Gregor announced that he will retire on 11th Oc-
tober, his 68th birthday. There was also an Inauguration and Blessing of a 
New Religious Community, Companions of Our Lady and Saint Mungo, in 
which two Sisters of the Order of St. Benedict renewed their vows.

Returning to the centre, there were many elections involving clergy and 
laity plus updates from Development Team Convenors. Our rector was 
elected as one of four of the Alternate House of Clergy. 

There was optimism concerning congregational returns in that numbers 
overall were slightly increasing although there was concern about the 
number of persons being confirmed – 7 last year, 45 in 2016. Points were 
raised about the living wage, housing, use of fossil fuels, child poverty 
and large amounts of money being held and not used. 

The talk about Data Protection had to be shortened, which was unfortu-
nate as most members wanted guidance and clarity. These were points 
from the speaker:

What data is held• 
Who has it – • who needs to have what information
What is the expectation of what is done with the data• 
Keep only what is needed• 

Following a very substantial, delicious lunch, Petko Marinov, in the newly 
created post of Digital Missioner, gave some statistics about usage of in-
ternet technology in the diocese and suggested that more use should be 
made of what is available to charges. He is very willing to give help and 
advice.

Light and dark

A difference only discerned
If both exist
One, without the other
Is naught
Without murmur, our church
Accepts the departure of
Sunshine
Her ornate glass panes shielded in chipboard and 
sheet
Stoic, patient, quietly sure
This interim shadow
Will pass
That the altar cloth will once more
Reflect a mosaic of colour
St Mary’s illuminated
Dark into light

Jane Richardson

St Mary’s Window
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The Bishop's Lent Appeal for 2017 raised £12,500 for The Scottish Refu-
gee Council. Curates are currently sent to charges who can afford to pay 
a stipend. In future the diocese will fund a curate to minister in a charge 
that will give the best training for that curate. Last year's budget was ap-
proved then the results of the elections were given. The bishop gave the 
confirmation of the Acts of Synod and the Blessing.

Barbara Hawksford, Lay Rep from Greyfriars, and myself were
 extremely grateful to the rector for providing transport to Kilmarnock.

Barbara McFarlane 
Lay Rep St.Mary's, Gatehouse of Fleet

William Erskine McKIE 
1932-2018

Willie, as he was known by 
all, retired to Gatehouse 
with his late wife, Dee, when 
they became members of St. 
Mary’s. He served on the 
Vestry several times and 
acted as Treasurer. He was 
a generous host and invited 
the congregation to many 
fund-raising lunches for the 
Church. He supported the 
British Legion, the Drop-In 
Centre, and was the founder 
of the Snooker Club. He 
enjoyed golf, and was a keen 
fan of Rugby Union. He loved 
walking his dogs, Stensall, 
Basher, Halem, and finally, 
Darcy. A true family man, 
whose eyes would light up 
when one enquired about his 
son and daughter and four 
grandchildren: a true gentle-
man, loved by all who knew 
him and those fortunate to 
have made his acquaintance.

Willie will be sadly missed and will remain vividly in our memories, with love, 
for years to come.

With thanks to Heather Colville for her memories of Willie.

KIRKCUDBRIGHT ART & CRAFTS TRAIL 2018

SEA HAMER 

It was a cold 
March day when 
we ventured into 
the hills of Moni-
aive in search of 
the Sea Hamer. 
We had heard 
of this beast and 
wanted to see if 
we could persuade 
it to visit the Art & 
Crafts Trail in Kirkcudbright this year. Rounding a bend in the road there 
it was, an imposing sixteen foot tall wicker Trojan Horse style sculpture. 
It was jointly made by artists Trevor Leat and Alex Rigg, of Oceanallover. 
Very kindly they agreed to it being displayed on Fisherman's Green during 
the Trail. It is a stunning work of art and a worthy successor to the 
Kelpies. So you are invited to come and visit the Sea Hamer on the Trail 
from 3 - 6 August.
Vivien Dania
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Osborne
 Undertaker and Antique Dealer 
 Director: D Mitchell
 41, Castle Street,
 Kirkcudbright
 DG6 4JD

 Tel: 01557 330441

liberate. When love is the way, we treat each other like we are actu-
ally family. When love is the way, we will lay down our swords and 
shields by the riverside and study war no more”.

There is nothing hidden or shadowy about that kind of manifestation 
of the Holy Spirit. Like the wind, the symbol of the Holy Spirit, we do 
not see it but it is there, cleansing, empowering, changing.

Just like love itself, which is the root of all we say and do.

Easter Day 2018 in Greyfriars
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R E A D I N G S FROM THE RECTOR
3rd June 2018
  Deuteronomy 5:12-15
  2 Corinthians 4.5-12
  Mark 2:23-3.6
    
10th June 2018
  Genesis 3:8-15
  2 Corinthians 4:13 - 5:1
  Mark 3:20 - end

17th June 2018
  Ezekiel 17:22 - end
  2 Corinthians 5:6-10(11-13).14-17
  Mark 4:26-34

24th June 2018
  Job 38:1-11
  2 Corinthians 6:1-13
  Mark 4:35 - end

Some people listen in order to understand, others in order to speak.” 
(Anon)

PENTECOST 

I hope I am not being irreverent when I compare 
the Holy Spirit with the “Third Man” in the
classic film of the same name. Orson Welles was 
the enigmatic-smiled, trilby–hatted character who 
lived in the shadows of underground post-war 
Vienna. You knew he was there, but he did not 
manifest himself until half-way through the film.

Pentecost is one of the three main seasons of the Christian church. 
The Holy Spirit is a co-equal manifestation of God. Yet for many He (or 
She; the Hebrew word ruach is feminine gender) remains a shadowy 
figure, only brought to life by the charismatic movement of the 1960’s. 
Any idea of excitement is to be studiously avoided.

When love is the way, we treat each other like we are 
actually family.  When love is the way, we will lay down our 
swords and shields by the riverside and study war no more

Alongside most people reading this, I am no advocate of a so-called 
“happy-clappy” style of worship, at least as a regular diet - but I am for 
enthusiasm about worship. The Holy Spirit certainly does this; because 
the Holy Spirit’s arrival brought about the birth of the Church. Acts of 
the Apostles, Chapter 2: When the day of Pentecost came, they were 
all together in one place ….. I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
This also signified the importance of ecumenism, something we value 
highly in Kirkcudbright and Gatehouse.

On the eve of Pentecost, The Most Rev’d Michael Curry, presiding 
bishop of the American Episcopal Church (which was founded by our 
very own Scottish Episcopal Church), said this at the Royal Wedding of 
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle: “There is power in love to lift up and 

Important dates for your diary

Time TBC: 5th July
Songs of Praise, Harbour Square, Kirkcudbright.

6 p.m. 29th July
Songs of Praise with the Creetown Silver Band, grounds of St Mary’s, 
Gatehouse of Fleet.

6.30 p.m. 30th July 
Concert in St Mary’s Church, Gatehouse of Fleet.
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Link Magazine Policy Statement 
The views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily represent those of the 
editorial team or that of the vestries of Greyfriars and St Mary’s, but are intended 
as a sharing of the life of the people who make up the community there, and those 
elsewhere whom we invite to contribute. 

Rector:  Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett 
  stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
  T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

GREYFRIARS
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara Hawkesford        
Alt Lay Rep   Mrs Susan Davies      
Vestry Secretary  Mrs Gwen Shaw JP       
Treasurer   Mr Anthony Bird       
Vestry Members  Mr James Burkett, Dr Mike Moore
         Mr Robert Reddaway
    Ms Drostie Tame
Property Convenor  Mr Nigel Davies 
KCT Representative                      Mrs Doreen Blackadder  
    Mrs Vivien Dania  
Flower Convenor  Mrs Gwen Shaw/Mrs Hazel Hazlett
Brass Cleaning     Mrs Louise Boyd       
Protection Co-ordinator Mrs Gwen Shaw JP 
Sunday School   Ms Drostie Tame/Ms Rosemarie Main
Sunday School is the first Sunday each month

ST MARY’S
Lay Representative  Mrs Barbara McFarlane  
Alt Lay Representative  Mr Richard Durling
Secretary   Mrs Laura  Durling
Treasurer   Mr Mike Ashmore
Vestry Members  Ms Dee Du Rose
    Mr Richard Durling
    Mrs Janet Hannay
Admin/printing   Mrs Barbara McFarlane
Property Convenor  Mr Richard Glass
Flower Convenor  Mrs Catherine Kaye  
Protection Co-ordinator Mrs Judy Samways    

CHURCH SERVICES:  
Sundays  9.30am  Sung Eucharist, St Mary’s, Gatehouse of Fleet
  11.00am  Sung Eucharist, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

Wednesdays  9.30am  Holy Communion, St Mary’s

Thursdays  10.00am  Holy communion, Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright
  11-11.15  “Just a Moment” reflective, ecumenical prayer
    Greyfriars, Kirkcudbright

GETTING IN TOUCH
Rector: Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett
E: stephen.hazlett@greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk  
T: 01557 620132  M: 07900 231360

Greyfriars’ Vestry Secretary: Gwen Shaw
E: gwendoline.shaw@gmail.com, T: 01557 330239
St Mary’s Vestry Secretary: Laura Durling
E: girthonoldmanse@btinternet.com

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
If you would like to enquire about holding a baptism, wedding or funeral at
either church, please contact our Rector, Rev’d Stephen D Hazlett

Greyfriars and St Mary’s are part of the Scottish Episcopal Diocese of 
Glasgow and Galloway: Website:http://glasgow.anglican.org/ LINK Editors: Rachel Inglis, (E:info@aigfois.co.uk) and

Jane Richardson (E: richardson.jane@gmail.com)
LINK Layout: Vivien Dania
Front Cover Photograph: Alec Blackadder.
Other photographs provided by Mary Ashmore, Alec Blackadder, 
Rachel Inglis, 

The editors are always delighted to receive unsolicited articles; the copy 
deadline is the 20th of the month before the publication of the next 
issue.  

To keep up to date with the latest news and upcoming events in both 
churches, see our website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
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Eternal Spirit,
Life-Giver, Pain-Bearer, Love-Maker,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Father and Mother of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The Hallowing of your Name
echo through the universe!
The Way of your Justice
be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your Heavenly Will 
be done by all created beings!
Your Commonwealth of Peace and Freedom
sustain our hope and come on earth!
With the bread we need for today,
feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another,
forgive us.
In the times of temptation and test,
strengthen us.
From the trials too great to endure,
spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil,
free us.

For you reign in the glory 
of the power that is love,
now and forever. Amen.

(The Lord’s Prayer, by Jim Cotter)


