
GREYFRIARS EPISCOPAL CHURCH
KIRKCUDBRIGHT

Welcome to this historic church 
We hope you enjoy your visit

Prayer of Saint Francis of Assisi

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console;
to be understood as to understand;
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

Amen 

Website: www.greyfriarsstmarys.org.uk
Photographs - Vivien Dania & Carl Dania
Map & sketch drawing courtesy of  The Stewartry Museum



Greyfriars Church  stands on the Mote Brae, a man-made grassy mound 
probably constructed in the twelfth century as a fortified timber castle 
motte.

The Reformation in the Scottish Church in 1560 offered new opportunities 
with land  released from Church occupation.   In 1569 Sir Thomas MacLellan 
received a Crown charter to the lands of the former convent of Greyfriars, 
established in 1449 by James II.  The Charter granted him the stone of the 
buildings, much of which was used to build MacLellan’s Castle, an impres-
sive town house. He also acquired  orchards, gardens,etc.  The church was 
sold for use as the town Parish Church,  the south aisle retained as a family 
vault.  This became known as the MacLellan Aisle, which forms the 
chancel of today’s church.   The Latin inscription on the tomb reads:  “The 
Lord Thomas M’Lelland and his  wife Dame Grissel Maxwell are laid here 
and marble covers them both.  Born of these, R D Kirkcudrious  has erected 
this tomb in honour of his dear father.  He died in the year of  Our Lord 
1597.”  The MacLelland arms with a ship, seal of the burgh and motto 
“Think On” are on the top panel.  Sir Thomas and Grissel are portrayed in 
stone over the arch recess.   (Notice that the knight’s sword is on his right 
side, was he left-handed?)  

From 1560 to 1688 the Church of Scotland was episcopally governed with 
Galloway becoming one of the main Covenanting areas.  Episcopalian clergy 
found themselves ejected, sometimes violently.  By 1690 
Presbyterianisam was established by law.

By 1728 the church had fallen into 
disrepair and a petition was granted to 
demolish the building.  In 1730 The 
MacLellan Aisle was incorporated into 
a new larger church,  built  featuring six 
high arched windows and a 
magistrates’ gallery.  The excess stone 
was used to build a wall round the 

Mote Brae.
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Kirkcudbright Old Parish Church from a 
pencil sketch 1854 6

In 1999 a report by Historic Scotland advised that remedial work was 
necessary as the church had become very damp.  A major 
programme of repairs was begun in August 2003 and completed in 
2004.  This included stripping and replacing the roof, repairing all the 
guttering, complete external re-pointing, moving the stone altar 
forward, installation of under-floor heating and a loop system. The 
building was also redecorated and new pew cushions added.  During 
the excavations human bones were revealed.  They proved to be of 
some twenty-one adults and ten children, possibly of the MacLellan 
clan.  They were re-interred in the chancel.  

On completion of the restoration,  a service of Thanksgiving and
Celebration was held. Generous funding was received from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, Historic Scotland, the  Scottish Episcopal Church, 
Scottish Churches Heritage Fund, Kirkcudbright Common Good Fund, 
members of Greyfriars Church and many other people.   

Kirkcudbright  1853 
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Despite the many changes, special features remain.  The round-headed 
chancel arch dates to the late 16th century,  while the trefoil-headed 
piscine in the south gable is almost certainly  from the late 15th 
century convent church.   There is also a medieval holy water stoup,  
the oak chest and carved chair being early 17th century. (Scottish Church 
Heritage Research).  In the 1920s  local benefactors gifted the brass 
candlesticks and cross set with moss-agates,  the work of Mabel 
Brunton, a member of the local Artists’ Colony.  Vases made by the Arts 
& Crafts League, London, were also donated. 

The 1961 windows of St  Francis and St Cuthbert,  were designed by 
Gordon Webster (1908-1987).  The three stained glass windows in the 
chancel depict the Adoration of the Magi  and are dated 1921. The 
west window has an image of St Michael treading down the serpent.  
This and the Madonna and Child window above the vestry partition 
were both designed by Isabella Findlay, a member of the congregation. 
(St Michael is the patron saint of Dumfries) 

Later, in 1796, the Episcopal Church was legalised.

In July 1878 the Rev W M Ramsay of St Ninian’s, Castle Douglas formed a 
congregation in Kirkcudbright, using the Masons’ Hall, High Street.  The 
meetings were usually in the afternoon but sometimes in the evening.  
In  October  1879 the congregation moved to a tin hut , known as St 
Cuthbert’s or the “The Wee Tin Kirk”.  It was leased from the Railway 
Company at an annual charge of £5 and stood on the site of the present 
fire station.  The cost of the lease was  £200 and the building accommo-
dated approximately 90 people.  According to the “Kirkcudbright 
Advertiser”, in  October 1879 “under the pastoral care of Rev W Ramsay,  
the  opening of  this church took place.  The interior looks exceedingly 
neat and although small has everything required for divine service.  The 
altar has been furnished,  the cross conspicuous on the cloth, and an-
other is placed on the table beautifully decorated with flowers along with 
the Communion Cup.   The west window  has also been ornamented with 
stained glass round the edges.  Reading and prayer desks have been pro-
vided and the woodwork and seats have all been varnished. The outside 
has also been fenced”.  The church was used by the congregation until the 
present building was acquired.  It was then used by various organisations 
before being demolished in 1964.

Rev Ramsay seems to have “filled in” between several priests before Rev 
James Taylor Floyd Farquhar took over in 1884.  Rev Farquhar notes in 
1886  that “Rev Innes formed a surpliced choir which still struggles on.”  
On Easter Monday of that year “Mr Coles gave a recital on the new organ, 
at which 16 were present.” A year later Rev Farquhar was appointed 
Chaplain to the Marquis of Breadalane, Taymouth Castle. 

His replacement as Curate in charge was Rev Strachan, who only stayed 
for about a year.  For whatever reason, none of the  numerous priests 
subsequently appointed in the early years stayed for any length of time, 
except for Rev L  Pearse, who was Priest in charge for some eleven years.  
In the 1901 census he was living  with his wife and two children at 
32 Castle Street.   
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Meanwhile, in 1839 the present Parish Church had beenbuilt, and Grey-
friars razed leaving the MacLellan Aisle intact.  It was rebuilt as a school 
owned by James Earl of  Selkirk.  Known as the The Castle or Old Church 
School, it had two rooms in which the children were taught  spelling, 
bible, singing, sewing and drill swinging Indian Clubs to a waltz rhythm 
in the Drill Hall, then situated next to MacLellan’s Castle.  Cookery and 
housekeeping took place in what is now the Harbour  Cottage Gallery.  
The Hope family of St Mary’s Isle provided funding and red pinafore 
dresses for the girls.  It remained a school until 1915. 

Teachers: Elsie Haugh & Isa McWilliam. Back : E McCoull, K Garmory, M Graham, 
M Middleton, S Burnie, A Heughan, N McCoull. 
3rd Row: J Garmory, M McCoull, M Slater, M Belford, M Maltman, J Wilson, 
G Pearson, M McCartney. 
2nd Row: J McKie, M Muir, J McCormack, M Haugh, J McConnel, M Middleton, 
L Smith, L Rae, W Maltman. Front : B McConnell, A McRobert, A Moreland,
S McKeand, J Gordon, M Girvan, M Gourlay, G Kerr, A Garmory, H Gourlay.
Staff & pupils circa 1910 - courtesy of  The Stewartry Museum

Newspaper reports give an insight into the life and community of the 
church at that time.  In January 1902 “The Sunday School were 
entertained by Mrs Maitland at Cumstoun to a sumpteous tea and 
magnificent Christmas Tree.  Each child was the delighted recipient of 
two or three presents.”

Not to be left out, the adults “enjoyed a most pleasant evening with 
Rev Pearse at Castle House when Mrs & Miss McLellan were as usual 
indefatigable in their efforts to entertain and amuse the company.”

In 1916 Lady Watts presented a cheque to the Finance Committee “to 
be used in whatever way the Bishop and you think best”.  In 1917 the 
school building was purchased for £300, with a view to restoring it as 
a church in memory of Lady Watts’ son Lt Leslie Reid who was killed 
in World War l.  The  alteration work was done by Patrick McGregor 
Chalmers, architect, and Mr James Campbell, builder, Kirkcudbright.  
Recycling was as  important  in 1918 as now.  The altar table, pulpit and 
gas fittings were removed from St Cuthbert’s to be used in the “new” 
building.  The pews were also moved to their new home.  According to 
a newspaper report, a bazaar  to raise funds, opened by Lady Watts, 
“proved a great success being heartily supported by all classes in the 
community”.

Greyfriars was consecrated on the 26 October 1919 by the Lord Bishop 
of Glasgow & Galloway, Dr Archibald Ian Campbell and  Rev William 
George Howard MA, Clare College Cambridge, who as priest in charge 
had opened the church for services five weeks previously on 
21 September (St Mathew’s Day).  The church also purchased a 
Parsonage at 54 High St, formerly known as The Pillars.  This was a 
three bedroomed house with three reception rooms, two bathrooms, 
laundry, kitchen and wine cellar, not to mention dressing rooms, attics, 
etc, and a lift. 

In 1917 St Cuthbert’s  (still the Wee Tin Kirk) witnessed the society mili-
tary wedding between Miss Violet Orr-Patterson of Ellenbank, Kirkcud-
bright and Captain Norman Hooper RAMC, who caused a minor 
sensation in the town when  he arrived by bi-plane landing in a local 
field.  It would seem that the Orr-Patterson family were active members 
of the congregation. 

On a sadder note in 1900 there was a service in memory of the late Cap-
tain Maitland of Cumstoun who fell at the Relief of Ladysmith.  The local 
Voluntary Artillery & Rifle Companies attended. The church was draped 
in “Union Flags and a touch of nature was given by two vases of flowers 
on the  altar arranged by Mrs McLellan.”


